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Jury Comments
• Celebrated History
• Designed around people
• Students are the focus
• Acoustics 
• Good use of natural light
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Descriptive Data 

 size of site - 9 acres 
 student capacity – 1,300
 area of building (SF) – 180,00 SF (140,000 SF original 

building, 40,000 SF Addition 
 total project cost - $36.55 million 
 cost per square feet (SF/S) - $203/SF
 cost per student ($/student) - $28,115/student
 space per student (SF/student) – 138 SF/student 
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Silver Award

Dorothy Hamm Middle School

Quinn Evans Architects 

Arlington County Public Schools, VA

Renovations – Additions Category
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Dorothy Hamm Middle School 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School, formerly known as Stratford Junior High School, opened in 1950 as one of the many schools built during the post-World War II construction boom in the Washington 
metropolitan area. The school was designed in the International Style prevalent during the era, and is today one of few remaining examples of that architectural style in Arlington County.  
The school was built according to a linear, rectangular plan and is clad in buff brick and sandstone veneer. The primary, northwest façade is highlighted by an elegant, columned portico that serves 
as the historic main entrance, flanked by two-story wings. Considered “Arlington’s most ambitious school construction project” at the time, the original building features concrete post-and-beam 
construction and high-end materials such as glass block and terrazzo. Stratford also boasted the first science laboratory specifically built for that purpose in the county.

Dismantling Racial Barriers: A Socially Progressive Legacy
While the building itself is distinctive for its architecture and construction, as well as its ambitious mid-20th century educational programming, Stratford would also later play a prominent role in 
Virginia’s civil rights history. On February 2, 1959, the all-White junior high school became the first public school in the Commonwealth of Virginia to desegregate with the admission of four African 
American students: Ronald Deskins, Michael Jones, Lance Newman, and Gloria Thompson. The four seventh-graders were escorted into the school accompanied by 85 police officers. This landmark 
event, which took place nearly five years after the Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education decision, finally signaled the end of “massive resistance” to the integration of schools throughout the 
state and the nation.
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Before

After – Design Concept

Locating the Addition
Siting the 40,000-square-foot addition, which represented a significant intervention on 
the site, was the major challenge for the design team. Working with community 
stakeholders, we explored several alternatives. Considerations included maintaining a 
compact configuration with highly functional connections to the existing building; 
minimizing disruption to the site, including its recreational and green spaces; and 
preserving the façade and existing views of the historic structure. 

The addition was ultimately positioned at the southwest end of the building on an 
existing parking lot. This allowed the new structure to connect to three of the four 
stories in the original building. This alternative proved to be the least invasive solution, 
preserving existing views and creating a vibrant new central core for the school. “The 
intersection between the old and the new is now considered the heart of the school,” 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School Principal Ellen Smith has noted.

Siting the addition in this location preserved the historic view shed of the path the 
students took on their way to integrate the school.

Historic Viewshed
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A New Central Core
An open, grand central stair highlights the new 
addition, connecting all three levels both 
physically and visually. A dynamically patterned, 
faceted wall spans the entire height of the 
space, also connecting all three levels. The 
library was relocated to the Addition and 
grouped with other “big box” spaces such as the 
gym and cafeteria in the existing building and 
the new auxiliary gyms. The first floor of the 
addition includes such high-energy spaces as 
the auxiliary gyms and locker rooms. The 
second floor introduces a vibrant student 
commons, an open, flexible space with a variety 
of comfortable seating options and a large 
media wall that encourages curiosity, 
knowledge, and activism. This commons space 
and nearby, glass-front classrooms surround 
the library and are highly integrated with the 
library programming. The third floor transitions 
to more focused, quiet spaces that include math 
and science classrooms. Colors change from 
floor to floor as a means of orientation and 
wayfinding, and to integrate the new structure 
with the original building. 
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New Expanded Library 
The new library located next to the student commons area, has become the 
new heart of the school. It encourages students to engage with each other 
as well as provide quiet study opportunities. Classrooms are co-located 
within the Library area to provide more access and usage of the space 
throughout the day. The Library helps facilitate and encourage discovery, 

curiosity, and active learning. 



Supporting Fluid Learning

2022 A4LE Virginia Chapter and
Southeast Region Joint Conference

Supporting Fluid Learning

ARCHITECTURAL EXHIBITION &  AWARDS



Supporting Fluid Learning

Jury Comments
• Practically having herb garden to use in cooking 
• Sustainability
• Design well thought out 
• Floor to ceiling windows 
• Good use of color

Renovations – Additions Category
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Size Of Site (Acres): .40 Acre

Student Capacity: 48 students

• 24 (classroom) + 24 (kitchen lab) 

Area Of Building (SF): 11,260 SF

Total Project Cost: $5 Million

Cost Per Square Feet (SF/S): $327 

• $3,707,000 (original contract sum from pay app) / (6,560 SF (culinary arts addition) + 4,770 SF (classroom addition))

Cost Per Student ($/Student): $18,625

• 1989 SF (culinary arts lab) + 745 SF (culinary classroom) +  x $327 SF /  students

Space Per Student (SF/student): 104 SF

• 1,989 (culinary arts lab) + 745 (culinary classroom) + 2,543 (victory works classroom) + 363 (life skills kitchen) / students

Descriptive Data 
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Gold Award

Heyward Career & Technology Center –
Culinary Arts & Classroom Additions 

Quackenbush Architects + Planners 

Richland School District One - Columbia, SC

Renovations – Additions Category
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STEEL TUBE 
COLUMN BEYOND
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Jury Comments
• Sustainability
• Utilize space under stairway 
• Nice Social Heart 
• Good Lighting 
• Colors used for wayfinding

New Construction Category
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Descriptive Data 
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Silver Award

Princess Anne Middle School

RRMM Architects 

Virginia Beach City Public Schools, VA

New Construction Category



Supporting Fluid Learning



Supporting Fluid Learning



Supporting Fluid Learning



Supporting Fluid Learning



Supporting Fluid Learning

2022 A4LE Virginia Chapter and
Southeast Region Joint Conference

Supporting Fluid Learning

ARCHITECTURAL EXHIBITION &  AWARDS



Supporting Fluid Learning

Jury Comments
• Small group rooms for collaborative spaces 
• Wide Corridors 
• Places for student work to be displayed 
• Colors used to draw connections between inside and 

outside

New Construction Category
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Descriptive Data 

Size of Site (acres):    23.33 acres

Student Capacity:    900 students

Area of Building (sf):   102,778 gsf

Total Project Cost:    $28,884,530.00

Cost per Square Feet:   $281/sf

Cost per Student:    $32,093/student

Space per Student:    114 gsf/student
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Gold Award

Anne E. Moncure Elementary School

Grimm + Parker Architects

Stafford County Public Schools, VA

New Construction Category
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Main Level Floor PlanUpper Level Floor Plan

Lower Level Floor Plan Building Section
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Anne E. Moncure Elementary

The new Anne E. Moncure embraces Stafford County Public Schools’ (SCPS) pedagogical initiative where next-generation learning spaces facilitate learner-centered,
student-driven, real-world, and project-based learning. These environments promote SCPS C5W All Century Learning Revolution by focusing on the whole person and
where students are empowered and inspired to embrace Communication, Collaboration, Critical Thinking, Creativity, Citizenship, and Wellness.
SCPS believes that students should be exposed to holistic learning opportunities that advance their intellect, health, and spirit. SCPS’s vision for these learning
environments is defined by three guiding principles:

1. Build the skills, knowledge, and expertise students need to be lifelong learners and empower them to greatness.
2. Develop the wellness of students by providing environments that promote, support, and educate about proper nutrition and regular

physical activity.
3. Provide an adaptable “learner-centered” culture of creativity and innovation for consistent student achievement and success.
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An integrated maker-space where students foster skills such
as communication, problem-solving, critical thinking within
collaborative activities that allow for active hands-on
learning. Learning and its effects are on display throughout
the school.

Learning Commons
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Innovative Features

The building serves as a teaching tool that allows students
and the community a variety of learning opportunities.
Environments to support contemporary models of teaching
facilitate learning in the most authentic way – creativity,
inspiration, and commitment informed by real-world
evidence and experience, where those who desire to use
their heads, hands and hearts to productive endeavor will
not only thrive, but prosper. Full of interesting things to
observe, discover and get your hands dirty, outdoor
learning environments are a necessity for connecting
students to the natural world.

Outdoor Discovery Lab

Mascot Sculpture relocated from old school

Lego Wall

Exposing mechanical systems

Exposing plumbing systems

Cardinal direction 
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People’s Choice Category
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Potomac Shores Middle School

Moseley Architects

Prince William County Public Schools, VA

People’s Choice Category
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