
Welcome to Spokane!

Nearly 40 years ago, a world’s fair was held in Spokane, with the tag line “Celebrating Tomorrow’s 

Fresh New Environment.” EXPO ’74 was the first environmentally-themed world’s fair. To create the fair 

site, Spokanites transformed islands and banks along the Spokane River from an industrial wasteland 

to beautiful Riverfront Park, leaving behind legacy buildings such as the Spokane Convention Center 

and the Doubletree Hotel. Now we return to the site of EXPO ‘74 for CEFPI ’13 to think again about 

education, the environment and the future.

Our culture has been through a host of changes since 1974, but we have regained that environmental 

focus. This is particularly visible in school design and reaches beyond school facilities to the curriculum. 

As carefully planned school sites and lessons instill a sense of stewardship in a new generation 

of students, there is reason for optimism in Celebrating Tomorrow’s Fresh New Environment. As 

professionals in planning, designing and equipping school facilities, we have a hand in shaping this future.

Our conference this year is being planned in conjunction with the new Montana Chapter as the 2013 

CEFPI WA/MT Chapter Conference. The Pacific Northwest Region is the largest Region in CEFPI, 

the Washington Chapter is the largest Chapter in the Pacific Northwest and the Montana Chapter 

is the newest and fastest growing. Our members are truly leaders in education facility planning and 

sustainability, so there are unlimited opportunities to learn from each other and make the connections 

that will propel us toward better solutions.

I hope you will take this time to relax, connect, learn, debate, have fun and return to your work 

reinvigorated and inspired.

Thank you for coming,

Philip Riedel
President 
CEFPI Washington Chapter

June 5-7, 2013
Spokane, WA
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SCHEDULE OVERVIEW
wednesday, june 5
6:30 – 6:45    AM bus pickup for golf tournament  doubletree front entry
8:00 – 2:00    PM golf tournament & lunch hangman valley golf course
9:00 – 6:15      PM registration open scc – riverview lobby
10:00 – 2:00 PM walking tour & lunch wsu riverpoint & gonzaga  
2:00 – 5:30    PM tradeshow open scc – bays ballroom
2:45 – 3:00    PM welcome scc – bays ballroom
3:00 – 5:00    PM cefp / aia session scc – bays ballroom
5:30 – 6:30    PM president’s reception scc – roof deck
6:30 – 7:30   PM welcome dinner scc – roof deck
7:30 – 8:30   PM dessert social doubletree, spokane falls ballroom
8:30               PM pub crawl various locations

thursday, june 6
8:00 – 9:00   AM breakfast scc – bays ballroom
8:00 – 7:30    PM tradeshow open scc – bays ballroom
8:00 – 12:30 PM registration open scc – bays ballroom
9:00 – 9:30   AM opening & welcome address scc – bays ballroom
9:30 – 10:30 AM keynote presentation scc – bays ballroom
10:45 – 12:15PM morning seminars spokane convention center
      environments to support innovation scc – room 102a
     lessons from stem – modular building scc – room 102c
     wamoa – bridging the gap scc – room 202b
12:15 – 1:30    lunch scc – bays ballroom
1:30 – 2:30   PM early afternoon seminars spokane convention center
     how to design a safe school scc – room 102a
     the opr – missing link scc – room 102c
     early childhood education as a model scc – room 202b
3:00 – 4:30   PM late afternoon seminars spokane convention center
    guide to alternative contracting scc – room 102a
    hvac systems energy performance scc – room 102c
    resiliency for disaster preparedness scc – room 202b
5:00 – 5:30   PM innovative educator/school of the future  scc – bays ballroom
5:30 – 7:30   PM industry partner reception / dinner scc – bays ballroom
7:30 – 9:00   PM hospitality social riverfront park – floating stage

fr iday, june 7
7:30 – 8:00   AM coffee in lobby  doubletree lobby
8:00 – 12:00 PM school tours a or b & breakfast busses at doubletree entry 
12:30 – 1:15  PM luncheon  doubletree – spokane falls ballroom
1:15 – 2:00    PM awards presentation  doubletree – spokane falls ballroom
2:00               PM conference close doubletree – spokane falls ballroom
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SPONSORS

valedictorian
($3,000+)

AHBL
BCE Engineers
Coughlin Porter Lundeen
McGranahan Architects
NAC|Architecture
PCS Structural Solutions
Weisman Design Group

salutatorian 
($2,000 -2,999)

Bassetti Architects
BLRB Architects
Hargis Engineers
Hutteball & Oremus Architecture
Lydig Construction
Mahlum Architects
PACE Engineers
United Reprographics

magna cum laude 
($1,000 -1,999)

BCRA
Coffman Engineers
DLR Group
Erickson McGovern Architects
Greene Gasaway Architects
Integrus Architecture
McKinstry
SSA Acoustics
Studio Meng Strazzara
TCF Architecture
Welsh Commissioning Group

dean’s list 
($500 -999)

ALSC Architects
Ato Apiafi Architects
Cascade Design Collaborative
Harthorne Hagen Architects
LPD Engineering
Shaw Contract Group
Sierra-Martin Architects
The Greenbusch Group
The Robinson Company

honor role
($250 -499)

ATS Automation
Beresford
DCI Engineers
FSi Consulting Engineers
Metrix Engineers
MMEC Architectural and Interiors
Patcraft
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WEDNESDAY WALKING TOUR & LUNCH

washington state university - riverpoint campus
and gonzaga university walking tour
wednesday 
10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Join us for a Walking Tour of the Riverpoint Campus of Washington State University 
Spokane and the Campus of Gonzaga University just minutes from the Double Tree 
Hotel.   The event will include inside tours of the Health Science Building, which houses 
programs from both Washington State University and Eastern Washington University, 
the Nursing Building featuring a 17 bed Practice Lab and 3 state-of-the-art Clinical 
Performance and Simulation Labs, and the Bio-med Building housing the WWAMI 
Medical Education Program, which teaches graduate students and post-doctoral 
students and will greatly increase the campus’s laboratory research capacity. 

Enjoy a lunch at the Riverpoint Academic Center Building, where a presentation will 
be given on the WSU Riverpoint Campus Masterplan. From there it’s a short walk to 
Gonzaga University for a brief tour of the campus followed by a 25 minute walk along 
the Centennial Trail on the north shore of the Spokane River back to the Double Tree 
Hotel.

centennial trail:  www.spokanecentennialtrail.org/Default.aspx 

visiting riverpoint campus:  www.spokane.wsu.edu/aboutWSUSpokane/Visiting/

gonzaga university:  www.gonzaga.edu/About/default.asp

nursing program:  www.nursing.wsu.edu/

wwami program:  www.medicalsciences.wsu.edu/index.html
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FRIDAY SCHOOL TOUR A

robinson science hall
whitworth university
friday
8:40 a.m. – 9:25 a.m.

The 70,000SF Robinson Science Hall provides state-of-the-art teaching spaces and 
research laboratories for biology and chemistry disciplines, and is also available to all 
Whitworth students and faculty through the shared use of two 50-seat tiered lecture 
halls and common study areas. A central open stair connects study areas on each floor, 
and is capped with a 105 foot long skylight. Three other classrooms serve all disciplines 
on campus, though are future-ready for conversion to laboratories as the science 
programs grow, and several unfinished shell spaces will be outfitted as research labs, as 
may be required by new faculty or changing research needs.

The building is designed to encourage all students, not just science majors, to walk 
through the building on their travels across campus. Once inside, the building opens up 
to reveal the activity and richness of the curriculum. Science is literally on display, with 
large windows into the laboratories providing a behind-the-scenes look into research 
areas. A coffee shop draws students, faculty and administrators to the building for multi-
disciplinary interaction and social gatherings.

Robinson Science Hall is a linear building, situated west-east to optimize solar orientation. 
South facing windows include exterior automatic sun-tracking blinds or fixed louver 
shades to eliminate heat gain. Fritted glass helps to reduce glare. Large north facing 
windows bring daylight deep into the laboratories.

The most regularly occupied spaces are located at the perimeter of the building, with 
research and support spaces at the interior. Laboratories are grouped together to 
consolidate adjacencies and promote linkages between disciplines. A “ghost corridor” 
along the north wall connects each lab to the next. Grouping laboratories also lends 
economy and efficiency to the laboratory systems distribution. Lab piping is routed 
through the north corridor and follows regular patterns through the laboratories to 
facilitate future modifications. 

Non-laboratory spaces have separate mechanical systems based on hydronic heating 
and cooling radiant panels at the offices and administrative spaces, and chilled beams 
in the lecture halls. The hydronic system greatly reduces the amount of air needed, size 
of ductwork, and all upstream air systems. The result is improved efficiency and a much 
quieter interior environment. 

Photography by Rick Keating, RK Productions

project information

architect   The Miller Hull  
  Partnership
contractor Bouten Construction  
  Company
civil   Storhaug 
  Engineers  
electrical  PAE Consulting  
  Engineers 
lab planner Research Facilities
  Design
landscape SPVV Landscape  
  Architects
mechanical PAE Consulting  
  Engineers
structural  DCI Engineers

300 West Hawthorne Road
Spokane, WA 99251

650 students
68,700 SF
$20,500,000
Completed 2011
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FRIDAY SCHOOL TOUR A

westview elementary school    
spokane public schools
friday
9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

This new elementary school was designed to be warm and inviting, responsive to the 
neighborhood and “uniquely Westview” in character.  The existing school site, with its 
park-like features and tall pine trees influenced the color palette, many design elements 
and placement on the property.  Saturated natural colors, textures and shapes were 
implemented in support of creating a playful, age-appropriate learning environment that 
is equally attractive to the students and public alike.

The exterior as well as the interior layout is responsive to encouraging collaboration 
amongst students and staff while remaining visually open and transparent; allowing 
views into and out of various spaces.    Formal and informal teaching/learning spaces 
are interspersed throughout the building to set the stage for educating students in 
the 21st century.  Technology and flexibility are key elements that can be found in 
classrooms, the library and the multi-purpose room to support ever-changing curriculum 
delivery and needs.

Organized along the main entry axis, the Administration, Community Room, Multi-
Purpose Room and Gymnasium allow for secure, public after-hours use while creating 
a strong “heart of the school” utilized by all.  Primary classroom wings are located at a 
cross axis in either direction with carefully placed pinecone, leaf, and acorn shapes to 
guide way-finding for young students.  This organization is consistent on the second 
floor with two classroom wings and the library placed in a central location.   Daylighting 
and expansive views are most prevalent in the library which, in turn, provides a warmly 
lit beacon to the neighborhood as the sun goes down.  For the first time in history, 
Westview Elementary has a beautiful second-story view to the west, allowing it to live 
up to its name.

Daylighting, natural ventilation and use of sustainable materials address the need for 
environmental responsibility as dictated by the District.   The project has been designed 
to achieve LEED Silver certification.

project information

architect   ALSC Architects
contractor Leone & Keeble
civil   David Evans & 
  Associates 
electrical  Coffman Engineers
landscape SPVV Landscape 
  Architecture
mechanical L&S Engineering
structural  Structural Forte’

3520 West Bismark Avenue 
Spokane, WA  99205

550 students, grades K-6
59,990 SF
$10,600,000
September 2009
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FRIDAY SCHOOL TOUR A

westwood middle school    
cheney public schools
friday
11:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.

NAC|Architecture designed two new middle schools for Cheney School District, 
constructed at the same time on two different sites with nearly identical floor plans. One 
school is north of the existing Cheney Middle School, and the second, Westwood Middle 
School is located in the northeast corner of the district on 40 acres of rural land.

Each school is 110,295 square feet and includes 21 mainstream classrooms; three 
project rooms with adjacent common areas; three science classrooms; band and choral 
suites; two resource rooms with a separate Developmental Learning Center suite and 
associated support spaces; a library/media center; one gymnasium with adjacent 
locker facilities and wrestling/multi-purpose room; and various educational and building 
support facilities.

The schools’ design consists of three wings, each of which serve a specific grade 
level. Each wing has a common space that enable the teachers to pull larger groups of 
students together for a variety of learning activities. The wings have several rooms with 
operable walls that can be opened or closed, based upon the instructional needs. The 
schools were also positioned to maximize daylighting in classrooms, creating optimal 
learning environments. Finally, each classroom has integrated instructional technologies 
for presenting information – with both audio and visual capabilities.

These “twin” schools provide the community with more gymnasium space and field space 
than was available in the past. The schools were designed with community access in 
mind; therefore, the school district can maintain security in each building while providing 
access to specific sections of the building for after-hours use.

project information

architect   NAC|Architecture
contractor Garco Construction
civil   Taylor Engineering 
electrical  NAC|Engineering 
fire   FP Engineering
landscape Gavin Associates 
mechanical MSI Engineers
structural  Structural Design  
  Northwest

6120 South Abbott 
Spokane, WA 99224

750 students, grades 6-8
110,295 SF
$27,400,000
August 2012
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FRIDAY SCHOOL TOUR B

ferris high school
spokane public schools
friday
8:40 a.m. – 9:25 a.m.

This comprehensive modernization and replacement project substantially transforms 
Joel E. Ferris High School to better meet the educational needs of the expanding student 
population, provided a more efficient layout, and featuring a cohesive architectural 
design style.

The school is organized in a series of four teaching wings radiating from a curved “mall-
style” corridor. The four teaching wings create intermediate courtyards that can be 
potentially developed for specific uses, i.e. a science courtyard and outdoor experiment 
areas; an arts courtyard adjacent to the Auditorium; and academic courtyards centrally 
located within the new school. The classroom wings and their courtyards are configured 
to potentially preserve existing old-growth pine trees, recreate and re-interpret the 
existing campus style school environment, provide alternative exterior “short-cut” 
circulation between classroom wings, and allow natural light into all teaching spaces. 
A secure student plaza connects the ends of the classroom wings further encouraging 
exterior circulation. The plaza is adjacent to a bus loop that also serves as the code-
required fire lane around the perimeter of the building.

The exterior design of the school uses the same materials and architectural forms as 
the Gym and Fitness Center (also designed by NAC|Architecture, and completed in 
2007).  The present project is composed to complete the “lodge-style” theme initiated 
in the Gym and Fitness Center using the brick and block masonry in similar modules, 
colors and finishes.  

The Commons is the social center of the school, stretching along the curved mall-style 
corridor. It is a two-story space that is overlooked from the second floor of the curved 
main corridor. The Commons is positioned to be the focal point of the building from the 
student parking lot and maximizes potential views overlooking the existing stadium and 
Brown’s Mountain beyond. Interactive student spaces like the Leadership classroom, 
DECA store, and career/counseling center are adjacent to the Commons.  

project information

architect   NAC|Architecture
contractor Garco Construction
civil   DCI Engineers 
electrical  NAC|Engineering 
fire  FP Engineering
landscape Bernardo-Wills 
  Architects
mechanical L & S Engineering 
structural  DCI Engineers

3020 East 37th Avenue  
Spokane, WA 99223

1,800 students, grades 9-12
266,000 SF
$62,000,000
August 2014 (est. completion)
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FRIDAY SCHOOL TOUR B

technical education building  
spokane community college
friday
9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

This building houses 5 different programs for Spokane Community College: Welding, 
Machining, HVAC-R, Fluid Power and Electrical Maintenance.  One of the College’s 
goals was to provide a transparency to the programs so that any visitor to the building 
would be able to witness what was happening in each lab.  Service access to each lab 
was also critical for delivery of necessary equipment and materials.  

The design solution created a two-story “public street” within the building that allows for 
forklift access and provides the main circulation spine with viewing areas into each lab.  
This building also opens a new chapter for SCC as it is the first building to extend the 
campus to the east side of Rebecca Street and it is the first building to acknowledge the 
Spokane River as an asset to the College.  

project information

architect   LSW Architects in  
  association with  
  Integrus Architecture
contractor Graham Construction
civil   Taylor Engineering 
electrical  MW Consulting Engineers
landscape SPVV Landscape  
  Architects
mechanical Interface Engineering
structural  Integrus

1810 N. Greene Street 
Spokane, WA  99202

73,000 SF
$12,200,000
August 2011
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FRIDAY SCHOOL TOUR B

northwest christian school k-8    
friday
11:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.

Located at the main entrance of the 115 acre rural campus, the school shares the 
property with the existing high school facility.  Originally envisioned to house pre-school 
through sixth grade, the program was expanded to also house middle school students.

With its two radiating wings connecting to the cylindrical main entrance, the building 
massing reflects the desire to create a non-institutional image, balancing visual interest 
with economical construction.  The two wings of the school embrace a common play 
area that visually connects to the high school.  The building’s sighting is responsive 
to the benefits of early and late morning sun, provides an area protected from the 
northwesterly winter winds, and creates a common outdoor space naturally shaded by 
the building from the hotter afternoon sun common in early autumn and late spring.

Each wing’s circulation is based on two parallel corridors that connect to the main 
common entrance with its built-in seating for large group activities.  Classrooms are 
placed around the perimeter, with large specialty and shared spaces, such as art, band 
and choir rooms, located in the center of each wing.  Lockers are centralized in each 
wing, rather than in the corridors, to reduce congestion and noise.  The interior color 
palette is based on the natural vegetation found around the area with stylized water, 
earth and sky imagery scattered throughout the school, including a “sun” and “moon” in 
the library, and a “tree” in the main entry.  Simple building materials and finishes are used 
with low VOC and recyclable content, as well as ample natural daylighting, reducing the 
school’s overall carbon footprint, while providing an exciting learning environment.

project information

architect   Wolfe Architectural Group
contractor Northwest Christian  
  Schools
civil   DCI Engineers
electrical  DEI Electrical  
  Consultants
mechanical Meulink Engineering
structural  DCI Engineers

5104 E. Bernhill Road 
Colbert, WA  99005

525 students, grades K-8
55,000 SF
$8,450,000
March 2011
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CEFP / AIA SESSION

a streamside view of project-based learning
and the impact on educational facilities
wednesday 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
spokane convention center, bays ballroom

description 
The workshop begins with a brief overview of project-based learning, including the 
development of rigorous learning exercises using frameworks from the New Technology 
Network and the Buck Institute for Education. Participants will view brief edutopia videos 
and identify key features of effective project-based learning exercises and share them 
with the group as a whole.    

The second portion of the workshop utilizes a live feed from a mobile lab located on 
the banks of Fleshman Creek in Livingston, Montana to share the details of a decades-
long project-based learning opportunity for elementary, middle and high school students.  
Livingston School District staff and students will share insights regarding student and 
community engagement, evidence of academic rigor, the value of applied learning 
experiences and the importance of multiple encounters with the project throughout the 
K-12 experience.  The streamside team will be available by Skype to engage workshop 
participants and respond to questions. 

Finally, Keith Comes will talk about how the desire for applied learning, and teacher 
and learner collaboration influenced the dramatic transformation of Park High School 
in Livingston.

In order to have participants demonstrate and apply what they have learned, each 
table will develop a project-based learning exercise and identify what types of learning 
environments are needed for the project to succeed.
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presenters
Nick Salmon, Associate, Education Innovator
Nick Salmon is an 8th generation educator, founder of the Visionary School Network 
and REFP with CTA.  

Todd A. Wester, Director of Curriculum & Instruction, Livingston Public Schools
Todd A. Wester is Director of Curriculum and Instruction for Livingston Public Schools, a 
fly fisherman, a former science teacher and graduate of Stanford University.

Keith M. Comes, Principal, NAC|Architecture
Keith M. Comes, AIA, LEED AP, is a principal with NAC|Architecture, a regional 
architectural firm with offices in Spokane, Seattle, Los Angeles and Denver. Licensed 
in Washington and California, Keith specializes in K-12 education, with substantial 
experience in complex high school renovation and addition projects.
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WELCOME ADDRESS
thursday 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
spokane convention center, bays ballroom

presenter
Dr. Shelley Redinger, Superintendent, Spokane Public Schools
Dr. Shelley Redinger joined Spokane Public Schools as superintendent in the summer of 
2012, returning to the community where she was born. 

She received her B.A. and M. Ed. from Washington State University and her M. Ed. and 
Ph.D. in Educational Administration from the University of South Carolina. 

Dr. Redinger’s past experience includes superintendent of Spotsylvania School District 
in Fredericksburg, Va.; superintendent of Oregon Trail School District in Sandy, Ore.; 
executive director of Teaching and Learning for Richland School District and principal of 
Sacajawea Elementary in Richland, Wash.; principal of H.E. Corley Elementary in Irmo, 
S.C.; assistant principal of Conder Elementary in Columbia, S.C.; and teacher at Rice 
Creek Elementary in Columbia, S.C., Jefferson Elementary in Richland, Wash., and Park 
Middle School in Kennewick, Washington. 

Dr. Redinger leads through collaboration and by focusing on the vision of the district. 
She works hard to develop and nurture relationships between all stakeholders, and isn’t 
afraid to make changes when needed after thoroughly studying an issue. 

Dr. Redinger and her husband have one son in elementary school.
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KEYNOTE PRESENTATION
thursday 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
spokane convention center, bays ballroom 

tomorrow’s fresh new environment
The Keynote Presentation will be an interactive crowd-sourced investigation of strategies to 
connect our work to its ultimate goal: learning. Dr. Joshua Garcia will challenge us to consider 
what we know about learning and how we can acquire more relevant knowledge. Together, 
we will examine measures of success, challenges and community connections. Dr. Garcia will 
discuss the future of education, its implications for design and the pursuit of change toward 
innovative learning environments. Along the way, we will hear about current educational 
theory and directions in instruction design. Be ready to engage with this dynamic agent for 
improvement of education and with each other.

presenter
Dr. Joshua Garcia, Deputy Superintendent, Tacoma Public Schools
Dr. Joshua Garcia is Deputy Superintendent for Tacoma Public Schools, working with the School 
Board, district leadership and school staff to focus attention and resources on improving the 
academic achievement of students. Garcia has dedicated his career to closing the achievement 
gap and serving the whole child. He is a Board Member for Equal Opportunity Schools. He 
received the 2013 Outstanding Young Educator award from the Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development, an international organization that addresses all aspects of 
effective teaching and learning such as professional development, educational leadership and 
capacity building.

In addition, at Tacoma Public Schools, Garcia has created community-based partnerships with 
important community organizations, including the University of Washington Tacoma, Tacoma 
Schools Foundation, Chamber of Commerce and Stand for Children Washington. These 
partnerships have helped improve student college, career and citizenship readiness. He has 
been an extended faculty member in the University of Washington Bothell’s principal program 
and was an adjunct professor at Saint Martin’s University in 2006. 

In his previous role as associate superintendent in Federal Way Public Schools, Garcia prioritized 
the creation of a flexible learning program to meet the needs of all students by introducing 
International Baccalaureate and advanced placement programs at the middle and high 
school levels, as well as led the implementation of web 2.0 technology tools and social media 
programs. He was Federal Way’s executive director of Teaching for Learning and principal of 
Todd Beamer High School. He also served as vice principal at White River High School. He 
began his education career as a teacher in Riverview School District in Duvall.
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MORNING SEMINAR

creating environments to support innovation
thursday 10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
spokane convention center, room 102a

description 
This session will be an opportunity to delve into essential questions regarding the 
relationship between environments and learning, continuing the conversation begun 
during the keynote presentation. We will discuss the function of facilities in supporting 
curriculum, connecting the school to the community and using buildings to encourage 
collaboration. In looking toward the future, we know that flexibility is of key importance, 
but how can it be provided without compromising basic functions? Innovation is needed 
in instruction to maximize learning; the learning environment can be a significant factor 
in successfully implementing innovative teaching technology. 

Dr. Josh Garcia will be joined by Dr. Stephen Gering, Chief Academic Officer for Spokane 
Public Schools, for a moderated conversation about the relationship between curriculum 
and facilities in supporting learning. In particular, the discussion will focus on enabling 
21st Century learning and addressing the learning needs of each child. Dr. Garcia and 
Dr. Gering will represent the curriculum side of the conversation and the audience will 
represent the facilities side.”
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presenters
Dr. Joshua Garcia, Deputy Superintendent, Tacoma Public Schools
See bio under Keynote Presentation

Dr. Steven Gering, Chief Academic Officer, Spokane School District
Dr. Steven Gering has been involved in education for the past 20 years. He has his B.S. 
in Biology from the University of Puget Sound, a masters degree in education from 
Harvard, and his doctorate from the University of Washington in education. He has been 
a teacher for his first four years and a school and district administrator for the past fifteen 
years in a number of school district. In his most recent role, Steven has responsibility for 
improving student achievement in Spokane Public Schools and serves as a member of 
the Superintendent’s Staff. This leadership position works with building administrators, 
central office instructional staff and members of the assessment department to monitor 
programs, materials, and professional development in order to boost achievement for 
each child in Spokane Public Schools. He currently lives in Spokane, Washington with 
his wife and three children.
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MORNING SEMINAR

lessons from stem - 
building a 21st century school using modular construction
thursday 10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
spokane convention center, room 102c

description 
The STEM Secondary School in Lake Washington School District is a new choice 
school program, with a new 78,000 sf facility constructed of 158 prefabricated modular 
units. From the onset of the project, the District made a goal of utilizing modular 
construction to facilitate a tight construction schedule based on student space need, 
while not compromising on the programmatic, building systems, and aesthetic standards 
established by its other school construction projects. This case study will explore and 
share the many lessons learned on this project. In the end, we will share the benefits and 
costs that the team has discovered for this particular delivery model, leaving open the 
question of when modular construction is the “right” model.

presenters
Brian Carter, Principal, Integrus Architecture
Brian Carter, President and Principal with Integrus Architecture, is a leader in the firm’s 
K-12 Education Focus Group. His 20 year career as an education facility planner and 
architect has focused primarily on creating inspiring learning environments that meet 
the needs of students and teachers, and on designing sustainable schools that reflect 
the values of the communities they serve.

Brian travels widely to study best practices in school planning and design, and has 
lectured frequently on many school design topics, including sustainable schools, 
safety in school design, school project delivery methods, and innovative school trends.  
He currently sits on the Technical Advisory Committee at Washington’s Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and is a Director at Vashon Schools Foundation, 
and former Trustee at The Harbor School on Vashon, Washington.
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Forrest Miller, Director of Facilities and Planning, Lake Washington School District
Forrest Miller has worked for the Lake Washington School District for over 21 years and 
for the last 8 years has been the Director of Support Services. He is responsible for Real 
Estate, Construction, Maintenance, Operations, Utility Management, Risk Management, 
and Student Management. He is also past chair of OSPI’s Facilities Technical Advisory 
Committee, a board member of WAMOA (Washington Association of Maintenance 
and Operations Administrators), a member of the advisory board for the University of 
Washington’s Facility Management certificate program, and a member and past chair of 
the Puget Sound Coalition of Schools. Over the last 15 years, he has been responsible 
for over $600,000,000 of major construction projects.

Ralph Rohwer, Executive Director of Operations, Snohomish School District
Ralph Rohwer is the Executive Director of Operations for Snohomish School District. 
His responsibilities include facility maintenance staff supervision, capital improvements 
supervision, resource conservation management, safe schools initiative and supervising 
the custodial supervisor. Prior to his current position, Ralph was a vice president, 
program and project manager at Heery International serving K – 12 education clients 
for the past 30 years. Prior to Heery he worked for a construction company for 4 years.

Ralph’s project management work experience at Heery has been in the Pacific Northwest 
since 1986 and in Alaska from 1982 to 1986. He was hands on manager of over 70 
individual projects of varying size and scope. Ralph also served as program manager for 
several multi project construction programs in all phases of the construction delivery 
process including GC/CM delivery projects. His last management assignment was the 
program manager for a 14 project, $500 million building construction program at Lake 
Washington School District. Additionally, he was responsible for project management 
services quality in the Northwest Region, training staff and as a resource for consistency 
of practice, and quality of services.

Curt Gimmestad, Director of K12 Construction, Absher Construction
Curt joined Absher in 1993 as a project engineer, and became a project manager 
in 1996; in 2006 he was promoted to Director of Educational Services. He is well-
versed in preconstruction activities including value engineering, cost-control analysis, 
constructability reviews, bid package development and bidding. Curt manages a wide 
variety of construction activities include scheduling management, quality control, prime 
contract management and GC/CM contract management. His versatility and varied 
project experiences contributed to his being named Absher’s Director of Operations 
in 2012. Curt has played an integral role in eleven GC/CM projects, and teaches the 
AGC’s GC/CM Certificate class. He is also a planning commissioner for the City of 
Puyallup’s Planning Commission.
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MORNING SEMINAR

wamoa seminar - bridging the gap
thursday 10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
spokane convention center, room 202b

description 
This seminar has a focus on methodology to improve the design/build/operate/maintain 
(DBOM) process currently in play in the State of Washington. It is a collective vision of 
the Council of Education Facility Planners International and the Washington Association 
of Maintenance and Operations Administrators. The seminar continues the dialog first 
presented at the 2012 CEFPI Pacific NW Regional Conference in Bellevue and built 
upon at the 2012 Fall WAMOA conference in Yakima.

presenters
Kristin Helberg, Education Service Sales, Great Floors
Kristin is a graduate of the University of Washington Tacoma.  She received a bachelor’s 
degree in Arts and Media.  She is currently employed with Great Floors as a Sales and 
Marketing Specialist.   Her focus is on the state agency and education market.  She 
has been involved with WAMOA since 2000 and became involved with CEFPI in 2005.  
Kristin is on the board of directors for CEFPI and currently holds the treasurer position.

Merle Kirkley, VP of Marketing, Beresford Company
Merle has worked for the Charles Beresford Company for over 23 years and is the Vice 
President of Marketing. He has been involved in Education for over thirty years serving 
on the Snohomish School Board, working in the operations department as a supervisor 
and on many bond and levy committees over the years.

Merle has been involved with WAMOA since the mid 80s and served on the board and 
as co-chair for several conferences. He has been active in CEFPI since 1992 serving 
as conference chair numerous times and President of the Washington Chapter. He 
also served on the International Board for 9 years and was International President in 
2008. He has received many awards including the Al Beck and Charter member of the 
Fellowship Award in CEFPI. Merle serves on the local Northwest ESD 189 Board and is 
the current President of the AESD.
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Stephen Murakami, Director, Planning & Construction, Tacoma Public Schools
Stephen is the current Director of Planning & Construction for Tacoma Public Schools. 
Prior to his Tacoma Public Schools position, he was an Associate at Hutteball & Oremus 
Architecture, an award winning educational design and planning firm, based in Kirkland, 
WA.  Steve is a former President and Board member for the WA State Council of 
Educational Facility Planners International.  Last year he received the Al Beck Award for 
outstanding service to CEFPI.   As a long time WAMOA member, he has a passion for 
incorporating of the voice of maintenance staff into the capital development process.  

Guy Overman, Principal, NAC|Architecture
NAC|Architecture is a regional architecture, engineering, interior design and planning 
firm with offices in Seattle, Spokane, Los Angeles and Denver. Guy has over 17 
years of experience on educational facilities. He is an expert in educational learning 
models, educational planning, phased occupied construction, theater design and career 
technology education planning. As a K-12 educational planning specialist, he has been 
a lead designer, principal-in-charge or project manager on 11 high schools, 4 middle 
schools, and 7 elementary schools. He is a former Board member of the Council of 
Educational Facility Planners International and currently a member of WAMOA and 
the AIA Committee on Architecture for Education. Guy holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Architectural Studies and a Master of Architecture degree from the University of Illinois, 
Urbana/Champaign.

Steve Story, Director of Facilities, Bethel School District
Steve received his BS in Business from Wayland Baptist University in 1993 and his 
MS in Procurement/Acquisitions and Logistics from Webster University in 1999.  He is 
currently the Director of Facilities for the Bethel School District.  In 2003, prior to joining 
the Bethel School District, he served in the US Air Force for 25 years as Chief Supply 
Chain Manager. Steve has represented the WA State Facility Maintenance and Plant 
Managers for 295 school districts.  He is the current President of the WA Association 
of Maintenance and Operation Administrators (WAMOA) and he represents WAMOA in 
the State’s School Facilities Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to enhance the level 
of expert advice to Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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EARLY AFTERNOON SEMINAR

how to design a safe school
thursday 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
spokane convention center, room 102a

description 
This AIA-approved seminar will concentrate on door openings and means of egress- 
addressing in particular what door hardware should be specified to better protect our 
teachers and students. Related areas such as proper lighting, shrub height and CCTV’s 
are also covered. Given the recent tragedies in Newtown, CT this is a very timely 
subject. The seminar will teach basic hardware applications for safer schools, provide an 
overview of ADA and Fire Code issues, and present suggestions for CCTV, lighting and 
landscaping.

In addition to the technological perspective, this seminar will provide an opportunity to 
hear from Spokane Public Schools’ Resource Officer (a former police officer) and the 
Safety/Security Director for the District. The unique knowledge base of each presenter 
will inform the presentation on school safety and security.
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presenters
Mark Unglaub, Architectural Consultant, Ingersoll Rand Security Technologies
Mark Unglaub, AHC/CDC/CSI works for Ingersoll Rand Security Technologies as an 
Architectural Consultant / Specification Writer out of their Bothell, WA office.  Mark has 
30 years of experience in the door and door hardware industry both domestically and 
internationally.  He has an undergraduate degree in International Relations from the 
Universidad de las Americas in Puebla, Mexico and a graduate degree in International 
Business from the Thunderbird School of International Management in Glendale, 
Arizona.  

Mark Howard, Resource Officer, Spokane School District
Mark Howard is the Security Supervisor for Spokane Public Schools.  He oversees a 24 
hour operating Security Department consisting of twelve special commissioned School 
Resource Officers and four non-commissioned night and weekend Security Officers.  
Mark was a police officer for the Spokane Police Department for eleven years where he 
worked as a Patrolman, TAC Team member, Dignitary Protection Team, Training Officer 
for the Basic Law Enforcement Academy and Assistant Range Master.  He also has 
22 years of military service with the USAF Survival School and the Washington Air 
National Guard.  Mark has his Master’s Degree in Business and Organizational Security 
Management from Webster University St. Louis, Missouri.

Jason Conley, Safety/Security Director, Spokane Public Schools
Jason works for Spokane Public Schools serving 29,000 students and 4000 employees 
in 34 elementary schools, 6 middle schools and 6 high schools along with 3 special 
schools.  Jason is the Director responsible for the district’s Risk Management and 
Safety Services departments and programs; Security Services and School Resource 
Officers; Worker’s Compensation programs; Insurance claims; and supervision of the 
pupil transportation contractor.   Jason is a special commissioned law enforcement 
officer and previously worked for the City of Spokane.  Jason has a Bachelor of Arts in 
Business from Eastern Washington University.
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EARLY AFTERNOON SEMINAR

the opr - the missing link of integrated design & project delivery
thursday 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
spokane convention center, room 102c

description 
The presentation will discuss the multidisciplinary integration of project management, 
design, delivery and operations and the role that OPRs (owner project requirements) 
serve in bridging “The Missing Link” in facility design and operations, as well as the 
planned, versus actual, performance expectation of new and existing facilities. Through 
the examination of trends in best management practices, integrated design and project 
delivery this presentation will emphasize the importance of asset managers’ need to 
detail the specific and measurable performance requirements, not only early in the 
development of capital planning, but throughout a portfolio of facilities.
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presenters
Joel C. Davis, MENG Analysis
Joel oversees all MENG Analysis projects and budgets. He is responsible for developing 
project background information, coordinating and scheduling project teams, managing 
contracts, and providing project follow-up. Joel designs project approaches and 
methodology for evaluations, and designs the implementation of facilities database 
options. Joel takes a very hands-on approach with every school district project and is 
involved from start to finish for every facility analysis. Joel prepares project budgets 
and survey schedules, provides quality control of reports, and presents deliverables. 
Since joining MENG Analysis in 1997, Joel has managed over 500 projects, with a 
total construction value over $1 billion. He has managed comprehensive and detailed 
condition evaluations with multiple locations and millions of square feet of facilities. Doug 
provides engineering services for building mechanical and energy systems including 
HVAC, plumbing, fire protection, and process system, with special qualifications for 
integrated sustainable planning, design, and documentation including LEED, WSSP, 
SPiRiT, Built Green, Green Globes, and other high performance green building protocols. 
Doug provides peer review, energy auditing, energy modeling, commissioning support, 
construction administration, facility condition assessment, and field operations.

Forrest Miller, Director of Facilities & Planning, Lake Washington School District
Forrest Miller has worked for the Lake Washington School District for over 21 years and 
for the last 8 years has been the Director of Support Services. He is responsible for Real 
Estate, Construction, Maintenance, Operations, Utility Management, Risk Management, 
and Student Management. He is also past chair of OSPI’s Facilities Technical Advisory 
Committee, a board member of WAMOA (Washington Association of Maintenance 
and Operations Administrators), a member of the advisory board for the University of 
Washington’s Facility Management certificate program, and a member and past chair of 
the Puget Sound Coalition of Schools. Over the last 15 years, he has been responsible 
for over $600,000,000 of major construction projects.

Doug Smith, PE, LEED AP
Doug leads MEP teams on public and private projects including healthcare, laboratory, 
high technology, and other complex and mission critical facilities. Doug has completed 
energy audits for various public and private clients, many resulting in energy utility 
efficiency grants and rebates for facility owners. 
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EARLY AFTERNOON SEMINAR

early childhood education - a model for 21st century secondary education
thursday 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
spokane convention center, room 202b

description 
Recent promises of increased federal and state funding for early childhood education 
is representative of the renewed awareness of the importance of the first years of 
childhood development. Parallel, more school districts throughout the world are starting, 
not only to rethink the current educational and energy performance of their facilities 
but also the very structure of educational delivery. Can these early childhood education 
models help us to develop strategies of how to re-structure secondary education in 
the 21st century? Teams will attempt to design an ideal learning environment for a 21st 
century secondary classroom, applying the main characteristics of one pedagogy.



celebrating tomorrow’s fresh new environment 29

presenter
Rene Berndt, Mahlum Architects
Rene Berndt, educational facility designer at Mahlum Architects, Inc., brings exacting 
technical skill and design sensitivity to sustainable site and building concepts for 
educational facilities at the early childhood, primary, secondary and higher education 
levels. His work has been featured in numerous design publications including 
Architectural Record and recognized with diverse regional and national design awards. 
With each project, Rene seeks to create site and community appropriate environments 
which reflect the needs of the user at every scale. Design efforts include the award 
winning Mount Hood Community College Childcare Center, Gresham, Oregon (Recipient 
of the 2012 CEFPI Project of Distinction Award), Maple and Thurston Elementary 
School, Springfield, Oregon (Recipient of the 2010 CEFPI Walter Taylor Award), as well 
as Riverdale Grade School, Portland, Oregon and Klamath Falls Community College. 
Rene came to Mahlum Architects Inc. following six years of practice in Berlin, Germany 
(1993 – 1999) as well as six years working in Los Angeles and Monterey, CA. Rene 
graduated from the Technical University of Aachen (RWTH) in Germany, studied at the 
Architectural Association, London as a British Council Scholarship recipient and is a 
registered architect in Germany, Washington and California.
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LATE AFTERNOON SEMINAR

a practical guide to alternative contracting - gc/cm & design-build
thursday 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
spokane convention center, room 102a

description 
Three school district capital project directors and an attorney will present “Lessons 
Learned” from conducting Alternative Contracting projects. They will illustrate this 
presentation with practical examples from recent alternative contracting method 
projects. There will be a legislative update on the status of the statute, which sunsets this 
year. This session will build on the panel discussion these same individuals presented at 
the Perkins Coie Construction Law Seminar in November.

presenters
Greg Brown, Director of Capital Projects, Spokane School District
Greg Brown is a licensed architect with over 27 years of public works project management 
experience. Since 2003, Greg has served as Director of Capital Projects and Planning 
for Spokane Public Schools. He also has experience in western Washington including 
Bethel, Tacoma and Puyallup School Districts. In Spokane, Greg has been overseeing 
the district’s 2003 and 2009 Capital Construction Bond Programs of over $550 million 
dollars. Projects to date include modernization and expansion of three high schools, 
replacement or modernization of eight elementary schools, a replacement middle 
school, renovations to fifteen elementary schools, and new athletic facilities at all five 
high schools. His office is currently involved in their third and fourth GC/CM projects. 
Greg is a board member of CEFPI -Washington State Chapter, the American Institute of 
Architects, current chair of the OSPI Technical Advisory Committee, a LEED Accredited 
Professional and has two degrees in architecture from Washington State University.
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Andrew Greene, Partner, Perkins Coie
Andrew Greene is a Partner in the construction practice at Perkins Coie LLP. Andrew has 
experience assisting public and private clients (including school districts, cities, universities, 
ports, hospitals and others) resolve disputes through negotiation. In addition he is skilled at  
alternate dispute resolution and trial practice. Andrew also drafts and negotiates construction, 
architect, engineer, consultant, construction management and procurement agreements, 
including GC/CM and design-build agreements under RCW 39.10. In addition, he regularly 
counsels clients on construction, procurement, prevailing wage, public records and document 
retention issues. Andrew received his J.D. from the University of Washington School of Law and 
his B.A. from the University of Washington.

James Hansen, Director of Construction and Planning, Bethel School District
James Hansen is Director of Construction and Planning for Bethel Public Schools, the 15th 
largest school district in the State of Washington, located just south of Tacoma in unincorporated 
Pierce County. Jim has 38 years’ experience in public school construction and planning. He was 
a project manager for the Alachua Public Schools in Gainesville, Florida, then spent 16 years as 
Facilities Planner and Assistant for Support Services with the Puyallup School District in Pierce 
County, Washington. He has been a leader in the State of Washington in developing green 
building standards for public schools. Jim has been involved in school projects with a total value 
exceeding $1 billion dollars.

Edward J. Peters, Capital Projects Director, Edmonds School District
Edward Peters is Capital Projects Director for the Edmonds School District, a position he has 
held since 1999. Recent projects include the new Lynnwood High School, a CEFPI MacConnell 
Award winner, and Meadowdale Middle School, which used the GC/CM method. Previously, he 
held a similar position with the Mount Vernon School District. Ed has chaired the Seattle Public 
Schools (SPS) BEX Oversight Committee since 2003. He was a parent representative on the 
Design Review Committee for SPS’s Coe Elementary School project. Ed has been an active 
member of the Council of Educational Facilities International (CEFPI) since 1988. He is a past 
president of the Washington State CEFPI Chapter and currently serves as Chapter Governor. 
He also serves on the International Conference Content Committee. He has been active in 
developing and refining green/sustainable standards for school construction.
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LATE AFTERNOON SEMINAR

hvac systems & energy performance
thursday 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
spokane convention center, room 102c

description 
In this session you will discover the pitfalls of upgrading older schools along with helpful 
ideas, honed for decades by the Europeans, to increase your school’s comfort while  
lowering energy bills. School budgets are tight, but it is possible to design heating systems 
to last longer and save more energy. Additionally, these systems can be designed to 
require less maintenance, allowing school district personnel to work on more important 
issues. Attendees will hear a case study of Wilkes Elementary School on Bainbridge 
Island, where the design team’s focus was on presenting sustainable solutions, which 
made financial sense over the long term. We will also review how to properly use EUI 
as a powerful comparison tool by extracting useful information. The session will address 
key code changes that have taken place which have significant impacts on the EUI 
numbers of new facilities.

presenters 
Chris Caffee, Principal, BCE Engineers
Chris Caffee is a Principal of BCE Engineers, Inc. In his 17 years of industry experience 
Chris has become an energy conservation specialist. Chris specializes in the design of 
HVAC and centralized hot and chilled water systems. He has received recognition from 
his design industry peers for his sustainable designs and applications using ground-
coupled, geothermal heat pumps. Chris is a sustainability expert; designing systems from 
energy efficient HVAC to water conservation measures through rain water harvesting. 

Chris pioneered the “multi-coiled ground coupled heat pump” which has the lowest 
energy use per square foot in the Lake Washington School District. He also pioneered 
the “induction terminal system” on the West Coast that has one of the lowest life cycle 
costs of any HVAC system. Chris has designed many buildings to certify at all levels of 
the LEED process. 
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Jim Cooke, Co-Owner, Mechanical Solutions NW
Washington State University - Finance Degree Co-owner of Mechanical Solutions 
NW based in Seattle, Washington. Third generation Manufacturer’s Representative 
Specifically interested in high efficiency hydronics (heating and cooling) since 1993.

Shane Day, Senior Mechanical Engineer, Arup
Shane is a senior mechanical engineer in Arup’s Seattle office. He has designed more 
than two dozen school projects throughout his career, ranging from a 250,000 sf new 
high school to renovations of historic elementary schools. He specializes in the effect of 
the mechanical system on a school’s comfort and energy performance.

Joe Snyder, Principal, BCE Engineers
Joe Snyder is a Principal of BCE Engineers specializing in mechanical design 
and construction management. His background includes extensive experience in 
educational, commercial, government, institutional, and marine facilities specializing in 
HVAC, plumbing, hydronic systems, and fire protection design. He is fully AutoCAD 
proficient with a background in energy modeling and Energy Life Cycle Cost Analysis 
(ELCCA). 

Joe is at the forefront of new energy efficient technologies and is one of the company’s 
specialists in Active Chilled Beam (Induction System) design. Joe is dedicated to his 
clients and provides highly personalized service. He works closely with the design team 
to ensure the final product meets the client’s objectives and is delivered on schedule.
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LATE AFTERNOON SEMINAR

resiliency as a strategy for disaster preparedness
thursday 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
spokane convention center, room 202b

description 
Surprisingly affordable retrofits to some of our existing systems are being considered 
to function for emergency use. Imagine a stormwater combined rainwater harvesting 
system which could supply emergency water supply for a community. New planning 
trends are emerging that address disaster planning and public health that every school 
planner should know about. With the renewed interest in the need for better emergency 
preparedness, planners are looking at “community resiliency” and public health issues 
that together can make a community better able to cope with better survivability after 
natural or man-made disasters. The session will present design theory, examine specific 
design strategies, and present case studies of the development of the public system 
infrastructure to effect emergency preparedness. A discussion of how schools can 
benefit from this trend will follow.

presenters 
Chris Webb, Principal, LEED-Fellow, Chris Webb and Associates
Christopher J. Webb is a licensed professional civil engineer in the States of Washington 
and Oregon whose passion and technical expertise is focused on providing civil 
engineering designs that demonstrate the highest degree of sustainability and are based 
on ecological principles. Chris was one of the first LEED®Accredited Professionals in 
the region in 2002, was part of the first group in the country to hold the LEED-AP for 
Neighborhood Development (ND) certification, and was inducted as a LEED Fellow in
the first class in 2011. He was a frequent speaker on the technical aspects of sustainability 
as it is applied in civil engineering from the ESA listings in the late 1990’s until the birth 
of his daughter in 2008. Chris’ sustainable development project experience includes 
working with many local and state governments, private and public entities, utilities, and 
non-profit groups. As the principal of Chris Webb and Associates, he works as part of 
diverse design teams across the spectrum of project scales from the single lot to large
multi-unit developments and from master planning through permitting and construction 
documents.



celebrating tomorrow’s fresh new environment 35

S
E

M
IN

A
R

S

Chris Saleeba, Senior Urban Designer, Cascade Design Collaborative, Inc.
Chris prides himself in his ability to develop creative and effective solutions to the ever-
changing challenges of educational design. Chris co-founded and served as President 
of the Seven Dreams Educational Foundation in suburban Minneapolis which promotes 
connections between community members and schools. Chris is constantly pushing the 
creative boundaries that exist today in the development of educational and community 
facility solutions. His ability to establish appropriate solutions for tomorrow’s learners 
is paralleled only with his enthusiasm for his work and his desire to create better 
educational systems.

Kas Kinkead, Principal, Cascade Design Collaborative, Inc.
Kas has 25 years’ experience providing landscape architecture and environmental 
services to tribes, municipalities, and school departments throughout the Pacific 
Northwest. She brings a design philosophy that balances innovation, durability, and 
sustainable design solutions. Her work also places special emphasis on adding value to 
every dollar spent on site and crafting sites that prioritizes multiple function and beauty. 
Kas is known as an advocate for sustainable design and for Low Impact Development 
(LID) strategies, and brings those approaches to every project she works on. She is 
recognized as one of the regions leaders in LID. She has served on the technical advisory 
committee for the LID Technical Guidance Manuals by the Puget Sound Action Team 
(Version 1 and 2), led a session for the LID certification program, and has shared her 
“contractor tested” soil specifications freely with others in the interest of improving the 
success of these systems around the region. Kas served on the OSPI technical advisory 
committee that helped to craft the Washington State Sustainable Schools Protocol.

Tyler Vick, Principal, FLO data|GIS
Mr. Vick manages spatial planning services at FLO and specializes in providing 
implementation strategies for both Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and database 
development projects, along with providing project management for the firm’s most 
complex jobs for both private and municipal clients. He has over 13 years of experience 
in the geospatial, planning, and business environments. He recently worked as an 
adjunct professor in the Geography Department at Portland State University, teaching 
introductory GIS courses, and currently sits on the Portland Community College’s 
GIS Advisory Board Committee. Mr. Vick’s education background includes a Master 
of Science in geography with an emphasis in advanced geospatial and geostatistical 
analysis and a concentration in planning and land use analysis.
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CONFERENCE EVENTS

on the site of Expo ‘74
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GOLF TOURNAMENT

hangman valley golf course
wednesday 8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Shotgun start at 8:00 a.m.
bus service leaves from hotel at 6:45 a.m. sharp
2210 E. Hangman Valley Road
Spokane, WA  99223

Our annual golf tournament kicks off the conference on the morning of June 5th at 
Hangman Valley Golf Course in Spokane, one of the area’s finest municipal courses.  
The tournament will be scramble format, with lunch banquet to follow including trophies 
and prizes.
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PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION & WELCOME DINNER

spokane convention center, roof deck
wednesday 5:30 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.

president’s reception and dinner
Join us to toast the start of the conference in an elegant white tent on the roof deck atop 
the Convention Center. Enjoy the view overlooking the Spokane River, Riverfront Park, 
the INB Performing Arts Center and the historic Clocktower (originally part of the Great 
Northern Railroad Depot). While socializing and consuming tasty beverages, we will see 
a slideshow of the afternoon activities: the annual Golf Tournament and the Walking Tour. 
Then, Bob Grossman will recount his experience as Project Manager for Expo ’74 at this 
very site. He will show us how this place was transformed from an industrial train yard to 
one of the city’s greatest amenities. Afterwards, we’ll sit down for a leisurely dinner inside 
the tent and enjoy a June evening in Spokane.

expo ’74: celebrating tomorrow’s fresh new environment
Join us to hear about the history of the Convention Center site and adjacent Riverfront 
Park, both created for EXPO ’74. In addition to being an event of fun and celebration, 
EXPO ’74 was a learning environment. It was the first environmentally-themed world’s fair 
and every fair theme since has related to the environment and sustainable development. 
Nations with pavilions at the fair included Australia, Canada, West Germany, Iran, Japan, 
China, South Korea, USA and the USSR. This was a time of change, when many of 
the issues we grapple with today were first being investigated. Robert Grossman was 
intricately involved with the design, creation and running of the fair and he will share his 
stories, images and memories.

presenter 
Robert Grossman, AIAemeritus
A graduate of Washington State University, Robert Grossman served as the Coordinating 
Architect for the design and construction of all site work for the EXPO ‘74 World’s Fair 
and for the subsequent conversion of the site as the Spokane Riverfront Park.  During 
its six month run, he also served as the Director of Operations for EXPO ‘74.  He is 
a retired Founding Principal, President, and Managing Partner of the Seattle office of 
NAC|Architecture.
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DESSERT SOCIAL & PUB CRAWL

dessert social
doubletree, spokane ballroom
wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Following the President’s Reception, join us for a dessert social at the Doubletree in 
the Spokane Ballroom. This is a perfect opportunity to grab a drink and dessert with 
colleagues prior to heading out into the city for our Spokane pub crawl.

pub crawl - come toast with us!
wednesday 8:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

Do you hate sticking to one bar for the entire evening? 

Do you want to explore some of Spokane’s best bars? 

Then we have you covered…  After an exciting day of knowledge sharing, please join 
us for the 2013 CEFPI Spokane Pub Crawl. Don’t miss this opportunity to continue 
meeting and socializing with your colleagues while enjoying some great beverages and 
seeing Spokane at the same time.

Maps for the pub crawl will be handed out at the dessert social.

Remember to bring your pub crawl drink tickets, they are only valid at the first 
venue on June 5th.

route 1
O’Doherty’s
Steelhead Bar and Grille
Zola

route 2
Steam Plant
Safari Room at the Davenport Hotel
Zola
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HOSPITALITY SOCIAL

riverfront park - floating stage and steps
thursday 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Please join us for drinks, dessert and the tunes of the award-winning Ferris High 
School Jazz Orchestra playing on a floating stage in the Spokane River for our Thursday 
evening Hospitality Social.

The award-winning Ferris High School Jazz Orchestra is under the direction of Ben 
Brueggemeier.  In addition to top finishes at local, regional, and international music and 
jazz events, the Ferris Jazz Orchestra has performed at the prestigious Washington 
Music Educators State Conference two times and the Northwest Music Educators 
convention once.  The band has won the adjudicator’s award and top scores at each of 
the Heritage International music festivals in which they have participated.  The Ferris 
Jazz Orchestra rehearses before school three days each week.

H
O

S
P

ITA
LITY S

O
C

IA
L



2013 washington/montana chapter conference42

H
O

TE
L 

A
M

E
N

IT
IE

S

HOTEL AMENITIES

doubletree | spokane

In the heart of downtown, the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Spokane City Center puts you 
right in the middle of the action. Connected by a third-level sky-bridge to the Spokane 
Convention Center, this stylish and comfortable hotel is within walking distance of a 
vibrant district of shops and restaurants. Get a great night’s sleep on the comfortable 
bed. Indulge in a delicious signature DoubleTree chocolate chip cookie, our special 
welcoming gift to you, when you check in at this Spokane hotel.

Some of the hotel features include:

•	 Shutters Cafe Hours: M-F 6:00a.m. - 10:30a.m. S-S 6:00a.m. -11:30a.m.  
Specializes in casual American cuisine featuring the Doubletree Breakfast 
buffet and traditional cook-to-order breakfast items.  For breakfast on the go, 
Shutter’s barista/bakery stand proudly brews Starbucks coffee and espresso 
drinks and offers an assortment of fresh pastries and baked goods from local 
bakeries.

•	 Spencer’s Lounge Hours: M-Th 11:30a.m. - 10:00p.m. F-Sa 11:30a.m. -11p.m. 
Enjoy Spokane’s finest prime steaks, succulent chops, sensational seafood, 
a variety of salads, an array of side dishes, and sinful desserts, served in an 
upscale ambiance.  Vegetarian dishes also available upon request.  Our award-
winning wine list features many regional wines and a full bar. 

•	 CEFPI Conference Events scheduled for Doubletree will be located in the 
Spokane Falls Ballroom

Outdoor Pool 

1

3

4

5

6

 2 

1 Access from hotel to SCC

2 Fitness Center

3 Outdoor Pool 

4 Shutters Cafe

5 Spencer’s Lounge

6 CEFPI Conference 
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THINGS TO DO

recreation
Riverfront Park, 808 W. Spokane Falls Boulevard
Centennial Trail, spokanecentennialtrail.org
Turnbull National Wildlife Preserve, 26010 S. Smith Rd, Cheney, WA  99004
Bowl & Pitcher, Riverside State Park, 4427 N Aubrey L White Parkway
Manito Park, South Grand Boulevard and 14th Avenue

local attractions
Arborcrest Wine Cellars Downtown Tasting Room, Riverpark Square Third Level
Cat Tales Zoological Park, 17020 N Newport Hwy, Mead
Fast Kart Indoor Speedway, 1224 E Front Ave
Silverwood Theme Park, Hwy 95 North Idaho
Spokane River Falls at Riverfront Park
NorthernQuest Resort and Casino, 100 N Hayford Rd, Airway Heights, WA
Imax Theatre, Riverfront Park
Gonzaga University, 502 East Boone Avenue
Whitworth University, 300 W. Hawthorne Road
Bing Crosby’s Boyhood home, 508 E. Sharp Avenue
Glover Mansion, 321 West 8th Avenue
Fox Theatre, Monroe and Spraque Avenue, Downtown Spokane
The Davenport Hotel and Tower, 10 South Post Street 
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, 127 E 12th Ave

arts and culture
Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture, 2316 W 1st Ave
Mobius Kids Science Center, 808 W Main Ave
Armed Forces and Aerospace Museum, Spokane International Airport
Campbell House Museum, 2316 W 1st Ave
Japanese Cultural Center, 4000 W. Randolph Rd
Finch Arboretum, 3404 W Woodland Blvd
Fort George Wright/Mukogawa Fort Wright Institute, 3410 W Fort George Wright Drive

shopping
Flour Mill, 621 W Mallon Ave
Northtown Mall, 4750 North Division
Auntie’s Bookstore, 402 West Main Avenue
Riverpark Square, 808 West Main Avenue
Spokane Public Market, 24 W 2nd Ave
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DESIGN EXHIBIT

on the site of Expo ‘74
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DESIGN EXHIBIT - 2012 WINNERS

2012 POLISHED APPLE AWARD
Denny International Middle | Chief Sealth International High | Seattle Public Schools
Bassetti Architects

2012 MERIT AWARD & PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD WINNERS
(top left to bottom left) 
 
Federal Way Elementary School Prototype  |  Federal Way Public Schools  |  DLR Group 
Merit

Riverview elementary School  |  Snohomish School District  |  NAC Architecture
Merit

Issaquah High School  |  Issaquah School District  |  Mahlum
Merit

Meadowdale Middle  |  Edmonds School District  |  Integrus
People’s Choice
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DESIGN EXHIBIT - MEET THE JURORS

Gregory Brown, AIA, LEED AP
Director of Capital Projects and Planning, Spokane Public Schools
Greg has been a licensed architect since 1989 and has over 27 years of public works project management experience in 
the K-12 and post high school arena. Since 2003, Greg has served as Director of Capital Projects & Planning for Spokane 
Public Schools. He also has experience in western Washington including Bethel, Tacoma and Puyallup school districts.

In Spokane, Greg has been responsible to oversee all activities related to the implementation of the District’s 2003 & 
2009 Capital Construction Bond Programs of over $550 million dollars. Projects to date include modernization and 
expansion of three high schools; replacement or modernization of seven elementary schools; a replacement middle 
school; renovations to fifteen elementary schools; new athletic facilities at all five high schools; and various other smaller 
capital projects. 

Greg is a member of CEFPI the American Institute of Architects, Vice-Chair and member of the Office of Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Technical Advisory Committee, an LEED Accredited Professional in the US Green Building Council’s 
protocol and has earned two degrees in architecture from Washington State University.

Brian L.  Benzel,  Ph.D.
Vice President for Finance and Administration, Whitworth University, Spokane, WA
Dr. Benzel began his current leadership role as Vice President for Finance and Administration at Whitworth University in 
2007 after a 35-year career in various educational leadership roles, including 19 years as the superintendent of schools 
in the Mead, Edmonds and Spokane public school systems in Washington State. In each of these roles, Dr. Benzel guided 
numerous school construction programs and projects.

In 1993, Dr. Benzel was selected as the Washington State Superintendent of the Year and was one of four finalists for 
the American Association of School Administrators’ National Superintendent of the Year.  Dr. Benzel was a member of the 
Washington State Commission on Student Learning, chaired the Governor’s Task Force on Schools for the 21st Century, 
and served on the Board of Trustees for Edmonds Community College, including one year as chair of the board. 

Dr. Benzel currently serves on the boards for College Spark Washington, the School Employees Credit Union of Washington 
and PEMCO Mutual Insurance Company.  Dr. Benzel earned a BA in Business Administration from Washington State 
University, a Masters Degree in Public Administration from the University of Washington, and a Ph.D. in Educational 
Leadership from Gonzaga University.  

Jim Cortner,  AIA
Principal, Cortner Architectural Company
A Principal of Cortner Architectural Company, Jim Cortner has over 17 years of experience providing architectural services.  
The firm specializes in design for Education, Commercial, Transit and Healthcare markets, offering a full line of services.

A native of the Inland Northwest, Jim was raised in Spokane and attended public primary school. A graduate of Gonzaga 
Prep High School, Jim earned a Bachelor’s of Engineering from Vanderbilt University in 1992, and obtained his Master’s 
Degree from Texas A&M University in 1996. Jim is currently a member of Rotary Club 21 and is past Chair of The 
Salvation Army Spokane Advisory Board.  Jim’s wife, Diane, is a High School teacher for Spokane Public Schools. They 
have two children.
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Harlan Chinn, NAC|Architecture 

project team

Carla Santorno
Superintendent

BLRB Architects
Architect

AHBL, Inc.
Civil Engineer

PCS Structural Solutions
Structural Engineer

Hargis Engineers
Mechanical Engineer

Tres West Engineers
Electrical Engineer

Bruce Dees & Associates
Landscape Architect

Berschauer Phillips 
Construction Company
Construction Firm

project information

Grades Housed:
6 - 8

Construction Cost/SF: 
$281.92

baker middle school 
tacoma school district

Honoring its namesake, the new John S. Baker Middle School carries a strong vision 
of serving Tacoma’s young citizens.  Situated in the heart of a diverse, economically 
disadvantaged neighborhood, Baker’s student community and its breadth of instructional 
needs and educational programs make this middle school unique among many of its 
peer schools.  

Enhancing educational outcomes, facilitating personalized instruction, and fostering 
a sense of inclusive community while providing a safe and secure environment were 
leading design imperatives.  Baker’s organizational philosophy of creating small “learning 
communities” facilitates the school’s emphasis on individualized attention, personalized 
learning and collaborative teaching.  Break-out areas between classrooms in each 
learning community provide local spaces for individualized learning and help cultivate 
healthy social relationships among students.  

Creating a technology-rich learning environment and promoting environmental 
stewardship were also leading goals for Baker’s design. The systematic integration of 
both interior and exterior sustainable design features make Baker a model teaching tool 
for science and math curricula.  While a half-acre interpretive/environmental education 
space, located on the NW corner of the site, provides outdoor learning opportunites, the 
intergration of building dashboard measurement technology, accessible online both to 
students, and the community at large, actively engages students and staff in their on-
going efforts to conserve and nurture their environment.

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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Harlan Chinn, NAC|Architecture 

project team

Dr. Traci Price
Superintendent

NAC|Architecture
Architect

Coughlin Porter Lundeen
Civil Engineer

Coughlin Porter Lundeen
Structural Engineer

Hargis Engineers
Mechanical Engineer

NAC|Engineering
Electrical Engineer

Weisman Design Group
Landscape Architect

Spee West
Construction Firm

project information

Grades Housed:
K - 5

Construction Cost/SF: 
$284

carl sandburg elementary school
lake washington school district

Preserving and enhancing the park-like feel of the northwest corner of Carl Sandburg 
Elementary School was central to the planning of the replacement school. The majority 
of the classroom neighborhoods are focused on a grove of 70 year old Big Leaf maples, 
creating multiple outdoor learning spaces that enjoy the natural setting. Poems written 
by the school’s namesake, especially about nature, are prominently displayed both inside 
the main lobby area and in two outdoor plaza spaces. 

The school accommodates 600 students in neighborhoods of either 3 or 4 classrooms. 
Each neighborhood is organized around an open shared learning area, small group rooms, 
and teacher planning areas. Transparency between spaces expands the classroom, 
allowing small and large group activities to occur in the adjacent shared areas. One of 
the neighborhoods is designed to accommodate a “choice” school that shares the same 
facility. 

A 10 kW photovoltaic array serves as a sunshade for the south facing library. The 
solar panels and associated environmental aesthetic of the building are visible, in the 
main entry plaza, prominently displaying the school’s commitment to a sustainable 
environment. Additionally, this school is the first in Washington State to utilize insulated 
concrete form walls. 

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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Harlan Chinn, NAC|Architecture 

project team

Dr. J. Tim Mills
Superintendent

NAC|Architecture
Architect

Coughlin Porter Lundeen
Civil Engineer

Coughlin Porter Lundeen
Structural Engineer

Hargis Engineers
Mechanical Engineer

Coffman Engineers
Electrical Engineer

Weisman Design Group
Landscape Architect

Bayley Construction
Construction Firm

project information

Grades Housed:
K - 5

Construction Cost/SF: 
$252

cherry crest elementary school
bellevue school district

Embodying the experiential quality of architecture, Cherry Crest Elementary is designed 
to make its users feel not so much “in the building” as “on the site”. Building and Site 
are woven, one into the other, in a pattern that slowly reveals itself as students, staff and 
visitors move through the spaces.  This integrated experiential environment is intended 
to stimulate both the curriculum and student engagement by offering a variety of unique 
learning spaces.  Differing in scale and character, these spaces encourage a unique 
overlap of educational and social, formal and informal interaction.

The central courtyard and green roof plaza provide opportunities for entire classes to 
learn in a secure, outdoor environment.  Smaller exterior plazas, off of each house’s 
shared learning spaces, encourage smaller groups to bring learning outside, into close 
contact with the wooded site and landscaped rain gardens.  The “Learning Stairs” 
located immediately off of the entry lobby will accommodate multiple uses ranging from 
a student presentation area, to a before and after-school parent gathering spot.  Smaller 
breakout spaces throughout the building invite students to quietly sit and read or simply 
consider the views and the play of sunlight, filtered through the trees, throwing patterns 
on the school’s walls.

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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project team

Robert Neu, Ed. S.
Superintendent

Bassetti Architects
Architect

Springline Design LLC
Civil Engineer

Quantum Consulting 
Engineers
Structural Engineer

Wood Harbinger Inc.
Mechanical Engineer

Wood Harbinger Inc.
Electrical Engineer

Site Workshop
Landscape Architect 

Porter Brothers Construction
Construction Firm

project information

Construction Cost/SF: 
$288.66

federal way public schools support services center
federal way public schools

Located next to Celebration Park and on a branch of the Hylebos Creek Watershed, 
the innovative design for Federal Way Public Schools’ Support Services Center (SSC) 
links essential services with each other, students, and the community. Co-location of 
the previously separate Transportation, Maintenance, and Nutrition Services intentionally 
encourages communication and cooperation between staff. The design fosters this 
collaboration by providing shared spaces for learning, teaching, and socializing.

In addition to space for District stewardship services, the SSC embraces lifelong learning 
with classrooms, conference rooms, and gathering spaces for staff, students, and the 
community. The SSC has fulfilled this role hosting Drivers Education classes, a student 
Ham Radio club, and meetings of the District Career and Technical Education faculty. 
The proximity of learning spaces to practical shop and diesel mechanic operations allows 
for real-world application of knowledge.

Transparency expresses the District’s inclusive, collaborative philosophy as well as 
indoor/outdoor connections. The District desired a facility and site that would inform 
the community. The architecture draws on the necklace of waterways and surrounding 
forest as both design elements and functional tools for operation. Energy, materials, 
water quality, air quality, and waste reduction were equal partners with people when 
conceiving this facility. The highly visible rain gardens and rainwater collection system 
invite inquiry and learning about water resources. Inside, the skylight/ventilators and 
exposed mass walls offer parallel opportunities to experience and learn about energy 
use and thermal comfort.

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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Harlan Chinn, NAC|Architecture 

project team

Carla Santorno
Superintendent

Hutteball & Oremus 
Architecture
Architect

Coughlin Porter Lundeen
Civil Engineer

Coughlin Porter Lundeen
Structural Engineer

Hargis Engineers 
Mechanical Engineer

Coffman Engineers
Electrical Engineer

Thomas Rengstorf Associates
Landscape Architect

Berschauer Phillips 
Construction Company
Construction Firm

project information

Grades Housed:
preK - 5

Construction Cost/SF: 
$237

geiger montessori school
tacoma public schools 

Identified as a modernization project in Tacoma’s 2001 Capital Bond, existing conditions 
and declining enrollment encouraged an alternative approach.  A new facility would be 
built, designed to foster a Montessori program.

With a principal and teachers dedicated to encouraging self-paced and self-directed 
student learning, the transformation began as both the school and design team 
immersed themselves in Montessori culture.  After a year at their transition site, the 
Geiger community returned to the welcome embrace of facilities tailored to their new 
way of learning.

The Geiger transformation began with 187 students in a worn out facility.  The new 
Geiger Montessori opened last September with over 380 students, and an expected 
enrollment of 440 students to start the 2013/14 school year.

Project-based learning is the basis of Montessori education.  As a classroom-activity 
model that shifts the learning program from teacher-centered delivery to student-
centered exploration, a Montessori-based education is built upon authentic learning that 
engages students in relevant exercises at their pace, providing multiple vantage points 
for development.  Geiger Montessori is zoned to encourage project based learning, 
including various educational areas from large wet zones for practical life exercises, 
manipulative libraries for hands on learning, and small group work spaces.

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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Harlan Chinn, NAC|Architecture 

project team

Deborah L. LeBeau
Superintendent

Integrus Architecture
Architect

AHBL, Inc.
Civil Engineer

Integrus Architecture
Structural Engineer

Hultz/BHU Consulting 
Engineers
Mechanical Engineer

Cross Engineers
Electrical Engineer

Weisman Design Group
Landscape Architect

Berschauer Phillips
Construction Company
Construction Firm

project information

Grades Housed:
6 - 8

Construction Cost/SF: 
$289

hudtloff middle school
clover park school district

This new school is designed to create a unique sense of place–safe, functional, attractive, 
and inviting–that instills a sense of wellbeing in the students and staff, while being 
open and welcoming to the community. The result is a building that imparts a feeling of 
permanence and civic presence, creating a 21st-century middle school that is flexible, 
compact, and reflects the aspirations and goals of the Hudtloff community.

An L-shaped entry court opens to the south and east entry drive. The main building entry 
uses wood columns and roof beams to establish a unique character, which extends to 
embrace the library and commons, providing a clear and inviting arrival point, identifiable 
from the street and easily reached from parking and drop-off areas.

Sustainable strategies for Hudtloff Middle School, begun with an overview of the 
Washington Sustainable Schools Protocol, include providing efficient landscaping that 
makes the site pedestrian-friendly for students, faculty, and the community; developing 
the building with low-maintenance systems; using durable, low-maintenance materials 
that are not harmful when installed or replaced; providing good indoor air quality, well 
day-lit classrooms, efficient energy use, and good acoustics; and incorporating systems 
and strategies that assist student achievement and staff comfort.

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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project team

Vera Risdon
Superintendent

BLRB Architects
Architect

AHBL, Inc.
Civil Engineer

PCS Structural Solutions
Structural Engineer

BCE Engineers
Mechanical Engineer

BCE Engineers
Electrical Engineer

Thomas V. Rengstorf 
Associates
Landscape Architect

meadowcrest early childhood learning center (eclc) 
renton school district

The culmination of years of grass roots planning between the Renton community, the 
Renton School District and non-profit agencies, the Meadowcrest Early Childhood 
Learning Center (ECLC) will bring together school district and community-based early 
learning programs to facilitate early childhood education, community interaction, and 
family engagement. 

Located in a diverse, economically-challenged urban environment, the ECLC will provide 
a safe and encouraging resource for families and their children. Family service facilities, 
such as counselors and parenting classrooms, are located near the main public entry, 
allowing parents to receive care and assistance while their children are in school. 
Classrooms, meeting spaces, and play areas are grouped into small wings, which allow 
children to move between spaces easily and experience their surroundings at their scale. 
The intimate nature of the wing concept creates a small school environment within the 
larger context, facilitating enhanced supervision and classroom management by staff 
members. 

Indoor play courts between wings - with large garage doors that open onto the inclusive 
playground adjacent to school - provide light-filled, stimulating places for children to 
exercise. LED lighting, recycled interior materials, rain gardens and an infiltration system 
contribute to a healthy, fresh-aired environment for learning, exploring, and playing - 
inside and out.

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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Harlan Chinn, NAC|Architecture 

project team

Larry Francois
Superintendent

Studio Meng Strazzara
Architect

Studio Meng Stazzara
Civil Engineer

PCS Structural Solutions
Structural Engineer

Tres West Engineers
Mechanical Engineer

Tres West Engineers
Electrical Engineer

Thomas Rengstorf & 
Associates
Landscape Architect

Kirtley Cole Associates
Construction Firm

project information

Grades Housed:
9 - 12

Construction Cost/SF: 
$105

the secondary academy for success 
northshore school district 

The Secondary Academy for Success is a 200-student choice school for grades 9-12. 
The school’s educational model is focused on sparking the individual’s desire to learn by 
fostering a sense of community, warmth, supportive mentorship, and freedom of choice.
Recognizing that the adaptive reuse of an existing facility was less expensive than 
building a brand new school, a bustling Bothell office park made a particularly good fit 
with the goals of the SAS program.

The design transforms an approximately 62,000 sf former warehouse into a vibrant, 
functional, two-story learning environment. The spacious interior boasts 27-foot ceilings 
and encapsulates a sleek collection of educational spaces encircling a large, common 
gathering area - thus creating a central heart to the school that visually connects learning 
spaces and bolsters a communal experience. This central core functions as a social 
commons, stage, dining and assembly area, with movable walls and versatile spaces for 
large and small group learning, spontaneous interaction, and socialization. 

Using the existing fabric of the warehouse embraces the school’s nationally recognized 
sustainability program. Additional sustainable design features include daylighting, 
over-insulation of walls and roof, use of high-recycled-content materials, solar shades, 
occupancy sensors, daylight controls, high-performance glazing, solar PV panels and a 
wind powered generator.

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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project team

Dr. Traci Pierce
Superintendent

Integrus Architecture
Architect

LPD Engineering, PLLC
Civil Engineer

Integrus Architecture
Structural Engineer

Interface Engineering, Inc.
Mechanical Engineer

Interface Engineering, Inc.
Electrical Engineer

Cascade Design Collaborative
Landscape Architect

project information

Grades Housed:
9 - 12

Construction Cost/SF: 
$365

STEM school
lake washington school district

This project is designed to support a curriculum organized around multiple academic 
pathways, each focusing on real-world topics that provide a pre-professional environment 
for students transitioning from high school to college or the workforce. Teachers actively 
engage with professional mentors from the local community to support collaborative, 
interactive, and project-based learning. 

Each of eight academic clusters utilizes a large studio space and two adjoining 
classrooms, interconnected by operable walls to allow students to come together daily. 
Clusters include a shared area for fabrication and exploration, and breakout spaces for 
individual/small-group work. Each level has designated spaces for mentors from the 
surrounding community to meet directly with students. A commons and Presentation 
Hall connect the clusters.
 
The building, a learning tool for innovation and application of sustainable technology, ties 
systems to an interactive central display. Sustainable features include orientation and 
extensive use of skylights for daylighting, a rainwater capture system for greywater uses, 
pervious paving and bioswales for 100% on-site stormwater management, and a 100kW 
photovoltaic system with net metering. Working with manufacturers, the design team 
developed modules and frames with the flexibility required to achieve program goals 
while requiring less material waste, with lower embodied energy.
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project team

Jim O’Malley
Capital Construction Manager

Integrus Architecture
Architect

LPD Engineers, PLLC
Civil Engineer

Integrus Architecture
Structural Engineer

Wood Harbinger, Inc
Mechanical Engineer

Wood Harbinger, Inc
Electrical Engineer

Weisman Design Group
Landscape Architect

Spee West Construction
Construction Firm

project information

Grades Housed:
6 - 8

Construction Cost/SF: 
$229

tyee middle school
bellevue school district

Tyee Middle School will be constructed on the site of the original Tyee Junior High 
School built in 1959. That school played a strong role in the community through the 
years and the new structure will enhance this tradition. The new and modernized facility 
is a 122,500 square-foot, two-story school designed to serve up to 1000 students in 
grades 6-8. 

The design was guided by goals including: a safe and secure facility that is easy to 
supervise with clear wayfinding and circulation; centralized interconnected community 
functions; and a healthy balance of the educational and social development needs of 
emerging adolescents. The new facility responds to these goals by placing the entry 
lobby, commons, library, and administrative areas at the heart of the school; providing 
a variety of formal and informal learning environments; and then organizing them in a 
compact, well day-lit floor plate.

Specialty learning areas such as art, tech, and fabrication studios, grouped near the 
common areas, provide opportunities to display and perform student work. The music 
program, an important part of the Tyee community for many years, is located to allow 
easy access to the existing gym’s stage or the commons for a variety of performance 
settings.

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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project team

Shelley Redinger, Ph.D. 
Superintendent

ALSC Architects
Architect

David Evans & Associates
Civil Engineer

Structural Forte Inc.
Structural Engineer

L&S Engineering Associates
Mechanical Engineer

Coffman Engineers
Electrical Engineer

SPVV Landscape Architects
Landscape Architect

Leone & Keeble
Construction Firm

project information

Grades Housed:
K - 6

Construction Cost/SF: 
$169.81

westview elementary school
spokane public schools

Context:  With a site that already provides a ‘park-like’setting much valued by the 
community, the Project goal was to create a “school within the park,” allowing the 
characteristics of the site to influence the organization, scale and overall character of 
the new school.
  
Massing:  The two-story design maintains the maximum amount of open space, while 
other design features respond to the scale of the neighborhood.  Classroom wings are 
located along the street, which provides an opportunity to create an appropriate scale 
and sense of detail to the neighborhood; while the gymnasium is located away from 
residences. The school is oriented so it opens to views to the west.  

Building Organization: Organized along a main public axis, the Administration, 
Community Room, Multipurpose Room and Gymnasium allow for secure, public after 
hour use while creating a strong “heart” of the school used by all.  The public axis visually 
terminates at a grove of trees in the Northeast corner of the site.  Classroom wings 
are situated off the main axis, providing classrooms with either northern or southern 
exposures, creating naturally lighfilled rooms. The sunfilled corridors become a ‘living-
room’ rather than an institutional hallway.
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project team

Faith Chapel
Superintendent

Mahlum Architects
Architect

2020 Engineering
Civil Engineer

PCS Structural Engineers
Structural Engineer

Arup
Mechanical Engineer

Arup
Electrical Engineer

Cascade Design Collective
Landscape Architect

Spee West
Construction Firm

project information

Grades Housed:
preK - 4

Construction Cost/SF: 
$268

wilkes elementary school
bainbridge island school district

Emerging from the hillside on a steeply sloped site, the design for Wilkes Elementary 
visually knits the structure with the natural environment. Bars of classrooms alternate 
with exterior courtyards to provide natural daylight to all learning spaces. Within the 
school, students experience a seamless transition from classrooms to interior and exterior 
learning spaces, to play areas. Stretching further down the slope, planted gardens and 
athletic fields link the learning spaces to the greater community beyond.

Circulation paths alongside each cluster, invite engagement across grade levels as 
students travel through the school. Within each cluster, extensive glazing reinforces 
connectivity between classrooms, interior shared learning areas, and courtyards beyond. 
Exterior learning areas vary in response to the developmental needs of students in the 
adjacent classrooms and complement the school’s curriculum. 

A large covered area at the entry supports community by encouraging casual interaction 
between staff and parents as they drop off and pick up students. This entry feeds into a 
public corridor providing convenient access to the media center, music room, commons 
and gymnasium. 

The design for the new school fosters environmental values by connecting students with 
nature, while also integrating a number of sustainable design elements.

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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project team

Larry Francoise
Superintendent

Studio Meng Strazzara
Architect

AHBL, Inc.
Integrity Works
Civil Engineer

PCS Structural Solutions
Structural Engineer

Tres West Engineers
Mechanical Engineer

Tres West Engineers
Electrical Engineer

Site Workshop
Landscape Architect

Conerstone General 
Contractors
Construction Firm

project information

Grades Housed:
10 - 12

Construction Cost/SF: 
$282

woodinville high school
northshore school district

Built in 1983, the existing Woodinville Campus consisted of several disconnected 
buildings spread throughout a 38-acre site. Studio Meng Strazzara’s design of this multi-
phased project reconnects the campus and combines all academics into a single facility 
unified by its large central commons. The project, completed in phases, and spanning 
four academic school years, is highlighted by the design of a state-of-the art performing 
arts theater completed in the Fall of 2012.

Initial work began with a program feasibility and building conditions assessment to 
determine whether the current site would work for the new or modernized facility. The 
Northshore School District and the design team explored various options before choosing 
to pursue the design and construction of a brand new building with modernization of 
several of the existing buildings.

Completed in Fall 2009, Phase I of the project comprises the school’s new commons, 
cafeteria, full service kitchen, library and a media center.

Phase II includes a new 3-floor 70,000 sf academic wing (completed in 2011), a new 
state-of-the-art performing arts center for drama and music (450-seats), and a new 
administration, counseling and career center completed in 2012.

DESIGN EXHIBIT 
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INDUSTRY PARTNERS / CEFPI COMMITTEES

on the site of Expo ‘74
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INDUSTRY PARTNER EXHIBITS

wednesday 2:00 p.m. – thursday 7:30 p.m.  
spokane convention center, bays ballroom

company     booth
Shaw Contract Group    1
Masonry Institute of Washington   2
Masonry Institute of Washington   3
United Reprographics    4
ATS Automation     5
Harris and Associates    6
Keithly Barber Associates, Inc.   7
T & A Supply Company    8
Barclay Dean Architectural Products LLC  9
Garland Company, Inc.    10
CPI Daylighting, Inc.    11
EHS - International, Inc.    12
SimplexGrinnell     13
Virco Inc.      14
Mannington Commercial    15
Electrocom     16
Johnsonsite     17
GypSorb      19
Sea-Tac Lighting & Controls, LLC   20
Ingersoll Rand Security Technologies   21
KCDA Purchasing Cooperative   22
Siemans Industry Inc.    23
School of the Future    24
Northwest Playground Equipment   25
WAMOA      26
OSPI      27
Wisconsin Beach Manufacturing   28
Dimensional Communications   29
DeaMor Associates, Inc.    30
Horticultural Services Inc.    31
Rodda Paint / Cloverdale Paint   32
Welsh Commissioning Group, Inc   33
Pacific Mat & Commercial Flooring   34
BiNW, Inc.      35

Be sure to visit these Industry Partner exhibits at the conference
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company     booth 
Welcome Ramp Systems, Inc.   36
Pacific Mobile      37
OAC Services Inc.     38
Patcraft      39
Mohawk Group     40
G & W      41
Advanced Equipment Corporation   42
Sonitrol Pacific     43
The Beresford Company    44
Williams Scotsman Inc.    45
Cascade Recreation, Inc.    46
Sea-Tac Lighting & Controls, LLC   47
MENG Analysis     48
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CEFPI WASHINGTON / MONTANA CHAPTER OFFICERS

washington

president 
Philip Riedel, NAC|Architecture

president-elect 
Mitch Kent, Mahlum Architects

past-president 
Shannon McLaughlin, Hargis

secretary 
Catherine Carlson, Bethel School District

treasurer 
Kristin Helberg, Great Floors

at-large members
Gregory Brown, Spokane Public Schools
John Mannix, Monroe Public School
Kas Kinkead, Cascade Design Collaborative

regional governor 
Edward Peters, Edmonds School District

regional past-president
Kelley Tanner, BrainSpaces

regional secretary/treasurer 
Fred Long, Kent School District 

montana

president 
Nick Salmon, CTA Architects Engineers

past-president 
Corey Johnson, CTA Architects Engineers

secretary/treasurer 
Karen Kelly, CTA Architects Engineers

regional governor 
John Eisen, K-12 Consultants
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CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEES

conference co-chairs
Laurie Pfarr, LPD Design 
Craig Stauffer, PCS Structural Solutions

design exhibit chair
Greg Hepp, Bassetti Architects

golf committee co-chairs     
Cory Hitzemann, CoughlinPorterLundeen
Mike Cozart, BCE Engineers

hospitality committee co-chairs 
Corrie Rosen, Mahlum Architects 
Nick Chou, Edmonds School District 

industry partners trade show co-chairs
Joan Welsh, Welsh Commissioning Group
Nora Vivarelli, Pacific Mat & Commercial Flooring

logistics committee co-chairs
Laurie Pfarr, LPD Design
Philip Riedel, NAC|Architecture

programs chair  
Jonah Jensen, BLRB Architects

promotions committee co-chairs
Karleen Belmont, PACE Engineers 
Deneise Kopetzky, BCE Engineers 

registration committee chair
Julie Tonning, Mannington

social media co-chairs
Ted Ryan, PCS Structural Solutions
Stephen Murakami, Tacoma Public Schools

special sessions chair
Nick Salmon, CTA Architects Engineers

sponsorship chair
Ted Ryan, PCS Structural Solutions

tours committee chair
Greg Brown, Spokane Public Schools
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b o o k l e t  s p o n s o r s

e x c l u s i v e  p r i n t i n g  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  2 0 1 3  c e f p i 
w a s h i n g t o n / m o n t a n a  s t a t e  c o n f e r e n c e

http://linkd.in/YxpToshttp://twitter.com/cefpiwa
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