PLANNING FOR THE UNKOWN

DESIGNING FOR CURRICULUM GOALS
IN OUTDOOR LEARNING
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Analyze current and future curriculum
opportunities to drive project guiding
principles.

2. Examine Site constraints and Opportunities
to create valuable affordances for outdoor
learning.

3. Advocate for project elements that allow for
future flexibility.

4. Identify site features that enhance
community and student well-being.



"In the circles all around us everywhere

the
that we all go there's a difference we
can make and a love we can all show." C I R @ ‘:LE

ALL AROUND US

NEW YORK TIMES BEST SE( pp




Summer Literacy Camp

What if cchool always (ooked (ike thic?




HEALTHY FOR BODY AND MIND

Spending time outdoors is shown to reduce

stress, increase physical activity, improve
circulation and heart health, increase focus and
attention...and so much more!

ACADEMIC IMPROVEMENT

Students who spend time learning and
exploring the outdoors during the school day
have shown to have increased motivation and
engagement in schoolwork. School attendance
and personal responsibility for classwork also
improve with increased outdoor exposure.

BUILDING COMMUNITY

Students learn social skills through collaborative
learning experiences, and the outdoors provide
abundant space for collaboration. Disruptive
behaviors often decrease when students work
outdoors as self-regulation improves with more
exposure to natural elements.

Every season is outdoor learning season!




COMBINING PATHS
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HELENAST.

New Elementary Site

MT. STUART ELEMENTARY
MATURE PARK




Engagement
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

« Honor the history of the
Ellensburg community

« Honor the diversity of
cultures and traditions in
the region

« Connect to the outdoors &
nature, capturing views of
the surrounding natural
environment




Outdoor Learning & Play:

« Include intentional outdoor spaces
that honor learning and creativity

. Integrate elements of play
throughout the site and the building

- Design outdoor spaces to be flexible
with a variety of areas for exploration
and discovery

- Foster a sense of stewardship for the
environment




Initial Diagrams

. Courtyard Organization

- Shared space connection to outdoors

« Views to nature and the surrounding natural
environment
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Ellensburg School District and FieldSTEM®

Working toward a day when all students in their role as learners have voice and are active productive scientists
and citizens in their communities.

Economics, Civics & High-Impact
Cultural Engagement: Field Experiences:
Integrating Tribal sovereignty Outdoor, place-based

(STD) & analyzing social systems experiences for students

ESD BOARD ENDS Weiimneenl CEEAT D

Outcomes for Students

English Language Arts: FieldSTEM:

Scientific Inquiry &

“m"m."g) I"wg' Integrated, Engineering Design:

X al

performance tasks and science career g
notebooking strofegies locally relevant, investigations and

field-based engineering design projects

learning

Community Collaborators: .

i¥7 Meaningful Math:

Addressing authentic questions, S

pioblems;lssuesoropportunitiesin] mathematics and statistics to analyze
partnership with local employers situations or fo model future

situations

Many FieldSTEM projects also integrate:
Strong Academic & Future Ready
2I* Century Technology: Health & Physical

Skl]lS Utilizing technology tools 1o collect Education:

and analyze data and iskand -
‘personal and community health

Creative Expression &
Presentation:
Using artistic principles to
effectively communicate ideas
and information fo others

communicate conclusions using
electronic media.




FieldSTEM® Support

Professional Learning | Resources | Field Experiences

Community Connections | Mentorship & Consultation




Wayfinding
& Experiential Graphics







Ida Nason Aronica
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Celebrating Cultures

o YAKAMA NATION
« SWANS
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SEEDS OF THE FUTURE
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
FULL CIRCLE




"As our circles grow and grow and we il
watch them wonder-eyed, remember d

the first circle started with just the love C I R @ [LE S
you hold inside." Aﬂj& AR@UND US

NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER
/ _‘\\\




CIRCLES

ALL AROUND US

Thank You!




