
Mt. Pleasant High School – Student Center:
A Flexible Hub for a Changing High School Curriculum



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Attendees will learn how to create a student centered social space for high school 
students that mimics the higher education student experience.Objective 1

Attendees will learn how to build flexibility into the design to adapt to changing 
pedagogy, culture, and technology.Objective 2

Attendees will learn how to design a process that truly engages students, 
producing meaningful outcomes.Objective 4

Attendees will learn how to leverage an existing building that supports the 
changing needs of the district, campus, and its students.Objective 3



CONTEXT
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GOALS

“...integrate interior and exterior spaces to allow for programs and activities to 
flow seamlessly.”Goal 1

“The modernized quads will act as an outdoor extension of the Student Center.”Goal 2

“The Student Center will be a place for many types of activies including study, 
informal gathering place, group project base, dining, student activities, 
presentations and events to name a few.”

Goal 4

“The Student Center will function as a space where learning and socializing occur 
simultaneously in an environment designed to embrace and welcome all.”Goal 3
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ORIGINAL CAMPUS - BUILDING CODE ANALYSIS

BUILDING OCCUPANCY GROUP: E1
BUILDING AREA (SF): 13984 SQ.FT
TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION: I FIRE RESTRICTIVE
ALLOWABLE FLOOR AREA (SF): UNLIMITED

NOTE:
THE TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION OF THE EXISTING BUILDINGS (CLASSROOM
BUILDINGS 100 – 800, RESOURCE LIBRARY, FOOD SERVICE, RESTROOM AND
GYMNASIUM) ITS TYPE I-FIRE RESISTIVE. BUILDING 900 IMPROVEMENTS WILL
NOT CHANGE THESE REQUIREMENTS.

ALL BUILDINGS ARE ONE STORY IN HEIGHT EXCEPT BUILDING 300 WHICH HAS
A BASEMENT.

THERE IS NO EXISTING OR PROPOSED AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER. NONE IS
REQUIRED PER CBC.

BUILDING 100: 7056 SQ.FT
BUILDING 300: 4704 SQ.FT
BUILDING 400: 19600 SQ.FT
BUILDING 500: 7056 SQ.FT
BUILDING 600: 19600 SQ.FT
BUILDING 700: 4704 SQ.FT
BUILDING 800: 19600 SQ.FT
LIBRARY - BLDG 900: 7056 SQ.FT
FOOD: 1568 SQ.FT
RESTROOM: 1056 SQ.FT
GYMNASIUM: 28244 SQ.FT

TOTAL: 139844 SQ.FT
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Opportunities:

Challenges:
��

SUMMER SUNSET
8:32 PM 

SUMMER SUNRISE
5;47 AM 

WINTER SUNSET
4:55 PM 

WINTER SUNRISE
7:18 AM 

UPGRADE COURTYARDS

MAIN ENTRY

Mt. Pleasant High School - Site Plan

BUILDING 900

N

RENOVATE BUILDING 900

•  SEATING
•  HARDSCAPE/LANDSCAPE RATIO
•  CONNECTION TO RENOVATED BUILDING

•  TRANSFORM LIBRARY INTO STUDENT CENTER
•  UPGRADE MECH., ELEC., AND PLUBMING
•  RE-ROOF AND SELECTIVELY REPLACE GLAZING
•  STRENGTHEN CONNECTION TO COURTS

Prevailing Winds
Summer

Prevailing Winds
Winter

• Construction logistics – access to courtyards

• ADA Upgrades to existing facilities and site

• Concrete structure - limitations to changing

• Connecting indoor/outdoor

• Re-think use of quads/performances/activities

• Potentially re-think entry sequence and quad 
edges

SITE ANALYSIS



Design Process



CREATION OF GUIDING PRINCIPLES



GUIDING PRINCIPLES



How do you solve this with architecture?



1. Entice 2. Enter 4. Exit 5. Extend3. Engage

Student Center Student Center

Great place to 
study, eat and hang 

out!

What makes the 
student center a 
busy “hive” on 

campus?

What makes 
students naturally 
want to be there 
– to see and be 

seen?

What extends 
the user 

experience to 
make it a part of 
students’ daily 
experience?

What is it that 
creates a “HUB” 

for social, 
emotional, 

academic, and 
extracurricular 
engagement?

What is it 
that creates a 

strong sense of 
welcome upon 

arrival?

What creates a 
“Wow! Factor” 

upon arrival?

What is it that 
draws students 

in to have 
meaningful 

engagement? 

What makes it  
a non-hierarchical  

safe place to 
hang out – 
a place for 
everyone?

How does it 
create a  strong 

departing 
impression 

enough to want 
to return?

What builds 
loyalty and 

excitement for 
this place?

5E’s framework by Conifer Research

THE 5E’S



5. Extend Extension of experience 
through social media, kiosks 

and through building.

Student Center

Building as Billboard

EXTEND
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Mt. Pleasant High School - Floor Plan - Building 900 N

•  MIX OF SEATING
•  CONNECTION TO EXTERIOR
•  LIBRARY

GENERAL NOTES:
•  CREATE A PLACE FOR STUDENTS
•  RE-CREATE A HEART TO THE CAMPUS
•  CREATE A VARIETY OF SPACE FOR STUDY, PROJ-
ECTS, AND INTERACTION

ADA RAMP

RECONFIGURE ENTRY

ADA RAMP

VIEWS OUT

  UPGRADE ACCESS  •  

• UPGRADE ACCESS MECH. RM.

Study Space

Comp. 
Room

O�ces

EXISTING CONDITIONS



ADJACENCY DIAGRAM
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EXISTING VS. NEW PROGRAM COMPARISON

89 Seats

9500 volumes

928 sf 
5 total faculty/
staff positions
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1. Gathering and Project Based Learning 2. Social Centered 3. Social Highway

PLANNING DIAGRAMS



USER DISCUSSION – CHECK OPTIONS AGAINST GUIDING PRINCIPLES



Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

EVOLUTION OF DIAGRAMS BASED ON USER FEEDBACK



LET’S GET DOWN TO IT... 
”WHAT OPTION HITS OUR 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES BEST?”



DOT POLLING RESULTS

Clearly preferred option Concepts worth incorporating Didn’t resonate – Good to know

Takeaways
1. Don’t be afraid to let users impact design.
2. Create conversation based on agreed upon principles.
3. Listen to all perspectives – those that preferred Option 2 were given the opportunity 

to share how they would incorporate the ideas/spaces into the preferred option.



Design Outcomes



SITE PLAN

new flow introduced from 
student observation - 

stronger  indoor/outdoor 
connection

arced to allow for student 
flow around “porches”

diverse landscape with 
more cover

North



AXON DIAGRAM

student hang-out 
“porch”

office/study room

additional garage 
door added later

small group study

banquette seating

cafe - social center

quiet study - peer adjacent

garage door entry

quiet study

restrooms

building support

presentation 
“porch”

group projects and 
big groups

North



VIEW OF SOUTH QUAD



office / study room, typ.

restrooms

food prep area

study zone

garage 
door

cafe - social 
center

building support

FLOOR PLAN

North



North

The library wasn’t gone 
just re-visioned. We 
had to think about book 
integration.



Passive supervision was 
required to make the 
7 to 7 approach work. 
Trust / Supervision 
balance was key.

North



North

Creating a social 
heart  and a variety 
of seating was key in 
reaching all students; 
not just the extroverts.



FLOOR PLAN

Darker areas = quiet
Lighter areas = social

North
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VARIATION OF STUDY EXPERIENCE
Perspectives

View from South Entrance View from Kitchen

North North



View to Study Lounge 1 View to Study Lounge 3

North North

VARIATION OF STUDY EXPERIENCE
Perspectives



View to Baquet @ Office/Study 2View from North Entrance

North North

ENTRY EXPERIENCE
Perspectives



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Attendees will learn how to create a student centered social space for high school 
students that mimics the higher education student experience.Objective 1

Attendees will learn how to build flexibility into the design to adapt to changing 
pedagogy, culture, and technology.Objective 2

Attendees will learn how to design a process that truly engages students, 
producing meaningful outcomes.Objective 4

Attendees will learn how to leverage an existing building that supports the 
changing needs of the district, campus, and its students.Objective 3
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