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Why do we read? 



A library’s function is to give the 
public in the quickest and cheapest 

way information, inspiration, and 

recreation. If a better way than the 

book can be found, we should use it. 
Melvil Dewey 

Librarian, educator, and inventor of the Dewey Decimal System 



Leesa Vardeman, AIA 
Principal 

Chad Davis, AIA, LEED AP 
Senior Associate / Director of Design 

Niki Manning 
Designer 



World Population 

Top 3 Songs 
1. Rod Stewart – Tonight’s the Night  
2. Andy Gibb – I Just Want to be Your Everything 
3. Emotions – Best of My Love 

http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/annual/showtext.cfm?t=ptb0524  

Graduating class: 1977 

4,303,037,183 1977: 

Leesa Vardeman, AIA 

http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/annual/showtext.cfm?t=ptb0524


World Population 

Top 3 Songs 
1. Chicago – Look Away 
2. Bobby Brown – My Perogative 
3. Poison – Every Rose Has Its Thorn 

http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/annual/showtext.cfm?t=ptb0524  

Graduating class: 1989 

5,190,697,978 

4,303,037,183 1977: 

1989: 

Chad Davis, AIA, LEED AP 

http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/annual/showtext.cfm?t=ptb0524


Graduating class: 2012 Graduating class: 1999 

Niki Manning 

Top 3 Songs 
1. Cher - Believe 
2. TLC – No Scrubs 
3. Monica – Angel of Mine 

http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/annual/showtext.cfm?t=ptb0524  

5,190,697,978 

4,303,037,183 

World Population 

1977: 

1989: 

1999: 

2012: 

6,003,771,994 

7,035,939,568+ 

http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/annual/showtext.cfm?t=ptb0524
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Traditional Library 

A quiet place for reading 



Access to the largest  
local collection of books 

Why did we go to the library? 

That was where the books were... 

• Primary information resource 
To get information, you checked out or 
purchased printed material 

• Casual reading : books or magazines 
Browse to find reading material that 
suited your interests at that moment 



A good place to read... 

• A destination, a place to focus 
A quiet place, where reading was encouraged 
Evoked a state of mind to study or read 
Surrounded by fellow readers 



Dewey who? 

How did people research? 







Presidents-Politics and government (3) 
 
Boller, Paul (1) 
      Presidential campaign (2) 
   Paul F. Boller, Jr – New York : Oxford 
   University Press, 1984 (5) 
      xii, 420 p. : 25 cm (8) 
      Includes bibliographical references 
   and index. (6) 
      ISBN 0-19-503420-1 

1. Presidents—United States—(7) 
Election—History—Anecdotes, facetiae, satire, etc. 
2. United States—Politics & government— 
Anecdotes, facetiae, satire, etc. I. Title. 

E (4) 
176.1 
.B683 
1984 

Subject Heading (3) 
 
 
 
Title (2) 
 
Publisher, date of  
publication: shows 
you how current the  
information is. (5) 
 
This note gives the  
number of pages and 
indicates illustrations, 
maps, and portraits. (8) 

Author (1) 
 
The call number 
enables you to  
locate the book 
on the shelf. (4) 
 
 
 
 
This note indicates 
that the book has a  
bibliography, which 
can lead you to other  
sources. (6) 

Look under these subjects in the subject 
catalog for additional books on this topic. (7) 

(The information on the catalog card as found on Voyager records in slightly different order.) 









What technology & resources were available? 



What was the role of the librarian? 



Information resource  



Storyteller 



Organizer 



What did the library look & feel like? 





Library furnishings 



Traditional Library Space Distribution 



High school 



Elementary school 

Library 







Contemporary Library/Media Center 

Thriving center of learning 



I do most of my reading in the car. 



• Primary information resource 
Internet searches: Google, Wikipedia, etc.  

• Casual reading : books, magazines, eReaders 
Browse to find reading material that suits 
your interests at that moment 
Browsing can be done anywhere at anytime 

• Access to technology 
Access to specialized technology that is 
otherwise unavailable 

That’s where books & digital resources are... 

Why do we go to the library? 



A good place to read... 

• A part of daily life, a place to focus 
An engaging place, where reading is 
encouraged 
Evokes a state of mind to study or 
read 
Surrounded by fellow readers 
 



• A comfortable setting 
A relaxed place with appealing, 
comfortable reading nooks and 
furnishings 

A good place to relax... 

• A social center 
Coffee shop motif, 
Barnes & Noble model 



How do you research? 



Which one has access to more selections? 



Welcome the generation of tech-

savvy, self-directed learners 



Today’s kids: 

digital natives 





Literacy today includes the ability to 

multitask, to navigate through different 

streams of information in addition to 

processing text. 



What is the role of the librarian/media specialist? 



“As a library media specialist, I will nurture 

passion for print and non-print media while 

teaching 21st century technology skills by creating 

an environment conducive for reading, exploring, 

and learning.” 
Sarah Hibbitts, MLS 

Library Media Specialist, Ridgeview Elementary School 



Information 

resource 



Storyteller 

http://bacirc.edublogs.org/files/2012/05/NSSstudents-1ns3zbi.jpg


Organizer 



Librarians are becoming experts in 

informatics, social networking,  

e-government, civic participation 

and community development. 



The Contemporary Library 



Contemporary Media Center Space Distribution 



“The 21st Century library teaches a comfort and understanding of the 

intellectual concepts behind information technology, whilst maintaining 

the library as a thriving center of research, reading and learning.” 
Laura Lee Calverley 

“Guest Post:  The 21st Century School Library:  Literacy in a New Era” 

The 21st Century Library 



Embracing 21st Century Learning 

Concepts 





Upper Level 



Lower Level 





Upper level library 









Circulation 



Lower level media center 



A library without borders 



Technology 









Flex room 





Beyond the Borders 







Future Possibilities 

A portal and a destination 



A library’s function is to give the 
public in the quickest and cheapest 

way information, inspiration, and 

recreation. If a better way than the 

book can be found, we should use it. 
Melvil Dewey 

Librarian, educator, and inventor of the Dewey Decimal System 



Phones, media players, and 

computers will increasingly merge 

into portable devices that will free 

the information seeker completely 

from wired sources. 





What do we want to accomplish with a library? 



Unbiased access to information 

• Reader education 
Advocating reading 
Be good readers & have a passion for reading 

• Technology based skills 
Guide students through the vast library in the clouds 
How to judge the reliability of a website 

• Ability to access the library  
from digital devices from  
anywhere inside or outside  
of the school 

Promote strategies to  
ensure that these devices  
are placed in students’ hands 
 
 



Resource for technology devices 

• Lead the school in embracing technology 
Wikis, blogs, webpages, e-books, etc. 

• New media literacy 
Ability to critically assess & develop 
content that uses new media for 
persuasive communication 

• Turning a library into a maker space 
3-D printers, etc. 

• Virtual collaboration 
Ability to work productively, drive 
engagement, and demonstrate presence 
as a member of a virtual team 
 
 



• Inquiry education 
Guided inquiry & developing an 
inquiry process 
Information processing education 

• Higher order thinking skills 
Problem solving 
Communication & collaboration 
Develop knowledge & understanding 

• Information handling skills 
How to efficiently use the library 
& its resources 

• Searching skills 
Teach students to be discerning 
users of information 

Promoting lifelong learning 





Accessible after hours for 
students & the community 

• Increasingly work with communities 
• Space for business & entrepreneurs 

Incubator for ideas & entrepreneurship 
Provide meeting space, patent clinics & 
investor clinics 

Promoting community & civic engagement 



Dunedin Library, 
New Zealand 

… a dynamic place, where anything can happen 



• Center of creativity & inspiration 
• Engaging social setting 
• Performance venue 
• Gallery 
• Maker space 
• Recording & art studio 

What possible functions could a library serve? 

http://youmediachicago.org/2-about-us/pages/2-about-us


What might be the future role of the media specialist? 



Information resource 



Storyteller 



Organizer / IT Specialist 



“The library is going to be more complex than 

ever.  Librarians are going to have to manage 

not just the collections, but all of the readers’ 

contributions to them.” 

David Weinberger 

Technologist and Commentator 
 



Google Books Library Project 

 

Ultimate goal is to work with 
publishers and libraries to create a 
comprehensive, searchable, virtual 
card catalog of all books in all 
languages. 



Book warehouse concept 



http://www.bookswim.com 
 
Similar sites: 
http://www.booksfree.com 
http://www.bookpig.com 
 

http://www.bookswim.com/
http://www.booksfree.com/
http://www.bookpig.com/


• Librarian / Media Specialist’s office 
• Storage for electronic devices 
• Checkout spaces for electronic devices 
• Comfortable, inviting places to read or 

study 
• Gathering spaces for large & small 

groups 
• Maker space with equipment 

What physical spaces are needed? 



Future Library Space Distribution 



Multi-functional and defined 

reading, research & 

collaboration zones 

• Each space large enough 

for full class  

• Age-appropriate soft seating 

& tables 

Librarian’s office, electronic 

device checkout & storage 

• Librarian is more readily 

accessible 

• Available in person and online 

Square footage to be 

saved or redistributed 

throughout the facility 

Bookmobile from 

centralized library 

warehouse 

Upper Level 



Dual-use, defined reading, 

research & collaboration 

zones 

• Each space large enough 

for full class  

• Age-appropriate soft seating 

& tables 

Recording booths, etc. 

Maker space with a 

variety of specialized 

software & equipment 

Lower Level 







Lounge 

Media  
Center 

Group Study 

Flex Quiet 
Study 

Gallery 

Tutoring 

Media  
Center 





A successful library architecture, then, will reflect 
the idea of flexible space that can easily be 
reconfigured to serve a variety of uses. 



Future library services incorporate 

new philosophies 

new technologies 

new spaces 

to meet the needs of all users more effectively 



Libraries without Borders 


