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Blakely Elementary School, the 2021 A4LE MacConnell award winner, is a 400 student K-4 replacement 
school for the Bainbridge Island School district that grew out of a community vision for a school unique to 
their site and community. A vision evolved of a seamlessly integrated landscape of shared collaborative 
learning experiences that amplify strong student achievement and empower their ever -innovating teaching 
culture through the transformation of the school’s relationship with the surrounding mixed coniferous forest. 

The educational benefits of daylight and improved educational environments has been well documented. 
But as we raise the bar, what are the next levels of higher performing schools where children can connect to 
nature and bring biophilic geometries and indoor – outdoor design elements into learning environments? 

An engaged co-creating process with teachers was essential for the design process of the circulation 
framework and the relationship of classrooms to shared learning. Through workshops with teachers and 
staff, a design parti emerged that celebrated the rising topography of the site, centered learning 
communities within a framework for collaboration, created a quilt of indoor and outdoor experiences and 
connected sustainable performance with environmental education curriculum. 

Multiple sustainability strategies include all electric systems, geothermal wells, over 20,000 plants and 
extensive stormwater infrastructure for filtration and retention. Biophilic design strategies from natural 
design geometries, structural ‘whole trees’ and connections to exterior landscapes are core to the project 
design. 

1. Learning Objectives:Presentation will present detailed strategies for optimizing educational spaces 
for learning and community inclusion.

2. Sustainability strategies for energy, natural ventilation, ground source geothermal and reduced 
embodied carbon will be reviewed.

3. Landscape integration for biodiversity, stormwater treatment and retention will be presented.

4. Technical integration of Structural ‘Whole Tree’ columns.
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Architecture
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Landscape Architecture
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Path to Place 

Site and Ecosystem

Community Engagement

Choreography of Experience 

Bioclimatic Response

Tectonics of place
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Bainbridge Island looking North 

Blakely Elementary School 

Winslow Ferry 



On Bainbridge Island

Site of existing school  
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‘L’ – Flip Chart Diagram 



















How do you find place ? 

What is nature on an urban site?





























































Design Parti



Design Parti









• 20,000 native and 

drought tolerant shrubs, 

perennials and grasses

• 300 Native Trees 

• 160,000 gallon

underground cistern
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Classroom 

Cluster

5 total 
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Site Plantings

Planting Guide 

















Embodied Carbon

539 – approx.

Actual EUI 25

Design EUI 32

63% Reduction
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