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Cole Webber, 19, is a 
comprehensivist and inventor. He 
is the author of 2 books and 
recently filed for his first patent. 
He has co-designed 23 schools, 
spoken at over 30 events in 4 
countries including a TEDx talk, co-
written policy for the government, 
acted as an advisor to 15+ 
government officials and agencies, 
and sat on numerous international 
boards regarding education and 
development. His work relating to 
anthropology, design, education, 
film studies, and construction, as 
well has his short fiction, has also 
been published. 
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Speaking Engagements: 
(Selected from 30+ engagements) 

The future of qualifications, Workshop, A4LE Learning Scapes, Chicago – November 2018 

Presentation on Design Thinking in education to the University of Calgary Faculty of 
Education Colloquium – March 2018 

“What is Education good for?” TEDx Talk, Voorschoten, the Netherlands — November 2017 

Keynote Speaker at Junior Achievement (JA) Southern Alberta ‘World of Choices’ Event — 
Spring 2016 

Canadian representative and session chair at the International Conference for Education 
Research and Innovation (ICERI) held in Seville, Spain — October 2015 

Keynote address on Sparked Foundation at Public School Boards’ Association of Alberta 
(PBSAA), Edmonton – November 2015 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZ8bL9jP7fs 

What is the purpose of education? Lecture for Alberta High School Redesign Regional 
Consortium, distributed by Alberta Education as Professional Development for Teachers – 
May 2015 

Presentation of Concepts for Red Deer Museum and Gallery (MAG) Renovation Project, 
MAG Annual General Meeting — May 2015 

Workshop on Applying LEAN manufacturing methodology to education, Portland, Oregon — 
October 2014 

Youngest Canadian to deliver a Convocation Address, Red Deer College 50th Anniversary 
Convocation — May 2014 

Workshop on Educational Processes, Indianapolis — September 2013 

Guest Lecturer to PhD Education Students at the University of Calgary — Summer 2013 

Keynote Speaker at Summit for Canadian Ministers of Education, to delegations from the 
Yukon, British Columbia, the Northwest Territories, Alberta, and Saskatchewan — September 
2013 

Presented School Design Principles and Concepts to Premier, Minister of Education, Minister 
of Infrastructure, and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs to Alberta — June 2013 
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Guest Speaker and Advisor to Alberta Infrastructure Team — 2013  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Committee and Position Appointments  
(Full Listing) 

Jury Member for the Schools Next Competition, September 2016 

Consultant to German-based furniture company VS to developed plans for a line of 
collaborative student designed furniture, 2016 

Sparked Foundation named mentorship coordinator for the Association for Learning 
Environments (A4LE), 2016 

Youngest member of Scientific Advisory Board to the International Academy for Technology, 
Education and Development (IATED), 2016 

Non-profit organization, Sparked Foundation, received certification as an educational 
institution from Google for Education, Spring 2016 

Founded non-profit organization, Sparked Foundation, and acted as President, 2015-2016 

Invited to co-organize and peer review new Tripartite Journal of Education (headquartered in 
India), 2015 

First Student Jury Member for the Schools Next Competition, October 2015 

Canadian representative and Session Chair at the International Conference for Education 
Research and Innovation (ICERI) held in Seville, Spain, October 2015 

Member of Red Deer Public School District Student Advisory Council, Fall 2015-Summer 
2017 

Youngest and only student member of committee to revise Alberta Teacher and School 
Leader Professional Standards, 2015-2016 

Consultant to Red Deer Museum and Gallery Renovation Project, May 2015 

Student Delegate to the International Summit for the Teaching Profession, 2015, March 2015 
One of five total from the 30 countries present 

Coordinating member of ‘Speak Out’, the Alberta Government’s student engagement 
initiative, 2014-2015 

Advisor to the Albertan Minister of Education, 2013-2015 
Ministers included Jeff Johnson, Dave Hancock (interim), Gordon Dirks and David Eggen 
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Coordinator for Student Input, and Designer for the Annie L Gaetz Courtyard Renovation 
Project, Summer 2014 

Education Consultant to the Ministry of Education, Saskatchewan, 2014 
Facilitator of one of the first instances of LEAN manufacturing methodology applied to 
education, March 2014 

Advisor to Alberta Infrastructure Team, 2013 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Publishing Credits 

By Cole: 
(Full Listing, Reverse Chronological by Publication Date) 

OMNINET 
book | design, technology, education, creativity, economics, communication, psychology 
(373 pages) 
ISBN: 978-1729552995 

Tip Toes 
short story | horror, weird 
available in The Weird Reader, Volume 3 (2018), page 19 

Culture Defines Usefulness 
article | anthropology, design, construction, geodesic structures, housing, sustainability 
available in AGORA Journal, Volume 4 (2018), pages 1-6 

Inglorious Basterds: Evil Through Apathy 
article | film analysis 
available in AGORA Journal, Volume 4 (2018), pages 118-122 

Can Students Design Their Own Learning? 
edited by Terry White 
article | education, technology, architecture, design, construction 
available in Learning Spaces, journal of the international Association for Learning 
Environments, First Quarter 2018 (Volume 4.1), pages 64-68 
ISSN: 2515-463X 

A Case for Integration, co-authored with Craig Webber 
article | architecture, construction, design, sustainability, integrated project delivery (IPD) 
available in Design Quarterly, Winter 2018, pages 18-19 
ISSN: 0834-3357 

Disneyland by Design: an unauthorized analysis of the design success of Walt’s first theme 
park 
book | design, technology, creativity, urban planning, nature of work 
(160 pages) 
ISBN: 978-1983607059 
Available on Amazon, disneylandbydesign.com 



 7

What is education good for?  
TEDx Talk | education, technology, nature of work 
produced in conjunction with the British School in the Netherlands and Talbott Presentations 
International, distributed by TEDx 

Sparked, co-authored with Sarah MacLellan 
article | education, technology 
available in International Conference on Education, Research and Innovation Proceedings 
2015 
via the International Academy for Technology, Education and Development 
ISBN: 978-8460826576 

What is the purpose of education?  
video of lecture, professional development materials | education, technology, nature of work 
produced in conjunction with the High School Redesign Regional Consortium, distributed by 
Alberta Education 
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Publications about Cole: 

Self-Education is the Currency of the Future [interview] 
distributed by the British School in the Netherlands, August 4, 2017, 
https://voices.britishschool.nl/TEDxYouthBSN/2017/08/04/self-education-is-the-currency-
of-the-future-cole-webber-tedxyouthbsn-speaker/ 

Imagining the Future of Education [interview] 
by Mary-Ann Barr in Momentum: Young People Who Shape Central Alberta, July 17, 2015 

School of the Future Eyed for Pilot Project [interview] 
by Crystal Rhyno in The Red Deer Advocate, Summer 2013 

Red Deer Fab Four Conquer World and Amaze Teacher [profile] 
in the ATA News, June 11, 2013 

Premier Visits Students Who Designed ‘Cutting Edge’ School [profile] 
by Jenna Swan in The Red Deer Express, June 5, 2013 

Students Pitch to Premier [interview] and  
Students: Innovative [profile] 
by Susan Zielinski in The Red Deer Advocate, June 4, 2013 

Eastview Students Win International Competition 
in The Red Deer Express, May 1, 2013 

The Future Has Arrived [profile] 
by Murray Crawford in The Red Deer Advocate, April 2013 

Students earn chance to design school of future [interview and profile] 
by Murray Crawford in The Red Deer Advocate, Spring 2013 

Students Plan ‘School of the Future’ [interview] 
by Susan Zielinski in The Red Deer Advocate, February 22, 2013  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All Experience, 
Reverse Chronological Order 

US Patent No. 62/754,328 ‘METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR ORGANIZING EVENTS’ Filed – 
November 1, 2018 (Age 19) 

The future of qualifications, workshop at A4LE Learning Scapes, Chicago – November 2018 (Age 
19) 

Book ‘OMNINET’ published – October 2018 (Age 19) 
ISBN: 978-1729552995 

Book ‘Disneyland by Design: An unauthorized analysis of the design success of Walt’s first theme 
park’ published — February 2018 (Age 18) 
ISBN: 978-1983607059 

Article ‘A Case for Integration’, co-authored with Craig Webber published — January 2018 (Age 18) 
Available in Design Quarterly, January 2018 

“What is Education good for?” TEDx Talk, Voorschoten, the Netherlands — November 2017 (Age 
18) 

Recipient of the Alberta Premier’s Citizenship Award — July 2017 (Age 18) 
The award recognizes outstanding accomplishments in citizenship, leadership, community service 
and volunteer work. 

Invited to be the youngest Jury Member for the Schools Next Competition — September 2016 (Age 
17) 
Unfortunately, I did not attend the event because of a travel delay. 

Wrote Proposals (as a freelance writer) for Group2 Architecture and Chandos construction, 
regarding LEAN / Integrated Project Delivery (IPD) structured bids — Summer 2016 (Age 17) 
IPD is the methodology which Disney and Apple use for their construction projects. It is a unique 
contract system in which collaboration is heavily incentivized. The system is poised to make 
revolutionary changes in the construction and architecture industry. 

Composed 50 page book proposal for first book, ‘The Need to Know Basis’ (Working Title) — 
Summer 2016 (Age 17) 
The book is envisioned to address key trends in the relationship between education and business, 
primarily the way in which advancing technology has fundamentally altered the parameters by 
which humans access and use knowledge - a change which has not been paralleled since the 
invention of written language over 3000 years ago. The proposal involved researching competition, 
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developing a marketing and speaking plan, and identifying publishing houses and literary agents. 
Latest draft available upon request. 

Developed plans for a line of collaborative student designed furniture for German-based 
international furniture company VS — 2016 (Age 17) 
After meetings and correspondence with the Vice President in charge of North America over a 
period of three months the plans were eventually scrapped. 

Sparked Foundation named mentorship coordinator for the Association for Learning Environments 
(A4LE) — 2016 (Age 17) 

Peer Reviewed Abstracts and Research Papers for inclusion in the international Web of Science, on 
behalf of the International Academy for Technology, Education and Development (IATED) — 2016 
(Age 16) 

Youngest member of Scientific Advisory Board to the International Academy for Technology, 
Education and Development (IATED) for EDULEARN 2016 Conference — 2016 (Age 16-17) 

Keynote Speaker at Junior Achievement (JA) Southern Alberta ‘World of Choices’ Event — Spring 
2016 (Age 16) 

Non-profit organization, Sparked Foundation, received certification as an educational institution from 
Google for Education — Spring 2016 (Age 16)  

Directed, Edited and Co-Wrote 4000 word proposal submission for the XQ Super School Grant — 
January 2016 (Age 16) 

Directed, Produced, Co-Wrote and Co-Edited over 2 hours of promotional videos for Sparked 
Foundation (for the XQ Super School Grant) — January 2016 (Age 16) 

Founded non-profit organization, Sparked Foundation, and acted as President — 2015-2016 (Age 
16-17) 
Sparked Foundation is a student run non-profit which, in 5 months under my leadership as president 
and chairman of the board expanded to include 12 coordinating members across Canada and the 
US, which piloted projects in 4 schools, and have grown our initiative, the mentor network, to include 
52 professionals from 6 countries, including Canadian members of parliament, American surfers, a 
Romanian seismologist and the VP of the largest radio telescope in the world. 

Keynote address on Sparked Foundation: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZ8bL9jP7fs 
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Invited to help Found and Peer Review the Tripartite Journal of Education (Published in India) — 2015 
(Age 16) 
Following my performance at the International Conference on Education, Research and Innovation 
(ICERI), and my article published by the International Academy for Technology, Education and 
Development (IATED), I was invited to participate in the founding of the new journal. 

First Student Jury Member for the Schools Next Competition — October 2015 (Age 16) 

Work Published by International Academy for Technology, Education and Development (IATED) — 
October 2015 (Age 16) 
An article I co-authored on using student effort to accomplish real world outcomes was published by 
IATED, and included in the international Web of Science and Google Scholar. 

Canadian representative and session chair at the International Conference for Education Research 
and Innovation (ICERI) held in Seville, Spain — October 2015 (Age 16) 
I was chosen as a Canadian representative - and the youngest person to attend - ICERI in Seville, 
Spain. I spoke at the event was invited to chair and moderate 2 sessions. The event brought together 
researches and professors from 79 countries. 

Member of Red Deer Public School District Student Advisory Council — Fall 2015-Present (Age 16-
Present) 

Youngest subject featured in ‘Momentum - Young People Who Shape Central Alberta’ — June 2015 
(Age 16)  

Youngest member of committee to revise Alberta Teacher and School Leader Professional Standards 
- 2015-2016 (Age 15-16) 
The position allowed me access to information and drafts of Alberta Education policy not available 
to the general public. I was invited by the organizers, and was the only student representative 
present. 

Recipient of the Red Deer Mayor’s Special Award — May 2015 (Age 15) 
The award is not given out every year, and is bestowed only for either acts of heroism or bringing 
international prestige to the city (I received the award for the latter). 

Personal Work Incorporated into Government Professional Development Materials — May 2015 
(Age 15) 
One of my TED talk style lectures was incorporated into professional development materials (made 
for teachers) distributed by the Alberta Government. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEpAPxpMv04 
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Consultant to Red Deer Museum and Gallery Renovation Project — May 2015 (Age 15) 
I was brought in to help define a new direction and strategy for the museum and gallery. I worked 
with staff to conceptualize plans for new programs and features, including a maker space, and 
presented the information back to the board of directors. 

Student Delegate to the International Summit for the Teaching Profession, 2015 — March 2015 (Age 
15) 
I was chosen as one of five student delegates attending the International Summit for the Teaching 
Profession, which brought together the 30 most economically developed countries in the world to 
discuss education. The role required me to interact with high ranking officials and summarize the 
experience and information for the Alberta provincial government. 

Coordinating member of ‘Speak Out’, the Alberta Government’s student engagement initiative — 
2014-2015 (Age 14-16)  
The role required myself, as well as other student members, to compile student input from hundreds of 
pupils, interact and report to government leaders, use information to create initiatives, appear at 
events and on delegations, and plan events for students.  

Advisor to the Albertan Minister of Education — 2013-2015 (Age 13-16) 
I served as an advisor to 4 Alberta Ministers of Education. 

Fully composed a 45-minute video documentary, entitled ‘Endless Loop’, on themes and meaning in 
Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: ‘A Space Odyssey’ and ‘The Shining’ — October 2014 (Age 15) 

Hosted Workshop on Applying LEAN manufacturing methodology to education in Portland, Oregon 
— October 2014 (Age 15) 

Coordinator for Student Input, and Designer for the Annie L Gaetz Courtyard Renovation Project — 
Summer 2014 (Age 16) 
The role required me to run multiple design activities with students from grades 2-5, and compile the 
information to design the courtyard, also collaborating with the architects and Red Deer Public 
School District facility staff. 

Youngest Canadian to deliver a Convocation Address — May 2014 (Age 15) 
I became the youngest person to deliver a convocation address in Canada, speaking to over 4000 
people. The speech was my first collaboration with a writing team. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T30dcJkcV9A 
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Education Consultant to the Ministry of Education, Saskatchewan and facilitator of one of the first 
instances of LEAN manufacturing methodology applied to education — March 2014 (Age 14) 
Facing a school shortage, the Government of Saskatchewan started a process to design 18 new 
schools based on the LEAN methodology - one of the first such instances it was applied to education. 
I was brought in by the Deputy Minister of Education to facilitate the process with students from 
Saskatchewan. 

Spoken at over 30 international events — 2013-Present (Age 12 - present)  
Since 2013, I’ve spoken or hosted workshops at over 30 conferences, including a presentation on 
education in Pittsburg, hosting a workshop in Indianapolis, and hosting a LEAN education workshop 
in Portland, OR. I was also personally selected by the Minister of Education of Alberta to keynote 
several government events.  

Hosted Workshop on Educational Processes in Indianapolis — September 2013 (Age 14)  

Guest Lecturer at the University of Calgary — 2013 (Age 14) 
I was brought in as a guest lecturer to a class of education PhD students, to deliver a lecture and 
answer questions around my work in building the capacity for creativity in the education system. 

Keynote Speaker at Summit for Canadian Ministers of Education — September 2013 (Age 14)  
The summit included delegations from the Yukon, British Columbia, the Northwest Territories, Alberta, 
and Saskatchewan.  

Presented School Design Principles and Concepts to Premier, Minister of Education, Minister of 
Infrastructure, and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs to Alberta — June 2013 (Age 14)  

Guest Speaker and Advisor to Alberta Infrastructure Team — 2013 (Age 13) 

Work included in Red Deer Time Capsule, special guest at Time Capsule Ceremony — March 2013 
(Age 13)  

School Design submitted by city to Alberta Education for funding — 2013 (Age 12-13) 

Won international “Schools Next” competition — 2012-2013 (Age 12-13) 
Along with 3 other students, I participated in the international Schools Next competition, hosted by 
the Association for Learning Environments, an international non-profit organization. The competition 
pitted our team against 3500 other students from Australia, Asia, Canada and the USA. After 
progressing through 3 levels of evaluation, we won the entire competition. Due to our heavy focus on 
educational pedagogy (which was not a requirement of the competition) because of our win, the 
entire evaluation structure was revised. 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Engagement Excellence
Indigenous and 

Community Connections
5rd Floor, Sterling Place

9940 – 106 Street
Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 2N2

Telephone: 780-644-1826

November 21, 2016

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing this letter in support of Cole Webber, an alumnus of the Alberta Education 

Minister’s Student Advisory Council (MSAC) 2014/2015, volunteer for Alberta Education, and 

one of the most inspiring and innovative young people I have ever met.  I hope that this letter 

will demonstrate Cole’s overall leadership skills and his passion for making a lasting impact in 

the world.

In my former role as the Student Engagement program coordinator within Alberta Education, I 

had the pleasure of supervising and supporting Cole as he undertook new opportunities, both 

within and outside of his role as a student volunteer and Council member.  The Minister’s 

Student Advisory Council explores ways to improve education in Alberta by collecting and 

representing the student voice and providing advice to the Minister of Education.  Council 

members take on a leadership role in the transformation of the education system in Alberta. Cole 

became a member of the Alberta Education Minister’s Student Advisory Council in July 2014.  

Since then, I have been able to witness Cole’s growth and maturity.  As a member of the 

Minister’s Student Advisory Council, Cole showed tremendous leadership and thoughtfulness as 

he worked to make a difference for students across Alberta.  

Cole’s drive to have an impact earned him a seat as a student representative for the Alberta 

Delegation at the International Summit on the Teaching Profession (2015).  The Summit brings 

together education ministers and leaders of teachers’ unions and associations from a number of 

high-performing and rapidly improving education systems to discuss education policy and 

practice and the teaching profession. As a student delegate, Cole participated in enriching 

conversations ranging from Indigenous education, technology and innovation in the classroom, 

and educational leadership.  Cole’s contributions to both MSAC and ISTP 2015 were highly 

valued and appreciated.  Having the confidence to share the student perspective in a formal 

environment can be a challenge for some students.  Cole was not only able to share his thoughts 

and opinions, but also influence decision making and initiate thoughtful debate on issues of 

importance.

Cole is an intelligent and dynamic person who demonstrates strong leadership skills.  I have 

worked with many incredibly smart, thoughtful, inspired and ambitious young people over the 

years, but Cole is in a league of his own. Cole has vision and the ability to rally others around an 

idea, build momentum and see it through to the end.  What Cole and his Sparked Foundation 

team have managed to accomplish in such a short time is incredible.  I credit Cole with planting 

the seeds for that success to occur.  He spent a lot of time talking to, teaching, and learning from 

the other Council members he worked with.  He introduced the idea of education being more 



than four walls.  He inspired them with his unique perspective and incredible energy, and 

inspired me as well. 

Cole looks at all new experiences and challenges as opportunities to learn and engage.  His 

academic experience has been no different and I always look forward to hearing about the work 

Cole is involved in.  I have learned so much from Cole since we first met.  He, and other students 

like him, inspire and push me to be my absolute best.  I respect his feedback and I value his 

support for student involvement in the education system.  His professionalism and superior 

work-ethic are impressive for someone so young.  I am thrilled to see Cole pursuing his 

education and I believe he will continue to surprise and inspire.  I look forward to seeing the 

lasting impact he will have on this world.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via email at 

Jamie.Anderson@gov.ab.ca or by phone at 780-644-1826.

Sincerely,

Jamie Anderson

Engagement Specialist

Engagement Excellence Branch

Indigenous and Community Connections

Alberta Human Services
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12 January 2017 

 
RE:  Cole Webber 
 Letter of reference  
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am an architect by trade but I currently have the great fortune of Chairing the International Board of Directors for 
the Association for Learning Environments, a 4,500 member international organization focused on the 
improvement of Learning Environments for our world’s children.  
 

In the process of acquiring this position, I have held positions on many of the organization’s committees.  My 
favorite and the most longstanding of roles has been in the capacity of Chair of the SchoolsNEXT competition. This 
is an international competition among teams of middle school students to design the Learning Environment for the 
future.  Each year, we conduct a series of sub-competitions to eventually select a group from each of our eight 
regions to attend an international jury where a winning team is selected. This long introduction is to say that in the 
2012-2013 event, Cole Webber and his team won the event. This vaulted Cole to some level of acclaim within our 
organization. 
 

The jury annually consists of architects, planners, leaders of major industry and leaders of many of the United 
States’ premier environmental agencies. Presenting to this jury is intimidating enough however to excel in front of 
this jury to the extent that Cole did is more than impressive.  Cole’s performance was so impressive that he has 
been asked back repeatedly in the capacity of competitor, as juror and as advisor to the organization.  We truly 
value his opinion and his approach.  Further, we in the organization have taken great pride to watch the 
achievements he has garnered as he continues to excel in the world at a very early age. 
 

It is with great confidence that I can support Cole in any endeavor in which he might engage.  He has the 
demeanor, the confidence, the work ethic and the couth to achieve great things in this world.  He has shown not 
just the confidence, but also the tenacity to achieve whatever he sets his mind to.  Perhaps most impressive is that 
his goals all appear to support the betterment of the world and humankind.  As Cole continues to assert his 
impressive qualities coupled with these global goals, I am confident that we will see incredible achievements from 
him that will benefit our world. 
 

I wholeheartedly endorse Cole Webber in all of his future endeavors!  I personally look forward to watching this 
young man improve our world and I would be pleased to answer any questions pertaining to his character, his 
work ethic or his intellect.  I can be reached at 215 370 9553. 

 
Sincerely, 

  
 
 
 
 
 
David L. Schrader, AIA, LEED AP 
 
Chair of the International Board of Directors 
Association for Learning Environments  
and 
Managing Partner 
SCHRADERGROUP architecture LLC     


