
PLANNING FOR THE UNKOWN
DESIGNING FOR CURRICULUM GOALS 

IN OUTDOOR LEARNING



LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Analyze current and future curriculum 
opportunities to drive project guiding 
principles.
Examine Site constraints and Opportunities 
to create valuable affordances for outdoor 
learning.
Advocate for project elements that allow for 
future flexibility.
Identify site features that enhance 
community and student well-​being.
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 "In the circles all around us everywhere 
that we all go there's a difference we 
can make and a love we can all show."
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Summer Literacy Camp

What if school always looked like this?
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Mount Stuart 
Elementary

Ida Nason Aronica 
Elementary

Lincoln 
Elementary

Morgan 
Middle School

Ellensburg 
High School

Valley View 
Elementary



New Elementary Site

Mount Stuart Elementary Site



Engagement



GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

Honor the history of the 
Ellensburg community

Honor the diversity of 
cultures and traditions in 
the region

Connect to the outdoors & 
nature, capturing views of 
the surrounding natural 
environment



Include intentional outdoor spaces 
that honor learning and creativity

Integrate elements of play 
throughout the site and the building

Design outdoor spaces to be flexible 
with a variety of areas for exploration 
and discovery

Foster a sense of stewardship for the 
environment

Outdoor Learning & Play:



Courtyard Organization
Shared space connection to outdoors
Views to nature and the surrounding natural 
environment

Initial Diagrams



ONE SITE 



ADMIN
LIBRARY

COURTYARD 
CONNECTIONS









Working toward a day when all students in their role as learners have voice and are active productive scientists 
and citizens in their communities.

Ellensburg School District and FieldSTEM®



Professional Learning   |   Resources   |   Field Experiences   |   Community Connections   |   Mentorship & Consultation

FieldSTEM® Support



Wayfinding
& Experiential Graphics





Ida Nason Aronica



Ida 



Ida 



Celebrating Cultures

YAKAMA NATION
SWANS



SEEDS OF THE FUTURE
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
FULL CIRCLE

SUNFLOWER FESTIVAL



"As our circles grow and grow and we 
watch them wonder-​eyed, remember 
the first circle started with just the love 
you hold inside." 



Thank You!


