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“Research is formalized curiosity. 

It is poking and prying with purpose.”

- Zora Neale Hurston
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R E S E A R C H

A C A D E M I C  P R A C T I C E  C L I E N T  



S O C I A L  P H Y S I C A L  I N T E L L E C T U A L  

A G E N C Y



Agency is the capacity of individuals to have the 

power and resources to fulfill their potential.

Social Agency is at the community/family scale

Pathways to Agency

• Empowerment

• Self-Determination

• Impact of Choice

Social Agency



How can we transform our community and 

create spontaneous learning environments 

that support Social Agency?
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Physical Agency

Agency is the capacity of individuals to have the 

power and resources to fulfill their potential

Physical Agency happens at the building scale 

between the individual and the physical 

environment

Pathways to Agency 

• Empowerment

• Self-Determination

• Impact of Choice



How does the physical environment 

empower students to learn? 



Linguistic Visual Logical

Interpersonal Musical Body Kinesthetic

Intrapersonal Naturalistic Existential

Physical Agency



L I T E R A T U R E  R E V I E W
Physical Agency
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Physical Agency

"...there is no bad weather, just bad clothing..."
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C O N N E C T I O N  T O  N A T U R E





Agency is the capacity of individuals to have the 

power and resources to fulfill their potential

Intellectual Agency is at the classroom scale

Pathways to Agency 

• Empowerment

• Self-Determination

• Impact of Choice

Intellectual Agency



What are the key ingredients for an 

adaptable classroom?
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Agency is the capacity of individuals to have the 

power and resources to fulfill their potential

Social Agency is at the community/family scale

Physical Agency happens at the building scale 

between the individual and the physical 

environment

Intellectual Agency is at the classroom scale

Pathways to Agency 

• Empowerment

• Self-Determination

• Impact of Choice



What examples will you share of 

environments that support child agency?
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