










(PS It involves the art of being uniquely human)
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innovation + creativity: STEM/STEAM Learning 

Research >> About Young Humans

Active + 
Sustained 

Engagement

Foster the 
Drive to 

Learn

WORLD 
OF WORK

Honor and 
Develop the 

Full Self

Importance of Intrinsic Motivation, 
Identity Formation, Cultural Context, and 
Adolescent Development

• Aguilera-Black Bear & 
Tippeconnic (Eds.), 2015

• Cohen & Garcia, 2014
• Csikszentmihalyi, 1997
• Immordino-Yang, 2011
• Murphy & Zirkel, 2015
• Paris, 2017
• Powell, etal. 2016
• Ryan & Deci, 2002
• Shernoff, etal., 2003
• Siegel, 2014
• Toshalis & Nakkula, 2012
• Murphy & Zirkel, 2015

And, Space Matters!

• Abbasi, 2013
• Barret, etal., 2013
• Uline, 2008, 2009

Ignite the 
ESSENCE of 
Adolescents







Activate and 
Sustain 

Engagement

#1 Belonging:
Bringing the Full Self
Strengths, Interest + 

Values 

#2 Curiosity:
Hands-on + Inventive

#3 Purpose:
Real-world + Relevant

#4 Collaboration:
Teamwork + Beamwork

#5 Family-
Connection:

Loved Ones + the Fabric 
of Community

Build Motivation, 
Identity, Assets of 

Adolescence

Spaces that 
Make a 

Difference:
Places of…

e.g.,
Collaboration

Flexible
Visible

Connected
Wholistic
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Who 
are 

you?

Emotional 
Self

Social 
Self

Neuro-
Biological 

Self
Cognitive 

Self

Political 
Self









23,000 children effected by homelessness in the San
Diego County, Monarch School serves up to 350 of these
students each day.

“We know education is the key to success for 

homeless students. In order to meet our student’s 

unique needs, Monarch has developed an 

innovative approach to learning where students 

gain the skills they need to improve their lives, 

develop awareness of their emotions and healthy 

coping skills, explore their passions and plan for a 

life of self-sufficient living. Monarch provides 

students with a safe, stable environment for 

learning with wraparound services to meet their 

basic needs.”

A PLACE TO BE



School main entry and 

lobby

Atrium

Upper School 

classrooms

Gymnasium

Leased tenant space

Launch Pointe:

left over shell space +

(2) unused classrooms
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7000 SF

C18-007-SBP

The value of support is evident in this project, as well as everyday at Monarch School. Gifts from major donors made the renovation possible, and a

ribbon cutting ceremony well attended by the city and local community showed the support and love for Monarch’s mission. With an active internship

program already in place at the school, the new space gives the program a home where representatives from different career or college opportunities can

come in to talk and work with students. The space is easily divisible with a range of acoustic options that allow multiple groups to meet at the same time.

C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T
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The Launch Pointe, designed as a “stage for learning”, is zoned to support design thinking in any 

number of hands-on, tinkering or digital pathways. Students move between zones as they work 

through the creative process. From digital and tactile exploration, to decompressing/regrouping, to 

building physical models and giving presentations; the creative process is supported in the 

educational environment. Students gain confidence as they have the opportunity to learn and 

explore their individual learning preferences.

“The Lab” 

woodshop

“Sky Hooks” 

prototyping zone

“Mission Control” 

college and career counseling office space

“Pods” 

group collaboration zone 

“Control Panels” 

digital collaboration zone 

“Platform” 

practice and present

C18-007-SBP



C18-007-SBPThe overall build out included 

zoning space based on activities 

and student centered 

engagement. The full Shop 

completes the interactive 

learning environment by 

providing a space for students to 

explore project development to a 

deeper level of learning by 

engaging in hands on activities 

and prototyping ideas. The shop 

supports collaboration, safety 

and a mission of making 

resources available to expose 

students to additional career & 

college opportunities.
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Twitter  #cvWOW #meetaPro

YouTube http://bit.ly/cvWOWvid

Learn more: http://bit.ly/cvWOWhidalgo

Image:  Cajon Valley World of Work
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Patient care – cte courses in 
nursing, paramedical studies

Anatomy + physical analysis –
the study of the body and 
movement 
(pe of the stem world)

Digital analysis – bioinformatics 
(computer tech to aid the 
management of biological 
information)
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Passionately stated by Monarch School, “[…] In order to meet our student’s unique needs, Monarch has developed an innovative approach to learning

where students gain the skills they need to improve their lives, develop awareness of their emotions and healthy coping skills, explore their passions and

plan for a life of self-sufficient living […].” The physical environment is the built response

to resourcefulness, creativity and opportunities.

g e n e r a t e  i d e a sr e s e a r c h

I n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n sf o c u s

360° OF GROWTH
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The Story of Now
The educational approach

What we want students to Know, Do, and Value

The Story of Us:
People and place in the cultural 

context

The Story Across Time:
Child and adolescent 

development
The Story of Me:

I am a successful learner 
in the academic 

environment



ADMIN

LIB

THEATER





“The mission of the Monarch 
School is to educate students 
impacted by homelessness and 
to help them develop hope for a 
future with the necessary skills 
and experiences for personal 
success.” –monarch school
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Teamwork + “Beamwork”













Brainstorm
The power and purpose of the teenage brain

Creating Innovators
The making of young people who will change the world

Culturally Sustaining Pedagogies 
Teaching and learning for justice in a changing world

Drive
The surprising truth about what motivates us

Leadership on the Line
Staying alive through the dangers of change

Quiet
The power of introverts in a world that
can’t stop talking


