
Across the Southern Region, our chapters have remained active and 
engaged, hosting outstanding events, project tours, award celebrations, 
social gatherings, and opportunities for members to connect with one 
another. Each chapter brings its own personality and perspective, but 
together they demonstrate the incredible depth and strength of our region.

That is what makes A4LE special. We are a collection of professionals with 
different experiences, different challenges, and different perspectives, but 
we share a common commitment to creating better learning environments 
for students and educators. When we come together and openly share what 
we have learned, we all become better at what we do.

The Southern Region Board is also continuing to look for ways to build on 
this momentum. One of our priorities is expanding Public School 
membership and strengthening the connection between A4LE and the 
school districts we serve. Our public school professionals bring an 
invaluable perspective to the conversation. They understand firsthand the 
challenges of planning, funding, designing, constructing, operating, and 
maintaining learning environments. Their voices are essential to the future of 
our organization.

We are also continuing to explore opportunities to develop scholarships and 
other ways to invest in the next generation of professionals. The future of our 
industry depends upon developing talented people who understand not only 
the technical aspects of our work, but also the importance of collaboration, 
service, and creating environments where students can thrive.

Looking ahead, we are excited about the upcoming LearningSCAPES
Conference in Seattle this November. LearningSCAPES provides an 
incredible opportunity to step outside our individual chapters and region, 
connect with colleagues from across the country, and see what others are 
doing to shape the future of learning environments. I encourage everyone 
from the Southern Region to take advantage of this opportunity. Bring your 
questions, bring your experiences, and most importantly, bring your 
willingness to share.
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We are also looking forward to supporting the Arkansas Chapter as they 
prepare to host the Southern Region Conference in Little Rock next April. 
After the tremendous success of Austin, the bar has certainly been raised, 
but I have no doubt that Arkansas will build an event that reflects the 
character and creativity of our region. I am already looking forward to seeing 
everyone there.

As I look across the Southern Region today, I see an organization that is 
engaged, growing, and full of possibilities. The tours, programs, awards, 
social events, and professional conversations happening throughout our 
chapters are more than individual activities. They are building relationships 
and creating a stronger professional community.
The work we do is important. The environments we create influence how 
students learn, how teachers teach, and how communities experience their 
schools. That responsibility is significant, but it is also incredibly rewarding.

Our future is bright, and the momentum is real.
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SAVE THE DATE:
A4LE Southern Region 

Conference 
April 19-22, 2027

Our Arkansas Chapter is 
hosting next year!

Little Rock Marriott
Little Rock, AR

The call for speakers is 
out now! Proposal 

deadline is February 5, 
2027. 

https://www.a4le.org/Southern/2027_Region_Conference/2027_Region_Conference.aspx
https://www.a4le.org/Southern/2027_Region_Conference/2027_Region_Conference.aspx
https://www.a4le.org/Southern/2027_Region_Conference/2027_Region_Conference.aspx
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Happy September!

I trust everyone has had a great start to the school year and that 
schedules are busy with kids and projects.  Speaking of starts, the 
foundation was fortunate to award several scholarships to very 
deserving students who were continuing or starting their higher ed 
educational journeys, pursuing degrees in architecture, education, 
construction and related fields. The Otto Grove College Scholarship 
is a competitive merit-based scholarship designed for students who 
desire financial support for their pursuit of undergraduate and post-
graduate educational opportunities. 

This year’s recipients represent the best from all of our region, and we 
are proud to have been able to support their college career. 

Otto Grove College Scholarship Recipients
• Courtney Rogers, Conroe, Texas
• Fariha Rashid, B. Arch, MLA, LEED GA, Lubbock, Texas
• Jenna Crum, Tyler,Texas
• Timothy Buku, Searcy, Arkansas
• Kami Hulbert, Siloam Springs, Arkansas

In addition, we awarded scholarships to members interested in 
attending the LearningSCAPES Conference, which will be held in 
Seattle, Washington this November.  These very deserving individuals 
showed their commitment to leadership in their chapters as well as 
the region.  They are:  Breanna Baldwin, with MA+ Architecture in 
Oklahoma and Daniel Grosz, with the Cypress-Fairbanks ISD in 
Houston, TX.

Congratulations to all the very deserving recipients!

Have a great school year!
Irene Nigaglioni, FAIA, ALEP
Foundation Chair, A4LE Southern Region

https://learningscapes.a4le.org/
https://learningscapes.a4le.org/
https://learningscapes.a4le.org/
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Courtney Rogers: Thank you again for this 
incredible opportunity and for all that the 
Foundation does to support students who 
are passionate about creating better learning 
environments. 

Timothy Buku: Thank you so much for this 
wonderful opportunity. I cannot tell you 
how grateful I am to receive this 
scholarship so that I may finish my 
Architecture school and after, step out into 
the field to change the world and the lives 
therein. 

Fariha Rashid: I receive this recognition 
with sincere humility and a renewed sense 
of responsibility. It strengthens my 
commitment to bridging academic 
research and design practice so that 
scholarly knowledge can be translated into 
meaningful and practical improvements in 
schools and learning communities.

LEARNINGSCAPES 
SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENTS
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LEARNINGSCAPES 
SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENTS

Kami Hulbert: Receiving this scholarship 
means a great deal to me. It opens doors 
to further my education and expands my 
knowledge of design and how to create 
better learning environments for students 
to come.

Jenna Crum: Receiving this scholarship 
has been very encouraging in 
pursuing my architecture degree. Being 
selected shows an investment in my 
growth as a designer and student in 
college. 

Breanna Baldwin: I am sincerely 
grateful to receive this scholarship to 
attend the LearningSCAPES 
Conference. This opportunity allows 
me to expand my knowledge, learn 
from industry leaders, and bring new 
ideas back to my work and community. 
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ARKANSAS CHAPTER
The chapter’s Thaden Lower School tour event in July was highly 
successful with a number of (not yet) members joining.

The chapter’s next event is tentatively being planned to take place in 
association with the state AIA convention. More updates to follow.

Southern Region convention 2027 planning is in full swing. The 
chapter is currently accepting speaking proposals.

Conference Theme:

RE:IMAGINE SCHOOLS

From Existing Spaces to New Possibilities

• RE:USE

• RE:PURPSE

• RE:INVENT

• RE:IMAGINE

• RE:THINK

• RE:CONNECT

A4LE Southern Region 
Conference 

April 19-22, 2027

Little Rock Marriott
Little Rock, AR

The call for speakers is 
out now! Proposal 

deadline is February 5, 
2027.

A4LE Submissions 

https://www.a4le.org/Southern/2027_Region_Conference/2027_Region_Conference.aspx
https://www.a4le.org/Southern/2027_Region_Conference/2027_Region_Conference.aspx
https://a4le.awardsplatform.com/
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CENTRAL TEXAS CHAPTER
The next chapter tour is coming up on September 21. 
Registration is open here: 2026 Central Texas Chapter 
Meeting -September

Check out the 
upcoming Central 

Texas events on 
their page at 

A4LE.org!

https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=CTXSEPT26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=CTXSEPT26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=CTXSEPT26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=CTXSEPT26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
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GULF COAST CHAPTER
Next Chapter Tour is coming up on October 15 at Kingwood Middle 
School, which is the 2026 Southern Region Project of Distinction.

Kirksey Architecture will present how the school redefines the 
traditional middle school model through an innovative, student-
centered design rooted in flexibility and visibility.

2026 Gulf Coast Chapter Tour - October

Coming Soon:

Sporting Clay Event
Thursday, 

November 19, 
2026.

Last day to register 
is November 10, 

2026. Sign up here: 
2026 Gulf Coast 

Chapter Sporting 
Clay Event

https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=GCCOCT26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=GCCOCT26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=GCCOCT26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=GCCLAY26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=GCCLAY26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=GCCLAY26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
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LOUISIANA CHAPTER
The chapter’s most recent event was a virtual presentation on August 26.

For more 
information on 

upcoming events, 
reach out to local 

chapter leadership. 
Information 

available at the 
Louisiana Chapter 

page at A4LE.org
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NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER
North Texas has a new president! Maurice Thames of Stantec has 
stepped into the role. Thank you Maurice!

The very well attended Summer Social took place in July at the 
Rangers Game. 

Upcoming 
Events:

September 16 – 
Well Told, Well Built: 

The Craft of 
Environmental 

Branding

October 24 – North 
Texas College and 

Career Fair

October 30 – 
Annual Golf 
Tournament
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OKLAHOMA CHAPTER
The chapter meetings keep coming! Check out the chapter page for 
upcoming events: Oklahoma Chapter

https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Southern/Oklahoma/Oklahoma.aspx?hkey=3bc92d1f-a740-44b6-8115-8d98f897578e
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SOUTH TEXAS CHAPTER
The chapter hosts an upcoming bond presentation on 
September 24 at the Region 20 Education Service Center. 

This session will provide an overview of current school district 
bond programs and the projects they are making possible. 
Presenters will share information about facility needs, planned 
improvements, capital priorities, and upcoming projects. 
Attendees will gain insight into the investments being made in 
educational facilities and what is ahead for school 
communities across the region.

Register here: 2026 South Texas Chapter Event - September

Upcoming 
Events

 
Available on their 
Chapter LinkedIn 

Page!

https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=STXSEPT26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=STXSEPT26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=STXSEPT26&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2
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SCHOOLS NEXT
2026-2027 Competition registration is now open: SchoolsNEXT

The International 
Award of Excellence 
Team will present at 

LearningSCAPES!

https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/A4LE/Programs_Awards/SchoolsNEXT/SchoolsNEXT.aspx?hkey=98e831e4-814d-45ec-9612-0b47701443b4
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Learning Without Limits: Alternative 
Environments for Tomorrow’s Students

Join us in 
Seattle 

November 4 - 7

Regular rate 
registration 

ends 
September 30!

 Access 
options here: 

Register | 
LearningSCAPES

2026 
Conference

Opening Keynote – George Couros
As a passionate advocate for progressive education, George travels 
the globe sharing insights and strategies on cultivating innovation 
within our schools. His sessions delve into transformative 
educational practices that inspire educators and leaders alike to 
create vibrant, empowering learning environments.

Closing Keynote – Eric Scheninger
Eric works with schools worldwide, helping educators meet and 
exceed their potential to improve learners’ outcomes. He is the 
founder and CEO of Aspire Change EDU, a collaborative consultancy 
that provides personalized support to all educational systems.

More information is available here: LearningSCAPES 2026 Conference

https://learningscapes.a4le.org/Register.html
https://learningscapes.a4le.org/Register.html
https://learningscapes.a4le.org/Register.html
https://learningscapes.a4le.org/Register.html
https://learningscapes.a4le.org/
https://learningscapes.a4le.org/
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