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The new additions to the school 

provide a “new face”, promoting a 

sense of pride to the students and 

staff.  The Main Entrance is now 

easily identified for visitor entry. 

 

Safety and security is improved and 

subtly maintained with visual 

monitoring & observation using 

CPTED principles and controlled 

access.  Strategic placement of the 

Main Entrance gives staff access 

control through a secure point of 

entry. 
Front of School - Before 

Front of School - After 
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Virginia Chapter A4LE Conference & 

2016 A4LE Southeast Regional Conference 
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Special Jury Recognition 
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Louisa County Public Schools, VA 

Grimm + Parker Architects 
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2016 A4LE Southeast Regional Conference 
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On August 23, 2011, a magnitude 5.8 earthquake struck the 

Piedmont region of the U.S. state of Virginia.  The epicenter of the 

massive intra-plate quake – Louisa County – would be forever 

changed by the startling geological event (the strongest east coast 

tremor in 67 years).  The Louisa community experienced significant 

damage which rendered the original County High School unusable 

and in need of urgent replacement.  Temporary classrooms, a 

cafeteria, and recreational facilities were constructed to help 

minimize disruption to the school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under the leadership of the Louisa County School Board, we led a 

Louisa stakeholder advisory group through a design process for the 

new high school.  The group created a visionary model that would 

address evolving needs of today’s 21st century learner by 

integrating innovative learning environments for academic and 

career programs.  The new school includes dynamic, student-

centered educational spaces that combine traditional classroom 

features with breakout spaces for collaborative project-based 

learning, and technology-enabled learning.  Career and Technical 

Education spaces provide “real-world” environments for hands-on 

learning.  The new state-of-the-art facility also includes performing 

arts and athletic wings. 

 

 

 

 

  

Louisa County 

High School 
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Library & Media Center with Maker Space 
The re-envisioned library is an integrated space where students foster skills such as communication, problem-

solving, critical thinking within collaborative activities that allow for active hands-on learning. 
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Authentic Learning Environments 
Spaces to support contemporary models of teaching facilitate learning in the most authentic way – 

creativity, inspiration, and commitment informed by real-world evidence and experience, where those 

who desire to use their heads, hands and hearts to productive endeavor will not only thrive, but 

prosper.  To that end, Career and Technical Education (CTE) is integrated with the core curricula 

where each diploma can be accompanied by a CTE certification that could lead to gainful 

employment as well as provide a seamless path to continuing education with advanced degrees 

and/or certificates. 


