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• Expand the diversity of attendees at the annual 
conference by encouraging participation at the 
university level

• Student opportunities: educational facility 
planning, collaboration with design professionals, 
presentation skills, career development

• Add a “student perspective” component to the 
annual conference

Purpose of the Competition



Competition Overview

• Students at Virginia Tech and Hampton University competed independently
• 3 classes total – 2 classes at Virginia Tech and 1 class at Hampton University

Awards per Each Class
• First Place - $500 award + conference expenses (present design)
• Second Place - $200 award + conference expenses (present design)
• Two Honorable Mentions – certificate

Mentoring Teams
• Virginia Tech – Stafford County Public Schools, RRMM Architects, Grimm + Parker Architects
• Hampton University – Newport News Public Schools, RRMM Architects, Moseley Architects



• Design a STEM Elementary School for 800 students

• Sites selected by Universities

• 3rd or 4th year architecture students, 6 weeks to complete

• Program organized around spaces that promote a holistically healthy student - Leadership, Nutrition, 
Fitness, and Discovery with formal and informal learning spaces

Competition Overview

LEADERSHIP NUTRITION FITNESS DISCOVERY

http://www.archdaily.com/?attachment_id=326120


Judging Criteria

• Creativity

• Learning Enhancement 
Potential

• Educational Functionality

• Presentation Quality

• Sustainability



First Place – Carolyn Thoenen Virginia Tech Class 1



First Place – Carolyn Thoenen Virginia Tech Class 1
Jury Comments:
▪ good connectivity 

between the 
different learning 
environments

▪ promotes 
interaction 
between grade 
levels with dynamic 
building/site section



Second Place– Brandon Holcombe Virginia Tech Class 1



Second Place– Brandon Holcombe Virginia Tech Class 1

Jury Comments:
▪ the flow of storm water is clearly expressed as it 

illustrates life cycles and natural forces

▪ water becomes a vehicle for learning throughout the school



Honorable Mention – Andres Jimenez Botero Virginia Tech Class 1

Jury Comments:
▪ with positive effects on 

vision, memory, and 
morale, daylighting is a 
design and learning tool 



Honorable Mention – Allison Baker Virginia Tech Class 1

Jury Comments:
▪ the concepts of a school within a 

school, collaboration, and sustainability 
are developed in a series of learning “nests”



First Place – Connor Phiel Virginia Tech Class 2



First Place – Connor Phiel Virginia Tech Class 2

Jury Comments:
▪ the different grade levels have great sight lines to see 

and experience what the other grade levels are doing

▪ these learning environments are successfully 
integrated into a barn structure which relates back to 
the local vernacular



Second Place – Kelly McCarthy Virginia Tech Class 2



Second Place – Kelly McCarthy Virginia Tech Class 2

Jury Comments:
▪ a variety of learning spaces ranging 

from classrooms to collaborative 
spaces to unique outdoor courtyards 
that encourage students to gather, 
discover, and reflect on the natural 
environment

▪ skylights provide a dynamic 
daylighting effect, while changes in 
the floor level direct movement and 
create learning spaces



Honorable Mention – Min Choe Virginia Tech Class 2
Jury Comments:
▪ niches and other 

child-inspired 
spaces illustrate 
the thought that 
was given to how 
students would 
experience the 
building



Honorable Mention – Seema Sumadre Virginia Tech Class 2

Jury Comments:
▪ earth, sky, and water are celebrated in the design of this STEM school



First Place – Chase Kea Hampton University Class 3



First Place – Chase Kea Hampton University Class 3

Jury Comments:
▪ well researched, well documented, 

programmatic areas are well zoned

▪ demonstrated a good 
understanding of the outdoors -
very good connection between the 
outdoors and the indoors by 
relating the marsh to the building



Second Place – William Parks Hampton University Class 3



Second Place – William Parks Hampton University Class 3

Jury Comments:
▪ the elevations are colorful and bold, very refreshing, and friendly to 

elementary school age kids - this is what an elementary school is 
supposed to look like



Honorable Mention – Philpatsy Agwu Hampton University Class 3
Jury Comments:
▪ strong inside/outside 

connection by the 
use of collaborative 
learning courtyards



Honorable Mention – Darryl Alexander Hampton University Class 3

Jury Comments:
▪ ingenuous use of color for 

wayfinding purposes 



Award – Katie DiFrancisco, Chris Padgett, Wade Gallagher, 
Spencer Parker School of the Future Competition

“It’s not the strongest of the 
species that survives, nor 
the most intelligent, but the 
one most responsive to 
change.” Charles Darwin

This quote represents the 
basis of education; that 
students should learn to be 
adaptive and go into the 
world to bring the change 
that is necessary – this 
design reflects a 
pedagogical change in 
education.



Final Jury Comments

▪ Diagrams are Important to Explain an Idea

▪ Develop the Concept at Different Scales

▪ Entourage Helps the Viewer to Understand the Spaces

▪ Provide Clarity of Concept
Include a Legend of Spaces
Emphasize What’s Important

▪ Overall….  Very Impressive!!!  Thank you!!!



Special Thanks to…

• Virginia Tech
– Professor Elizabeth Grant
– Professor Mario Cortes

• Hampton University
– Professor Robert Easter
– Professor Paul Battaglia

• School of the Future
– Mike Ulderich
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