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AIA DC COMMITTEE ON ARCHITECTURE FOR EDUCATION



WHERE WE WERE…



WHERE WE WERE…
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THE DC SCHOOLS MODERNIZATION 
PROGRAM

●Dedicated Funding Source
● School Modernization 

Financing Act of 2006

●Shared Oversight
● Deputy Mayor for Education
● District of Columbia Public Schools 

(DCPS)
● DC Department of General Services 

(DGS)

●Long-Term Investment
● $3.2B to date
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SCHOOL DESIGN FRAMEWORK

Roosevelt Senior High School
Perkins Eastman DC

The School Without Walls Senior High School
Perkins Eastman

Marie Reed Community Learning Center
Quinn Evans Architects

Hearst Elementary School
RMcGhee & Associates

Brookland Middle School
Hartman-Cox Associates
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SCHOOL DESIGN FRAMEWORK

Hearst Elementary School
RMcGhee & Associates

Duke Ellington School of the Arts
cox graae + spack architects

Stoddert Elementary School & Community Center
Perkins Eastman

Ballou Senior High School
Perkins+Will

Marie Reed Community Learning Center
Quinn Evans Architects

Dunbar High School
Perkins Eastman
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REMEMBER THIS?
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LOOK AT IT NOW!

HD Woodson STEM High School
cox graee and spack architects
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STABILIZE, MODERNIZE, OPTIMIZE

Tubman Elementary School
Perkins Eastman

Watkins Elementary School
Perkins Eastman DCRoosevelt High School Courtyard
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1880s - 1915 PRE-WWII POST-WAR ENERGY & SOCIAL CRISIS

SCHOOL BUILDING TYPES/ERAS
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PROMOTE EQUITY
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ENABLE MULTI-AGENCY COOPERATION
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SCHOOL

SCHOOL & COMMUNITY

Control

ENABLE MULTI-AGENCY COOPERATION



17

INVOLVE THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Coolidge High School SIT Meeting Photos
HOK https://dcpsplanning.wordpress.com/2016/07/

Coolidge High School SIT Meeting Photos
HOK https://dcpsplanning.wordpress.com/2016/07/
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INVOLVE THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

●Involve community stakeholders throughout the design process

●Learn the history of the community, the school, and the people

●Identify programs & spaces for joint use by the community

●Reinforce the civic identity of the school in the design

●Mentor students in design and construction

●Hire local businesses and artists to work on the project
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IMPROVE PUBLIC HEALTH

Marie Reed Health Clinic
Quinn Evans Architects

https://s3-media1.fl.yelpcdn.com/bphoto/bIYx4CDG7tT8Rj3xra92RQ/o.jpg
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IMPROVE PUBLIC HEALTH

Joyful Food Market
Run by Martha’s Table

Watkins Elementary School
Perkins Eastman DC
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BUILD SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE
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DESIGN SAFE SCHOOLS
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CREATE HIGH-PERFORMANCE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
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CREATE HIGH-PERFORMANCE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
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STRATEGIES RECAP
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DUNBAR SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLROOSEVELT SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

CASE STUDIES



CASE STUDY: ROOSEVELT SENIOR 
HIGH SCHOOL
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PETWORTH NEIGHBORHOOD
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PETWORTH EDUCATION CAMPUS
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ROOSEVELT SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
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UNDO FORMER DAMAGE

BEFORE

BEFORE AFTER
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MODERNIZE THE HISTORIC BUILDING



33

FUNCTIONAL ORGANIZATION
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PROGRAM ORGANIZATION
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A WELCOMING ENTRANCE
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BEFOREUNCOVERING THE PAST
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CREATING THE HEART OF THE SCHOOL 

BEFORE
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CONNECTING TO THE COMMUNITY



CAPTION.

CONNECTING TO THE COMMUNITY

Community Entry: The new Pavilion addition now provides a gracious entrance for the alternative STAY 
program and for after-hours community use of the health clinic, gym, and pool.
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Daily attendance has increased
 Student re-enrollment has increased by 10%
 Student safety is reported as having increased by 9%
 Participation in AP courses has increased by 16%
 Successful completion of AP courses has increased by 8%

BEFORERESTORING SCHOOL PRIDE



RESTORING NEIGHBORHOOD PRIDE
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CASE STUDY:
DUNBAR SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL



43

URBAN CONTEXT
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1917 CAMPUS



CIVIC ARCHITECTURE



ARMORY AS “HEART OF THE SCHOOL”



1977 REPLACEMENT BUILDING



INWARD-FOCUSED FACILITY DESIGN



Plan diagrams over time

1 917 1 9 7 7 2 0 1 3

EVOLVING URBAN DESIGN APPROACH



Built

ENGAGING THE NEIGHBORHOOD



ZONING FOR COMMUNITY USE



ZONING FOR COMMUNITY USE



A CONTEMPORARY CIVIC DESIGN



A REIMAGINED ARMORY



SETTING HIGH EXPECTATIONS FOR SUCCESS



BRINGING SUSTAINABILITY HOME



STORYTELLING





ADDRESSING COMMUNITY CONCERNS





SETTING THE BAR FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT



INVITING THE COMMUNITY IN



DUNBAR
TEAM

PROGRAM 
MANAGERS

AE TEAM

DISTRICT 
AGENCIES

COMMUNITY

SCHOOL + 
ALUMNI 

DESIGN 
BUILDER

IT TAKES A VILLAGE



MEASURING PROJECT SUCCESS



MEASURING PROJECT SUCCESS



91 Credits, LEED Platinum
The highest scoring new school in the world
“A masterpiece of a green learning environment…”  
- USGBC Center for Green Schools



SCHOOL AS COMMUNITY
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THANK YOU
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