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Agenda:

• Introduce the A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center project

• Review the research strategies conducted by the Design Team

• Understand how integrating the research strategies helped 

accommodate a neurodiverse student population

• Discussion about lessons learned and how the built environment 

can support mentally safe spaces

Agenda
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center ?

What is the
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A.E.R.O. Special Education Cooperative District 806

• 11 Illinois public school district members

• Serving seven southwest Chicago

 suburban communities

• Administrators & Staff:  375

• Student population:  400

• Located in 2 permanent buildings and

 15 ‘outlying’ locations

A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center
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A.E.R.O. Students

• Early Childhood
 Delays in physical, intellectual, communications, and/or

 adaptive development (Ages 3-5)

• F.A.L.P.  Program
 Functional Academic Learning Program

 Mild-moderate Autism, cognitive, physical, behavioral,

 and/or health impairments (K-12)

• S.T.A.R. Program
 Students and Teachers Achieving Results

 Autism, intellectual and other related impairments (K-12)

A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center
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A.E.R.O. Students

• Multi-Needs
 Severe and profound intellectual disabilities, physical & health impairments

• Transitions
 Pre-Vocational and Vocational training (Ages 14-21)

• Connect
 Transition goals for employment, education, training, and

 independent living

• P.R.I.D.E. Alternative School
 Personal Responsibility through Independence and Developmental Education

 Behavioral and Emotional disorders (K-12)

A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Project Structure
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Conceptual Planning

• Therapeutic center

• Build for students & student ownership

• Students, staff, and parents

• Flexible spaces

• Social and emotional support

• Sensory needs

• Transitions and crisis management

• Space for movement breaks

• Integrated indoor/outdoor environments

• Adaptive playground

• Enhanced opportunities for students

• Three buildings in one

• Accessibility for everyone

• Opportunities for everyone

• Aesthetically pleasing

• Community pride

• Desirable facility – reputation

• Functional spaces to meet AERO 

needs

• Future maintenance needs/costs

• Accommodate growth
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Conceptual Planning
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ACORNTREE FLOWERTREE BRANCH SEED SPROUT BLOOM

A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Conceptual Planning

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F491033165608328431%2F&psig=AOvVaw3AFGljlVNrhyIhsqDfOcrw&ust=1599768388530000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjProPw3OsCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Conceptual Planning
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Design Solution Facts

Project Facts

• Site Area: 12.75 acres

• Building Area: 149,856 square feet

• Population:  550 students, 400 staff

• Project Budget: $54.5 million ($363.68 per sf)

• Occupancy: September 1, 2023
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Design Solution Facts

Project Facts

• 55 Classrooms

• Art & Music Therapy Classrooms

• Quiet Rooms & Sensory Rooms

• Gymnasium & Exercise Room

• OT/PT Rooms & Movement Areas

• Intervention Room

• Multi-Purpose Rooms

• Commercial & Home Life Skills Rooms

• Staff Offices & Break Rooms

• 444 Parking Spaces



`

A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Final Design – Site Plan
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Building Services

4

A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Design Solution – First Floor Plan

CourtyardCourtyard

Main

Entrance
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Courtyard
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Design Solution – First Floor Plan
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Courtyard

Administration

Gymnasium

Building Services

4

A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Design Solution – First Floor Plan

CourtyardStudent Support Student Support
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Administration

PRIDE Program 

Classrooms

Connect & STAR HS

Classrooms

FALP

Classrooms

Building Services

4

A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Design Solution – Second Floor Plan

PRIDE Program 
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Design Solution – Classroom Types

Multi-Needs

First Floor

Second Floor
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Interior Design



A4LE 2024 Symposium

V i e w  f r o m  S o u t h e a s t

L o o k i n g  a t  M a i n  E n t r a n c e

1 5

Final Design
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V i e w  f r o m  S o u t h w e s t

L o o k i n g  a t  W e s t  S t u d e n t  E n t r a n c e

1 6

Final Design
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Add Photos from Ribbon Cutting

learningSCAPES 2022

A CALL TO ACTION
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Research Strategies
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Nine Approaches
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Conceptual Planning
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Design Solution – Orthographic View
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors

Sensory Loading
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Sensory Loading
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Sensory Loading
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C o r r i d o r  V i e w

L o o k i n g  a t  T y p i c a l  C l a s s r o o m  E n t r a n c e

1 0

Final Design
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NOT THIS

THIS

Research: Fundamental Key Factors

Sequencing and Transitions
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Sequencing and Transitions
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Sequencing and Transitions
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M a i n  E n t r a n c e  V i e w

L o o k i n g  a t  M u l t i - N e e d s  W i n g

8

Final Design
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N o r t h e a s t  E n t r a n c e  V i e w

L o o k i n g  a t  C o r r i d o r  E a s t  o f  G y m n a s i u m

9

Final Design
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors

Overlapping Approaches
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Overlapping Approaches
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Overlapping Approaches
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M a i n  S t a i r  V i e w

L o o k i n g  a t  G y m n a s i u m

1 1

Final Design
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M a i n  S t a i r  V i e w

L o o k i n g  a t  M a i n  E n t r a n c e

1 2

Final Design
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors

Geographic Stressors
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Geographic Stressors



A4LE 2024 Symposium

Research: Fundamental Key Factors Sequencing and Transitions
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors

Biophilia
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Biophilia
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Biophilia
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M o v e m e n t  R o o m  V i e w

L o o k i n g  a t  E a s t  C o u r t y a r d

1 4

Final Design
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Add Photos from Ribbon Cutting

learningSCAPES 2022

A CALL TO ACTION
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors

Care
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Care
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Research: Fundamental Key Factors Care
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Research: Other Specialty Spaces

Other Specialty Spaces
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C a f e t e r i a  V i e w

L o o k i n g  a t  C a f e t e r i a

1 3

Final Design
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center Final Design – Site Plan



`



`



A4LE 2024 Symposium 1 6



A4LE 2024 Symposium

Add Photos from Ribbon Cutting

learningSCAPES 2022

A CALL TO ACTION



A4LE 2024 Symposium

Add Photos from Ribbon Cutting

learningSCAPES 2022

A CALL TO ACTION



A4LE 2024 Symposium

Add Photos from Ribbon Cutting

learningSCAPES 2022

A CALL TO ACTION
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Add Photos from Ribbon Cutting

learningSCAPES 2022

A CALL TO ACTION
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A.E.R.O. Therapeutic Center
A Research Based Approach to Neurodiverse Education

Thank You!
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Images from Website

Special Education Cooperative
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