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Moffat PK-12 was designed to fill a void in the small, close-knit community of Moffat, Colorado. 
The school previously struggled with student disengagement in academics and migration of 
students to nearby and larger school districts. The District asked the Architect to focus on four 
key tenets: student achievement, resources, public engagement, and technology. The 
Architect led an open community design charrette process that included creative ways for 
community members to provide input and feedback. Students and the community were 
involved from the beginning of design through construction. Tours were given to students, 
teachers, staff, and community members throughout. 

Because Moffat PK-12 is an anchor in the community, the new school was designed to 
encourage “life-long learning” and maintain the school as the “heart” of the Moffat community. 
To achieve this, the school was built to allow direct community use for funerals, dinners, adult 
sports, and other public gatherings. The library features a public room with exterior access so 
community members can utilize portions of the school even when school is not in session. For 
larger community events, the commons has a large rolling aircraft door that opens into the gym 
for additional seating. The wood and metal shops also feature external access to allow the 
community to conduct adult education classes without providing access to the entire facility. 

Moffat PK-12 utilizes regionally inspired materials and forms. The metal panel exterior of the 
building was designed to protect inhabitants from the harsh climate of the area and to reflect 
the simple regional architecture. 



The District emphasized an environment where learning could happen anytime, anywhere. To 
achieve this goal, corridors between classrooms and outdoor learning environment provide 
flexible spaces where students can be constantly engaged. Outdoor art and science patios 
utilize Moffat’s 300 days of sun. Because flexibility was also a priority, individual classrooms have 
folding partitions to expand as needed and computer spaces within the corridors encourage 
individual, group, and classroom learning. The main entry stair also has an elevated platform 
that serves as a social hub and has access to a “genius” bar help desk. 

Moffat PK-12 is pursuing LEED Silver certification with a goal of < 30 kbtu in climate zone 6B. 
Classrooms are located on the North side of the building to reduce heat gain and provide 
optimum natural light and promote natural ventilation. The sloping roof prevents heavy snow 
and ice from building up. The thermal mass of the exposed polished concrete floors and CMU 
block are designed to absorb heat from the south glazing, helping to regulate seasonal 
temperatures. Also, large thermal curtains expand over the glazed walls to help retain stored 
heat during cold nights. Radiant slabs used in the educational and administration areas 
comfortably and efficiently provide heat. A wind analysis was conducted during design to 
optimize the placement and type of wind breaks to protect students from the harsh winds in 
play areas. The new school reflects the community’s pride, sustainable goals, and provides a 
safe, energy efficient environment for the Moffat community.
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PROJECT BUDGET
This project was designed and constructed to meet the 
Colorado Department of Education capital Construction 

Assistance Public Schools Facility Construction Guidelines.



PROJECT DETAILS
1. Project Name Moffat PK-12 School

2. District Name Moffat Consolidated School District

3. City/State Moffat, CO

4. Superintendent Christina Larson

5. Occupancy Date August 2015

6. Grades Housed PK-12

7. Design Capacity (# of 
students)

216

8. Site Size (acres) 14.76 Acres

9. Gross Area (Sq. Ft.) 48,880 SF

10. Space per Pupil (Gross) 226 SF/Pupil

Design Build (Y/N)? No

If yes, Total Costs

If yes, Cost Include:

If no, Site Development Costs $2,315,273

If no, Construction Costs $15,418,980

If no, FF&E N/A

If no, Other:

If no, Total Cost $18,000,000
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PROJECT DATA: (CONFIDENTIAL 
INFORMATION)

Submitting Firm: RTA Architects
Project Role Prime Architect
Project Contact Doug Abernethy
Title Principal
Address 19 S. Tejon Street, Suite 300
City, State or Province, Country Colorado Springs, CO, United States
Phone (719)-471-7566

Joint Partner Firm: 
Project Role
Project Contact
Title
Address
City, State or Province, Country
Phone

Other Firm:
Project Role
Project Contact
Title
Address
City, State or Province, Country
Phone

Construction Firm: Haselden Diesslin
Construction
Project Role Contractor
Project Contact Brian Hunt
Title General Superintendent
Address 6950 S. Potomac St.
City, State or Province, Country Centennial, CO 80112
Phone (303)-751-1478



PHOTO RELEASE: (RETURN SIGNED 
COPY WITH YOUR SUBMITTAL)

Print, Sign, Scan and Submit with Package 

Name of Project: Moffat PK-12

Location of Project: Moffat, Colorado

A4LE has our permission to:

 Send photos electronically to jury members (required for entry).

 Display photos in the award winners’ area of the website, if selected as a finalist.

 Display photos on other sections of the website as representative A4LE projects.

 Print photos in A4LE newsletters.

 Print photos on A4LE marketing materials, i.e. brochures , awards, call for entries, etc.

 Print photos and project details in the A4LE Design Portfolio, if selected as a finalist.

 Special projects with prior permission.

Please Note: A4LE maintains an in-house archive of school designs as part of our research library.  

Your information will be entered and recorded as one of those designs.

Firm:  RTA Architects

Responsible Party/Photographer: David Lauer

Signature: 

Date of Release: 
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