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library
the evolution.

“…I wanted the library to be a campfire space where 

students could gather, a collaborative space where they 

could work together… a transparent space where learning 

in the school could be seen… a more barrier-free space…

and an innovative space where the design would reflect 

the innovations that are going on inside our campus.”

-Carolyn Foote

Librarian, Westlake High School; 2013 White House Champion of Change

Austin, Texas
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the
library

media 
center

learning 
commons

destination-based
disconnected
student-based
single purpose
static
hard 
study rooms
book stacks
“serious” quiet learning

fluid & decentralized
connected

community-based
multi-purpose

adaptable
soft

project rooms
multiple sources

“dynamic” learning

library
the evolution.



Emerald E.S. | Broomfield, CO
RB+B Architects & Fielding Nair International, 2017
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Meadow View E.S.| Sun Prairie, WI
Eppstein Uhen Architects, 2018



Lester S. Gates M.S. | Scituate, MA
Dore & Whittier, 2016













circulation
impact.

Year 1 - 2017-2018 83% first trimester 

Year 2 - 2018-2019 42% from previous year

215% from 2016-2017      

(Old Gates)



Advantages

• Increased Circulation
•Ease of access
•Student independence
•No management of 

spaces

•Steps 

Disadvantages

•Librarian fixed 
teaching schedule

•Ease of access
•Student 
dependence

•Distance to stacks

what’s working?
what’s not?



implementing the vision

operation
management



All books should be 

returned to Gates Library 

once you are finished 

reading them.

Your classmates are often 

waiting for copies to 

become available.



Genre Location Spine Label Color

Historical Fiction 8th grade Team E commons Yellow

Romance 8th grade Team E commons Pink

Children of Conflict (7th grade unit) 7th grade Team C commons Light pink

Fantasy 7th grade Team C commons Green

Science Fiction & Dystopia 7th grade Team C commons Blue

High-Interest Nonfiction Top of Hellerup staircase White 

Sports Nonfiction & Fiction Top of Hellerup staircase Orange

Realistic Fiction 2nd Floor Cafe Red

Action Adventure 2nd Floor Cafe Aqua

Mystery/Horror/Suspense 2nd Floor Cafe Maroon

Middle Grade Classics/Favorites 6th grade Team B commons Purple



What if I find a book on the shelf that I want?



# of books still 

overdue
(as of Friday 11:25 a.m.)

End of the year statistics 

display above circulation desk



Team A: �All turned in

Team B: �All turned in

Team C: 3 books to turn in

Team D: 4 books to turn in

Team E: 4 books to turn in

Team F: 5 books to turn in

End of the year statistics display


