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for Design Justice



Agenda

 Introductions

 Multiple Pathways to Graduation Background

 Student Engagement

 A Students Perspective

 Design Implementation

 Q and A/ Discussion
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Provide educational 
options for all youth 
that empower, engage, 
and prepare them for 
college, work training, 
and global citizenship 
while serving as a 
vanguard for systemic 
educational change.

MPG MISSION STATEMENT

Background and Context



 Multiple Schools and 
Programs
o Alliance High School (two 

campuses joining) 
o DART School (day and 

residential treatment)
o Teen Parent District Offices 

and Student Childcare
o Reconnection Services and 

Reconnection Center

Background and Context



MPG Students Resemble 
National Trends

 Approximately 1 million High 
School students (1/3 of all 
expected graduates), fail to 
earn a diploma each year. 

 Students of color, students in 
poverty, and students with 
disabilities are all over-
represented in these numbers.



Context
WHO ARE MPG STUDENTS? 

 Strengths
o Highly independent
o Resilient

 Challenges
o Academic issues
o Lack of engagement
o Bored
o Social-emotional issues

Graduates of MPG.



Learning Community
I want my area to be 
inclusive of all people. 
I want a place where 
students can be able to 
find their voice.

MPG STUDENT



Student Empowerment



Design Advisory Group



CTE





IF YOU CAN CHANGE ONE THING IN 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD THROUGH 

DESIGN, WHAT WOULD IT BE?



Your Street Your Voice (YSYV)  and EmpowHER, are paid learning programs for youth ages 14-
20 of Centering BIPOC LGBTQIA+  to learn about careers in the built environment, and use 

design as a tool for social and environmental justice. YSYV and EmpowHER are design studio 
formats where students are asked on day one: ‘If you could change one thing in your 

neighborhood through design, what would it be?’  The intention of YSYV is to empower 
youth to be agents of change as designers and advocates for racial and environmental justice. 



Where is a place you feel JOY?
Where is a place you feel JUSTICE?



Kelsy

Who/What is being CENTERED?    
Who/What is being ERASED?   

Who/What is being BURDENED?

https://www.dapcollective.com/demands


Student Voices

I feel like art is a big part of this 
community and that our school 
would benefit the people who have 
experienced trauma… 

I want my area to be inclusive of all people. I 
want a place where students can be able to 
find their voice. 

I want the space to feel open and 
inclusive to everyone and be a place 
people can always be learning, 
building and fixing.



I want my area to feel like a 
calm and safe space. 

Our building needs to feel 
less institutional than a 
typical school.

Some ideas that guided my design 
were being in nature and being able 
to be in a calm environment when you 
need to.

Student Voices



Roof Deck at MPG by Andy Martin

YSYV  Alliance MEEK MPG 2021 Student Work



YSYV  Alliance MEEK MPG 2021 Student Work

Flex Space at MPG by Faith Harris



YSYV  Alliance MEEK MPG 2021 Student Work

Main Corridor Space at MPG by Ben Treat



Commons Space at MPG by Liam McDermott

YSYV  Alliance MEEK MPG 2021 Student Work



YSYV  Alliance MEEK MPG 2021 Student Work

CTE Autoshop at MPG by Eli Bowden



YSYV  Alliance MEEK MPG 2021 Student Work

Roof Garden at MPG by Pearl Bailey



Vital 
Voices



MY 
BUILDING 
DESIGN 
PROJECT
Sabina Alamo-Selis • Term 
3 2020-2021



Spending time in 
nature is healing 
energy. 







HISTORY

When Learning about the ecological 
history of the Willamette Valley, I 
discovered our sight is Oak Savanna 
and Woodland. My design is using 
plants from these ecologies. My hope 
is to restore the plants that were here 
first. 



OAK SAVANNA 17%

OAK WOODLAND 13% WETLAND PRAIRIE 14%

UPLAND PRAIRIE 18%





MATERIALS
I will have a multi-media art mural on the west wall. 
This Includes: Chalk board, green wall, and painted 
mural. Reclaimed wood for planters. Natural and 
reclaimed stones for fountain. 





Design Characteristics of 
the New School

 Opening Fall 2024
 Characterized by:

o Smaller Numbers
o Flexibility 
o Personalization 
o Trauma-Informed Design



 Themes Of Student’s Work
o Safety
o Community
o Comfort
o Variability
o Personalization

 Design Goals
o Less institutional
o Biophilic
o Foster a sense of calm
o Support personal control of space

Engagement 
OUTCOMES



 Clusters of Learning
 Flexible, variable 

furnishings
 Spaces that support 

mentorship, 
confidentiality, and 
individualized 
learning

 Student art and 
murals throughout

Design
LEARNING COMMUNITY



MPG Media Center



MPG Classroom



MPG Corridor



MPG Commons



LORNA FAST BUFFALO HORSE
lfastbuf@pps.net

JACKIE SANTA LUCIA
jasantalucia@gmail.com

JOE ECHEVERRI
jecheverri@basssettiarch.com

Contact Information
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