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AWARDED 

 

BAILEY’S UPPER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOR 

THE ARTS AND SCIENCES 

OFFICE TO SCHOOL CONVERSION 

 

Fairfax County Public Schools   

Superintendent: Steve Lockard 

 

Design Firm: 

Architectural Firm: Cooper Carry 

Builder 

John C. Grimberg, Co. Inc. 
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AWARDED 

 

BAILEY’S UPPER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOR 

THE ARTS AND SCIENCES 

OFFICE TO SCHOOL CONVERSION 

 

DATA: 

student capacity: 750  

area of building (SF): 110,045 SF 

total project cost**($):  $11,915,323 

cost per square feet: $108.27 / SF 

 

 
*All numbers are for Phase 1  
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Classroom Level Floor plans 
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Category: New Elementary Schools 
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AWARDED 

 

DISCOVERY STEM ACADEMY 
 
Newport News Public Schools 
 
Superintendent:   Dr. Ashby Kilgore 
  
Design Firm:   Grimm + Parker Architects 
 
Builder:    Oyster Point Construction 
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AWARDED 

DISCOVERY STEM ACADEMY 

 

DATA: 

 

student capacity: 850  

area of building (SF):  97,000 SF 

total project cost($):  $ 23,000,000.00 

cost per square feet: $ 237/ SF 
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Discovery STEM Academy 

The new Discovery STEM Academy embraces Newport News Public Schools’ (NNPS) significant STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) pedagogical 

initiative where learning spaces facilitate learner-centered, student-driven, real-world, project-based learning.  These environments promote a “learning revolution” by 

focusing on the whole person and where students are challenged to be innovative, adaptable, and to operate in collaborative ways.  NNPS believes that students should 

be exposed to holistic learning opportunities that advance their intellect, health, and spirit.  The four fundamental principles intended to promote a holistic student are 

Leadership, Nutrition, Fitness, and Discovery.  Recognizing the essential ties between the school and the community, the facility is also designed with a wing for 

community resources.  NNPS’ vision for these learning environments is defined by three guiding principles:  

 1. Build the skills, knowledge, and expertise students need to be college, career, and citizen ready 

 2. Develop the wellness of students by providing environments that promote, support, and educate about proper nutrition and regular physical activity. 

 3. Provide a “learner-centered” culture of creativity and innovation for consistent student achievement and success. 
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Second Level Floor Plan 

 
 

  

Site Plan | First Level Floor Plan 

Third Level Floor Plan 
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Innovative Features 

  
The four fundamental principles of the holistic student are represented in the organization of the building’s floor plan.  Celebrating the collective and 

acknowledging that all individuals are part of a greater whole, the design provides the kinds of spaces and places needed to foster a sense of 

community both within and beyond the school.  Flexible spaces that create diverse environments from inside to outside reflecting the fact that 

students DO matter. 
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Outdoor Discovery Lab 

Environments to support contemporary models of teaching facilitate 

learning in the most authentic way – creativity, inspiration, and 

commitment informed by real-world evidence and experience, where 

those who desire to use their heads, hands and hearts to productive 

endeavor will not only thrive, but prosper.  Full of interesting things to 

monitor and discover and get your hands dirty, outdoor learning 

environments are a necessity for connecting students to the natural 

world. 
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Nutrition and Fitness Labs 

 
 

  

Two-thirds of Americans are 

either obese or overweight.  The 

design promotes awareness 

and possibilities of healthy food 

choices and maximizes the 

opportunities for physical activity 

as part of the school day. 
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Collaborative Learning Zone (CLZ) 

.  

75% of students learn best by doing.  In a 
STEM curriculum aimed at leveraging the 
power of collaboration, the CLZ offers spaces 
that are adaptable and multifunctional, 
promoting highly flexible learning environments.  
It is often a small group of individuals using 
their minds, books, technology, and other 
“quiet” manipulatives to create new knowledge 
together.  It is also often a large group with 
access to a wide variety of manipulatives 
collaborating to deliver performances or build 
tangible objects in this environment specifically 
equipped to facilitate the tasks at hand. 
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An integrated maker-space 

where students foster skills 

such as communication, 

problem-solving, critical 

thinking within collaborative 

activities that allow for 

active hands-on learning.  

Learning and its effects are 

on display throughout the 

school. 

  

Tinker Lab 
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Beyond providing compulsories to support a modern, comprehensive educational 

program the design celebrates teaching and learning, inspires greatness, and 

encourages lifelong learners.  It provides the places and spaces necessary to foster 

the learned abilities, skills, and behaviors required of students as citizens of the 

world – creativity and collaboration. 

  

  

Learning Studio 
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Virginia Chapter  

Association for Learning Environments  
Annual Conference 

May 1-2, 2017 

Category: New Middle Schools 

ARCHITECTURAL EXHIBIT AWARDS 
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AWARDED 

 

FREDERICK COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

Frederick County  Public Schools 
 
Superintendent:   Dr. David Sovine 
  
Design Firm:   Stantec Architecture 
 
Builder:    Branch & Associates  
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AWARDED 

DISCOVERY STEM ACADEMY 

 

DATA: 

 

student capacity: 900  

area of building (SF):  185,000 SF 

total project cost($):  $ 41,500,000.00 

cost per square feet: $ 224/ SF 
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Southwest aerial view Northeast aerial view 

Site Plan 
The siting of the 

building responds 

to the topography 
of the sloping site 

and provides 

dramatic views of 
the surrounding 

mountains. The 

massing of the 
building responds 

to solar orientation, 

integrates outdoor 
learning spaces 

and breaks down a 

large building.  
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Virginia Chapter  

Association for Learning Environments  
Annual Conference 

May 1-2, 2017 

Category: Special Jury Award 

ARCHITECTURAL EXHIBIT AWARDS 
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AWARDED 

 

DISCOVERY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 
Arlington County  Public Schools 
 
Superintendent:   Dr. Patrick Murphy 
  
Design Firm:   VMDO Architects P.C. 
 
Builder:    Sigal  Construction 
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AWARDED 

DISCOVERY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 

DATA: 

 

student capacity: 630  

area of building (SF):  97,588 SF 

total project cost($):  $ 32,830,000.00 

cost per square feet: $ 336/ SF 
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