


• Principal/Architect at Dekker/Perich/Sabatini

• Accredited Learning Environment Planner (ALEP)

• Focus on K-12 programming and design

• Masterplans and design projects on historic 
campuses

• Architect at Dekker/Perich/Sabatini

• Background in historic preservation and 
architectural conservation

• Focus on K-12 schools and higher education 
facilities with historic character



Graphic needs to be revised to be 
clearer… Don’t think it is obvious enough 
that the intent is to say that ½ of US 
school buildings are now over 50 years old 
(worry they will think our case studies are 
50 years old). And I know I said to squish it 
but somehow that makes it look more like 
a circus tent than a school?

(http://www.21csf.org/csf-home/DocUploads/DataShop/DS_452.pdf 
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Education has changed a lot over 
the past 125 years

Deaf education has been 
completely transformed



Marian Meyer. “A Century of Progress: History of the New Mexico School for the Deaf.” 

Printing

Shoemaking



Marian Meyer. “A Century of Progress: History of the New Mexico School for the Deaf.” 



Marian Meyer. “A Century of Progress.” 
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Hospital Connor Hall

Dillon Hall



NMSD Dillon Hall, SSWA



NMSD Dillon Hall, SSWA

http://www.nmsd.k12.nm.us/

Modernized classrooms



NMSD Dillon Hall, SSWA

http://www.nmsd.k12.nm.us/

Protected and restored 
character of public 
spaces



NMSD Dillon Hall, SSWA

http://www.nmsd.k12.nm.us/

Refurbished original 
windows

Added storm windows

Stucco & roofing



Original Connor Hall, 1928 Side view of Connor Hall, 2009

Marian Meyer. “A Century of Progress: History of the New Mexico School for the Deaf.” 



Original 1928 Building2010 Addition

NMSD Connor Hall, SSWA

http://www.nmsd.k12.nm.us/

Addition on back/side 
of building



NMSD Connor Hall, SSWA

http://www.nmsd.k12.nm.us/

Clear distinction 
between old and new



Rear Basement Vestibule Addition Side Elevator & Vestibule Addition Elevator & Vestibule Addition



Delgado Hall in 2014 Original Delgado Hall, 1913
Marian Meyer, “A Century of Progress : History of the New Mexico School for the Deaf.”





Before

After

EXISTING West Elevation EXISTING South Elevation

NEW ELEVATOR

NEW WINDOW IN 
NEW OPENING

ENLARGE OPENINGS 
FOR NEW WINDOW

PROPOSED South Elevation

PROVIDE NEW WALL FRAMING 
AND FINISHES AT NEW WINDOW

ADD WALL FRAMING AND FINISHES 
AT NEW SMALLER WINDOWS

PROPOSED West Elevation ADD WALL FRAMING AND FINISHES 
AT NEW SMALLER WINDOWS



Marian Meyer, “A Century of Progress : History of the New Mexico School for the Deaf.”







Original tile wainscot





NMSD Library
Dekker/Perich/Sabatini
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Trade 

training

Short-term 

placements

SocializationAcademics Individualized learning

Long term residence 

on campus
Least restrictive 

environment

Over 100 years of change



Beadwork, broom-making, piano tuning, agriculture, furniture making, chair caning, 
rugmaking, hammock making, etc. 



• English and Braille starting in 1st

grade, arithmetic starting in 3rd grade

• Longer class periods, still issues 
with student ratio and age gap

• Talking books

• Little socialization, segregated by 
gender



Life skills dressing, grooming, eating

Growth in athletics, music, and extracurricular programs scouts, garden club, square dancing, theater

Transition from industrial training to shop classes

(Getting more connected to world through radio and TV technology)









• From harsh or dim lighting to indirect, dimmable LED lighting
• From glossy VCT to matte flooring
• From curtains or blinds to roller shades
• From symmetry or unhelpful patterns to sensory landmarking



Example image from another school



Example image from another school











AllenS

Willjay / CC-BY-3.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:AllenS
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Willjay&action=edit&redlink=1
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:CC-BY-3.0






Map of registered buildings



Ditzler Auditorium Recreation Center Central Receiving

InfirmaryTapia





Original Replacement Original Replacement



Original



Replacement







Barbara McDonald, “Weavers of a Tapestry of Time.”



1959 Practical Arts building



1957 San Andres building



1978 Bert Reeves building







3D model

3D print





NMSBVINMSD

even if registered or cherished

Window replacement, with window restoration at 
registered buildings with original windows

Provide a new museum

Salvage beams and light fixtures for reuse

Honor cherished elements and incorporate interpretive 
signage

Maintain oldest buildings and demolish more recent 
buildings that are less consistent with the campus style

Window replacement

Maintain archival information

Digital capture of mural

Students (not campus) are the legacy



 Investigate campus history

Work with historic preservation staff

Be realistic about budget and priorities

Embrace criticism

Honor campus culture



www.dpsdesign.org/blog


