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IT’S LIKE A DETECTIVE STORY

 We build schools, lots of them.  

 They’re aesthetically beautiful.

 The national drop out rate is 10.7%

 The national non-completion rate is



THE NUMBERS DON’T LIE…



DROP OUT STATISTICS

 Wages below the poverty 

 Only 45.8% are employed

 19.2% have less than 9 yeas f of school

 13.1% less than 10 years

 22.5% less than 11 years

 514,238 public school students dropped out of high school in the 2009-10 school year

 Nevada had the lowest graduation rate, with 57.8 percent 

 African Americans with 66.1 percent.

 students with learning disabilities and limited fluency in English face long odds to finish high school, with graduation rates for those groups as low as 25 percent in some states

 Minnesota graduation rate for African-American and Hispanic students hovered around 50 percent in 2011, 

 Florida, plan to grade high schools in large measure by student test scores  an incentive to push out failing students?

 Nearly 80 percent of individuals in prison do not have a high school diploma (Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 1995)

 http://www.nea.org/home/13579.htm

 SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS), October 1970 through October 2010. (This table was prepared July 2011.)

 http://www.nea.org/home/13579.htm



THE REAL BRIDGE TO NOWHERE

 More than 50 percent of students entering two-year colleges and nearly 20 percent 
of those entering four-year universities are placed in remedial classes

 Nearly 4 in 10 remedial students in community colleges never complete their 
remedial courses. 

 If they finish remediation more than 75% won’t complete college level math/English
 Fewer than 1 in 10 will graduate within 3 years from a 2 year college and barely 33% 

will get a bachelors in 6 years
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WHY?

 Education that is mass produced
 Do our buildings address classes or individuals?

 Education as an assembly line
 Do our buildings help assembly line thinking?



SO WHAT DO LEARNING STYLES HAVE TO 
DO WITH BUILDING?

The way in which 

students 

new or 

difficult

information



MEET MARY



THE BUILDING EXCELLENCE SURVEY



PERCEPTUAL

 Auditory- 75% of what they hear

 Visual Picture

 Visual Text- documents

 Tactual-small motor

 Kinesthetic-large motor

 Verbal – need to discuss



PSYCHOLOGICAL

 Global sees the forest

 Analytic sees the tress

 Interred both

 Reflectives think first then jump

 Impulsives jump



ENVIRONMENTAL

 How do your buildings measure up?



PHYSIOLOGICAL

 Was you building designed to 

accommodate this?



EMOTIONAL

internally or externally motivated?
one task at a time or several tasks ?
doing tasks the way YOU prefer ?
prefer procedures by others or create
your own?



SOCIOLOGICAL

 Groupings?

 Teacher in charge?

 Variety?



LET’S LOOK AT YOUR AVERAGE BUILDING





COURTYARD



MULTI  PURPOSE



MEDIA CENTER



TOILETS



PLAYGROUND ENTRANCE



RECEPTION
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