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• Expand the diversity of attendees at the annual 
conference by encouraging participation at the 
university level

• Student opportunities: educational facility 
planning, collaboration with design professionals, 
presentation skills, career development

• Add a “student perspective” component to the 
annual conference

Purpose of the Competition



Competition Overview

• Students at Virginia Tech and Hampton University competed independently with the same building 
program, but different sites

• 2 classes total – 1 class at Virginia Tech and 1 class at Hampton University

Awards per Each Class

• First Place - $500 award + conference expenses (present design)

• Second Place - $250 award + conference expenses (present design)

• Two Honorable Mentions – certificate

Mentoring Teams

• Virginia Tech – Spectrum Design, Moseley Architects, RRMM Architects

• Hampton University – Newport News Public Schools, RRMM Architects 



• Design a “High School Center for Performing Arts” – a collaborative environment intended to enhance 
learning opportunities for high school students aspiring to further their career in the performing arts arena. 

• Sites selected by Universities

• 3rd or 4th year architecture students, 6-10 weeks to complete

• Program was organized around flexible design that is able to support a variety of activities and promotes 
collaboration between all students 

Competition Overview

PERFORMANCECOLLABORATION CELEBRATION



Judging Criteria

• Creativity

• Learning Enhancement 
Potential

• Educational Functionality 
and Flexibility 

• Presentation Quality



Honorable Mention – Erik Harvey Virginia Tech



Honorable Mention – Erik Harvey Virginia Tech

Judges’ Comments: 

• Use of tensile structure is unique, and 

scale of project is great 

• Excellent program layout and functional 

plans 



Honorable Mention – Alexis Jurgens Virginia Tech



Honorable Mention – Alexis Jurgens Virginia Tech

Judges’ Comments: 

• Beautiful board and eye-catching 

graphics 

• Artistic building design, yet fully 

functional and responded to the 

program appropriately 



Second Place – Jacklynn “Jackie” Benfield Virginia Tech



Second Place – Jacklynn “Jackie” Benfield Virginia Tech

Judges’ Comments: 

• Board layout one of the best – use 

of watercolor wash and color 

schemes played beautifully 

• One of the most “buildable” 

buildings

• Excellent elevations, arranged in an 

artistic, yet understandable layout



First Place – Mohamad “Mo” Yaish Virginia Tech



First Place – Mohamad “Mo” Yaish Virginia Tech

Judges’ Comments: 

• Excellent description of “concept” 

followed through in the design 

• Visually stimulating graphics and 

well thought out arrangement –

every image and detail depicts a 

unique aspect



Honorable Mention – Michael Poarch Hampton University



Honorable Mention – Michael Poarch Hampton University

Judges’ Comments: 

• The program spaces are laid out 

well.

• Excellent use of materials on the 

façade to make an interesting and 

harmonious design.

• The elevations are strong and 

colorful, creating a friendly and 

lively presence.



Honorable Mention – Dominique Murray Hampton University



Honorable Mention – Dominique Murray Hampton University

Judges’ Comments: 

• The boards are laid out well 

graphically making it very clear 

and easy to understand the 

design.

• Does a good job of making the 

structure part of the design with 

the canopy columns and the 

stairwells.

• It’s a great idea to have the 

outdoor theater as the central 

focus of the school. 



Second Place – Trayquan Walton Hampton University



Second Place – Trayquan Walton Hampton University

Judges’ Comments: 

• Excellent use of materials and forms 

on the façade to make an interesting 

and harmonious design.

• The imagery in the central lobby is 

beautiful and totally evocative of the 

true art form that the school is 

supposed to represent: Theatre and 

performing arts.

• The renderings are excellent and 

really helps the viewer feel the 

space you’re trying to create.



First Place – Diamond Davis Hampton University



First Place – Diamond Davis Hampton University

Judges’ Comments: 

• The boards are laid out well 

graphically making it very clear and 

easy to understand the design.

• I love how the structural canopy 

columns mimic the exterior skin, it 

ties the design together nicely.

• The floor plan is very clear, concise, 

and well thought out.



Final Jury Comments

▪ Graphic composition is very important

▪ Illustrate graphic elements that best tell the story 

▪ Make sure plans and renderings are easy to read and 
detailed

▪ Overall….  Very Impressive!!!  Thank you!!!



Special Thanks to…

• Virginia Tech
– Professor Elizabeth Grant

• Hampton University
– Professor Robert Easter


