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Fall greetings to our A4LE BC Chapter members! I hope that each 
of you have had a wonderful summer, and are coming back to 
work relaxed, refreshed, and ready to get back to the task at hand.

September marks the start of a new academic year, and the 
buildings we design and build are being put to the test on a daily 
basis. Members of our organization are also being tested by the 
demands on our education system here in BC. Enrollment is at 
record-breaking levels, and we can’t deliver new classrooms fast 
enough. That said, it is vital that we don’t lose sight of our mission 
at A4LE: to drive the evolution of learning environments. In fact, it 
may be more important than ever that we focus on creating 
better places and better spaces for students – regardless of the 
pressures to do it faster, more economically, or more compactly 
than ever before.

This past year has been a busy one for our chapter, with the 
conference on Vancouver Island last fall as well as the West 
Region conference in Hawaii in April 2024. Thanks to the 
organizers and presenters at those events, as well as the members 
who took time out of their busy schedules to attend. Member 
involvement is what makes this organization so successful. 

Speaking of conferences, we’re looking forward to a productive 
Annual General Meeting and fall conference in Kelowna on 
October 23-25. Please join us for a couple of fall days in the 
Okanagan – it’s a great time of year to visit and an excellent 
opportunity to network with colleagues!
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A4LE BC CHAPTER BOARD

EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS - 2024:

Sept 13 / Oct 4 / Nov 8 

Western Canada Webinar Series: Transforming Teamwork; 

Web of Support; Mittens & Gloves (Page 4)

October 16-19 

LearningSCAPES 2024, Portland Oregon (Page 5)

LearningSCAPES 2024 Conference (a4le.org)

October 23-24-25 

“Ideas Take Flight” Mini Conference, Kelowna BC.  Includes AGM,

Educational Sessions, Tours of Kelowna Schools, UBCO Facilities

and the K.F. Aerospace Centre for Excellence 

Nov 14
“Tour & Happy Hour” Lower Mainland School Tour & Social (TBC)

EVENTS - 2025:

Spring 2025 – Pacific Northwest Regional Conference in Washington 

State (TBC)  

Oct 30-Nov 2, 2025 - LearningSCAPES 2025 Phoenix, Arizona (Page 5)

Do you have a presentation topic or new facility tour that 

may be of interest to the A4LE BC Chapter Members?  

Remember that libraries, museums and recreation centres 

are learning spaces too!

PLEASE SEND US A NOTE!

We are planning ahead and looking for interesting topics, 

tours and content for our members.

No “sales pitches” please!  We are asking for presentations & 

tours that share best practice, highlight industry innovation 

and enhance learning spaces for learners of all ages. 
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https://learningscapes.a4le.org/
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Nick Salmon is the founder and president of the Collaborative Learning Network. He is a 
ninth-generation educator focused on educational facility planning, professional 
development of educators and design support for future-flexible learning environments 
that cost less to design, build, own, operate and maintain. He is the world’s first self-
certified educational furniture whisperer– capable of coaxing the greatest potential out of 
the unruliest school furnishings.
His global practice (6 continents, 35 countries, 42 US states) includes co-facilitating 
Harvard’s annual Learning Environments For Tomorrow Institute. In addition to working 
with more than 200 schools on more than 40 educational visioning and master planning 
efforts, Nick is a co-founder (with Dr. Fran Locker & Gabriel Diago) of the Revolution in

2024 Canadian Webinar Events - September/October/November (a4le.org)

Education Congress in Bogota and Cartagena, Colombia where he leads hands-on project-based learning 
experiences built upon personal, local, cultural, or global passions. Nick is the four-time host of the online 
webinar 24Hours of PBL+, an international celebration of Project Based Learning that includes learners and 
educators from 75 schools and organizations in 40 countries on 6 continents. As co-founder of the 
international education non-profit USTAWI Global, he is committed to relationships, learning, and 
communities coming alive.
He is the co-author (with Erin O’Reilly & Mar Cano) of TeamED: Building more effective teams for projects, 
education and communities. He is co-authoring Web Builders Nigeria with Paul Iwok & Derek Peterson. Nick 
is the author of Almost, tales of failure, recovery & persistence and near brushes with discomfort. Nick has 
also written a children’s book entitled Pelchers: childhood memories of the village store. A second children’s 
book Fireflies will be published in 2025.

https://www.collaborativelearningnetwork.com/
https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=SK20OCT23&WebsiteKey=d37387ab-a51a-4aef-8403-8eaa70ea95e2


ANNUAL SPONSORS
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British Columbia Chapter (a4le.org)

A4LE BC Chapter LEE Grant 

(Learning Environment Enhancement)

A4LE BC Chapter is proud to be in our 6th year of offering 

a grant opportunity open to all K-12 schools in the 

province. The Learning Environment Enhancement (LEE) 

Grant supports schools to realize a unique vision to 

enhance their learning environments. Over the years, 

we've had the privilege of reviewing over 80 applications 

representing schools from numerous districts within the 
province and have awarded over $35,000 in prize funds.

Each year, we are inspired by the creativity and ingenuity 

displayed by the applicants.  Some examples of past 

submissions include outdoor classroom designs, sensory 

and resource room upgrades, makerspace tools and 

equipment and garden projects.
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https://www.a4le.org/A4LE/Pacific_Northwest/British_Columbia/British_Columbia.aspx?hkey=8920429c-36fc-404e-bc8a-da5231418272
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