PLANTING SEEDS:

Integrating Outdoor Education and
Indigenous Culture at Ida Nason
Aronica Elementary



'LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Identify opportunities within existing education
systems to represent and engage indigenous
communities to promote cultural engagement
and environmental stewardship

2. Reinforce school identity and the connection to
project goals using experiential graphics.

3. Explain the concept of affordance in relation to
the design of learning environments.

4. Assess and determine challenges to educators
implementing an outdoor-learning-based
curriculum.
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"As cycles happen with
the four seasons and
four directions, this

ﬂualding Aspen

WOV 2T - DEC 1% Fil 1% - W&AR 30
Black Spruce Plantain

Thistle Dandelior forest will be in the
EAST shape of a medicine
'l‘.‘,.‘f,“f,iﬂ Blyeﬁa:‘:‘us WhGEI With four

quadrants and a small
central reflection space.”

Violet Yarrow
AUG 13- BEF 1) MAY Fi ¢« JUN 39

Raspberry
WL 37 - ARG 37

Wild Rose
JUN 30 = AL 2T

...... ~Ethan Bryson

SUGI Project

https://www.sugiproject.com/

https://youtu.be/k7P7k1P5010?si=tLAPpOARpxtH407n




-

11-:—:,--?--
—-“L

'-'r'n"'

-

.-; !

._1.
‘;‘ ] T.
JE_.L










m

a

; i 5 P o . il ¥
: e ] : [l ;
e : /]
! e "
] & ; "I |II ]
i ¥ e S : :
: LA story about the 1ok i :

' Joendless potential osd :

: : inalofus |- a ; g

This is a story for
everything you will do
and everything you
could be. It's for who
you are right now,
and It's for all the
magical, unbounded
potential you hold
inside.
~Kobi Yamada



Outdoor Learning & Play:

Include intentional outdoor spaces
that honor learning and creativity

Integrate elements of play
throughout the site and the building

Design outdoor spaces to be flexible
with a variety of areas for exploration
and discovery

Foster a sense of stewardship for the
environment




AFFORDANCE | AFFORDANCE

“The affordances of the environment are what it offers the
animal, what it provides or furnishes, either for good or ill.”
~James ]. Gibson, 1979

“...the properties of an object or features of an environment
that suggest to us how it is to be used.”
~Sarah Williams Goldhagen, 2017

"Perception is perception for action”

https://youtu.be/4srpRzMP99g?si=bZ-GUREV-|96iel f&t=1560




ACTION SETTINGS

Person, Environment, and Social Context

Goldhagen’s criteria for how we engage with a particular
place (i.e. “Action Setting”)
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SHARED LEARNING
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PLACE BASED EDUCATION




At the core of place-based education is the need
for more equitable learning environments for all
students—environments where students are seen,
valued, and heard. In these environments,
learning is designed with and for students

as humans and individuals in the space.

Tom Vander Ark, CEO of Getting Smart
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Ida Nason Aronica

https:/ [voutu.be/goZ bT|ItYrw?si=yseEYSWYBUSCIF2L
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NATIVE PLANTING > PUEKET FOREST
——

GARDEN




Community Involvement

"When the community
becomes the classroom and
the outdoors becomes the
curriculum, magic happens.
i Children learn not only about
S the world around them but
E = also about their place within it.
L K e Through shared experiences
= 2 and collective engagement,
L they cultivate a deep sense of

Al ‘? _- P i -"i_._ . 15‘_._ E

Ml belonging and responsibility."



SUNFLOWER FESTIVAL

« SEEDS OF THE FUTURE

+ COMMUNITY PARTNERS
+ FULL CIRCLE
+ SPROUTS GARDEN CLUB




When the root is deep, there is
no reason to fear the wind.
~Grace F




Community Supporters  Mid-Columbia Fisheries
Nature Conservancy

PEI

KEEN

Kittitas County Conservation District
CWU Wildcat Farm |

~ Ellensburg Rotary

Master Gardeners

Washington Outdoor School
Kittitas County Historical Museum
Yakama Nation

SUGI

Natural Urban Forests

Central Nursery







Community Supporters




PE] =+~  FieldSTEM®: An Integrated Learning Model

INATITUTE

Economics, Civics & High-lm;_:acf
Cultural Engagement: Field Experiences:

Integrating Tribal sovereignty Outdoor, place-based
(ST1) & analyzing social systems experiences for students

to make informed balanced connected to district curriculum
decisions for a sustainable future

English Language Arts FieldSTEM: S——
CCSS (reading, writing, Integrated, Engineering Design:
mﬁ" ﬁ":’:wl E> career connected, <: 3-dimensional, NGSS-aligned
notebooking strategies locally relevant, investigations and
“ field-based SIGEWING SeRgn Projechs

learning

Community Collaborators: Meaningful Math:

Choosing and applying appropriate
mathematics and statistics to analyze

Addressing authentic questions,

problems, issues or opportunities in

partnership with local employers situations or to model future
situations

Meeting Curriculum Standards







Our Food Waste Inventory
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ONE THING IS FOR SURE,
YOU ARE
HERE. AND BECAUSE YOU
ARE HERE. ANYTHING IS
POSSIBLE.
~KOBI YAMADA







