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Paths to Second Drop-Off
For Middle School Parents

Separate Drop-off Loops
For School Buses & Parents

Relocated Baseball Field
For High School Sports

Re-purposed Service Lane
For New K-8 Approach

Refurbished Playing Fields
For Community Use

Relocated Softball Field
For High School Sports

SITE PLAN LEGEND
NORTHEAST PROFEL ACADEMY ENTRANCE
NORTHEAST PROPEL ACADEMY
DROF OFF 0GP - BLS
DROP OFF Q0P « PARENT
BASCDALL FICLD
SOFTBALL FIELD

T LEXISIING §1ADIUM
8 | coMmuNITY BUILDING
9' ABRAHAM LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL

4 0/ AUSTIN MEEHAN MIDDLE SCHOCL

= 11 ANTICIPATED SCHOOL LOGATION

COMMUNITY ACCESS FIELDS




oy

line stru

industrial-era, on

centric school designs.

Invited to design a new K-8 School for a
rapidly growing demographic, we recognized
a rare opportunity to engage nature, both
physically and as metaphor, and thus
reinforce the idea of school as a moment of
relief, a place for exploration, imagination,
and socialization ... a Special Place.
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" THE SOLUTION: A rare bit of nature N
Our Praposed Site Tl ;

_A Pair of ill-kept ball fields
HS baseball and softball

A Middle School
To be demolished.

- An awkward 70’s-era concrete
bunker that resembles a-set of gun
turrets far too closely.

g g . \ AHié hool ..1, "
school faci o, K 0 | : Abraham Lincoln HS " {'}
capacities, and the . - | AN N o e AN
space for community recreation. g el ,\. ASCh;?'DS rict Stadium %

il 18 [ T, e A b ¢ In desperate need of re!’ah‘.‘h' "irl

EVERYONE IS A STAKEHOLDER.
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We engaged in an extensive and robust
community design process that resolved the
apparent deadlock and found a place for the
needed K-8 school.

THE DEBATE:

Community Access Fields
A significant point of debate

The Anticipated School Site
Hence, ... THE DEBATE.

And in doing so,... discovered a unique
opportunity to model the learning
environment through a “natural” metaphor.
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instruction, and a
individualized and engaged
experience.

experience, that
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The examples of “trails, clearings and
branches” guided the organization of the
school’s principal spaces, common areas, and
shared/dedicated learning environments.
Grade-level learning neighborhoods became
the extended branches of trails. Each grade-
level specific learning community was
provided with shared collaborative areas that
were themed, and scaled, to mimic the “den, @'CLHT’
nest, and hive” and were oriented directly ! ‘,er—)[r___'j) ;V
against the adjacent park’s tree-line, framed o
within broad floor-to-ceiling glass spanning
the full width of these shared, grade-level
collaboration areas.




younges

aides opportunities
connections and more individuz
attention. '

“Nests” of various sizes and types were
designed for grades 1 — 5, allowing a variety
of focused and small-group activity.

“Hive” describes the more highly energized
and socialized activity of the multi-story
Middle School (Grades 6 — 8) Media
Commons.
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spaces invite

innovation and crea

within. Garage doors provide addit
flexibility expanding CTE spaces to
incorporate adjacent computing labs for a
variety of multi-platform project activities.

Framing Views

Within the building and beyond extends
awareness, suggests freedom, and provides
an antidote to the prevailing sense of
containment that defines life in this densely
inhabited portion of the city.




Opening directly onto

views of the trees, the close pro
nature and views created a sense of
being in the tree canopy, of being
someplace else, someplace special.

This also provided an appropriate
degree of discretion and protection for
the school’s interior, while affording the
opportunity to admit these east-west
exposures without concern for glare.
The classrooms were all oriented to
northern and southern exposures to
optimize available natural daylight.
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Designed to relie
overcrowding across five
schools, the turnkey, design-build
procurement strategy’s speed-to-
completion, 21 months from design
award to opening, and the cost
assurance provided were critical to
meeting the community’s urgent needs,
while securing the District’s risk.

Community engagement and input
played a significant role in the siting and
design of the new facility as well as in
adjustment of the project’s scope to
address a long-standing community need
for additional recreational sports fields.
Numerous, open public meetings
reviewed options for location of the
proposed school employing interactive
surveys to record inputs. These were
collated with results from sets of online
presentations and surveys available
through the School District’s website.
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This collz
the School District,
the Developer-Builder, and all |

sub-contractors and lasted throughout the
design and documentation period. The
discussions, though at times intense, brought
all parties into a shared consensus and
afforded the District a measure of comfort and
control not usually associated with Design-
Build or P-3 arrangements.
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centric, one-size-fit:
of education, the District strug;

implement new methodologies within the
rigid cell structure of its buildings.

The environments within this new school
serve as a transformative catalysts for the
District’s unique “NextGen” learning model,
emphasizing tailored and highly socialized
learning environments. Direct visibility from
the classrooms encourages use of flexible
collaborative work areas supported by media
and technology.

Framing Views

Within the building and beyond extends
awareness, suggests freedom, and
provides an antidote to the prevailing
sense of containment.



The vertically striped walls of

gallery run the length of the school’s centra
spine and serves as a continuous pin-up wall
for student work.

Taking Flight
Flocks of colorful origami ‘birds’ soar above
each of the shared areas, inspiring students

to soar, while contributing a measure of
acoustic control.
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NOTE: In the interest of student safety, our office elects
not to publish detailed floor plans of school facilities.




SECOND FLOOR

PLAYGROUND
CORE ACADEMIC SPACES
SHARED ACADEMIC SPACES
ASSEMBLY
ADMINISTRATION
COLLABORATION
KINDERGARTEN "DEN"
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; MECH/BACK OF HOUSE
VERTICAL CIRCULATION VE'

NOTE: In the interest of student safety, our office elects
not to publish detailed floor plans of school facilities.
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NOTE: In the interest of student safety, our office elects
not to publish detailed floor plans of school facilities.




Submitting Firm :

Stantec Architecture and Engineering, LLC

Name
Address

City, State or Province, Country
Phone
Email

Project Role

Project Contact

Title

Address

City, State or Province, Country
Phone

Gilbane Building Company
Susan Tully

Senior Project Manager

100 Penn Square East, Suite 140
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
267 256 2466
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Dappled Light at Story-telling Area
Mimicking the forest's overhead
canopy is intended to signal a
“Special Place.”

Color-Coded Portals

Identify the entry to each learning
neighborhood, and work

consistently with exterior canopies, "

fire stair, and other building
elements to provide way-finding.



Organizing Arrival and
Structuring Play

Colorful patterns and
objects provide the two
distinct play yards and
forecourt with “clues” for
creative play and for the
morning queuing of
students.







__g e — | Nestled within a tree-
—— lined pocket

The School District of
Philadelphia’s new
Northeast Community
Propel Academy
provides its K-8
students a rare and
unique sanctuary from
the rigid and relentless
density of the urban
setting.

A “School in Nature” is

a special place, ... as
perhaps all schools
should be.



Thank you.
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