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Our Motivation

!
LEFRAK CITY. |3 REGO PARK 3
i e
( paot % S : , e
e ST e Degriming-oF oo
Kicat 7 W lewsSe  ThELE
@ & : PN e
A B ? HE
| B § : A student participating
B B e : in the ACE program
6 5 made a comment about
n not belonging, which

inspired our research.

A @
&{n) %, CSOWDSTREET

Gensler




The Issue

“A sociological perspective could enrich our
knowledge on the topic given its traditional
disciplinary interest in social and cultural
differences, as well as the power relations
and inequalities between social groups...

Moreover, qualitative and ethnographic T
approaches are more sensitive to capture mm
the nuances of belonging and its social il
and cultural imprints.”
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Our Purpose

“The aim is to explore and discuss
tensions, contradictions and nuances

; — s rather than prescribing ‘good’ practices
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D to foster school belonging by itself.”

— School Belonging in Urban Spaces
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Agenda

Introduction
Student Engagement
Takeaways
Framework

Moving Forward
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What do you think?

Rate your agreement with the following statements:
| am welcome here

| belong here

This is a safe place to learn

| like how this school looks

| want to be here
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So we asked the
students these
same questions,
and here is what
they had to say...
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Belonging

Rate your agreement with the following statements...
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| am welcome here O | am welcome here | am welcome here

| belong here O | belong here | belong here

This is a safe place to learn O This is a safe place to learn This is a safe place to learn
| like how this school looks O | like how this school looks | like how this school looks
| want to be here | want to be here | want to be here
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survey Composition

Demographics

What is your race/ethnicity?

Select all that apply.

Q American Indian or Alaska Native
Q Asian

Q Black or African American

Q Hispanic or Latinx

Q Pacific Islander

Q White

Q Enter below if your race/ethnicity
is not listed above:

Q Prefer not to say

Safety

| feel safe in these spaces
in my school building
(Check all that apply)

Q Library

Q Hallways

Q Cafeteria

Q Gym

Q Showers/Locker Room
Q Classrooms

Q Auditorium/Theater
Q Outdoor spaces

Q Restrooms

O Music room (band/choir)

Belonging

Imagine yourself going to this
school during non-Covid-19
times. Rate your agreement
with the following statements.

| am welcome here

Experience

Rate your agreement with
the following statements.

| look forward to at least one class a day

| dread going to school

| have felt inspired this year in school
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Demographics

2.20% Prefer not to say
Race & Ethnicity 3.30% Not Listed — \

35.16% Asian 24.47<% Hispanic or Latinx 13.19% White

1.10% American Indian or Alaskan Native |
Grade Level

10.7°%

33.39% Senior
Freshman

19.19% Sophomore

Gender Identification 1.18% Nonbinary —

37.65% Female 609% Male

1.17% Not Listed ]
Gensler



Safety

N

“I surround myself with
people who make me feel safe.
| am friends with my teachers
and some administrators.”

— JUNIOR FROM MANHATTAN,
IDENTIFIES WITH MULTIPLE RACES

“My school has a diverse

population, so | don'’t feel

isolated or withdrawn from the -
environment” — JUNIOR FROM \/
BROOKLYN, IDENTIFIES AS ASIAN
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Safety

What security measures are in place at your school?

Metal detectors
e —————————————

Bars on windows
s ]

Card reader/swipe system for entry

Sign in/sign out procedure

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% O
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Safety 0

How safe do you feel...

O

inside your classrooms?

mmm American Indian

Not safe 1 or Alaska Native
mmm Asian
2 === Black or African
American

mem Hispanic or Latinx
3 mmm Pacific Islander
mem \White

mmm Not Listed

mmm Prefer not to say

4

Very safe 5

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
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Belonging

1

“The first school looked very
appealing, and yet, | don’t feel very
welcome. The other two schools didn’t
look that appealing, but | feel that |
would be accepted there. The first
school seemed to be very well funded,
in a safe, private environment. The other
two schools were kinda run down, when ‘
compared to the first school. | didn’t L\ &
see any students in the first school,
which was strange.” — JUNIOR FROM THE
BRONX, IDENTIFIES AS BLACK
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Belonging

Rate your agreement with the following statements...

| am welcome here

This is a safe
place to learn
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| like how this
school looks

| want to be here
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Belonging % a

O
Rate your agreement with the following statements...
| am welcome here —

| belong here -

This is a safe ‘

Place Tl eamn g

= S I like how this -
school looks F
| want to be here
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Belonging

Rate your agreement with the following statements...

| am welcome here

| belong here

This is a safe
place to learn

| like how this
school looks

| want to be here
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Experience

“I think environment speaks
volumes when it comes to
creativity and learning.”

— FRESHMAN FROM BROOKLYN,
IDENTIFIES AS BLACK
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Experience

“The windows stand out to me
...on the left because it looks
nice. | feel that rich students
attend the school on the left
and students from the middle
class attend the school shown
on the right.” — STUDENT N, K
INFORMATION NOT PROVIDED =

“The school on the left seems like a
college building. The school on the
right seems like an elementary/middle

school. | prefer glass curtain walls “The school to the left has a more welcoming feel to it. The
as the fagade...” — SENIOR FROM school to the right [feels like it is meant to keep students in]".
BROOKLYN, IDENTIFIES AS ASIAN — JUNIOR FROM QUEENS, IDENTIFIES AS ASIAN

“First one [is for] high achieving students, second one [is for] the
average student. [My] first impression was that the first one had a [large]
budget to use (meaning there are more opportunities for programs and
internships) and the second one had an average one.” — SOPHOMORE
FROM BROOKLYN, IDENTIFIES AS HISPANIC OR LATINX

“The second school looks like it is a zone school where anyone can go, while the first looks like it was
made for a specific purpose (specialized, performing arts) where you would need to take a test or
audition in order to get in.” — SOPHOMORE FROM QUEENS, IDENTIFIES AS HISPANIC OR LATINX

“In the school on the right, | would normally [think] a lot of bad kids go there. However, after
recently going to public school | know that that isn’t the case. With the school on the left, | get the
impression that [is] where all the rich kids go.” — STUDENT INFORMATION NOT PROVIDED

“| would assume the renovated
school would have nicer
students” — SENIOR FROM
BROOKLYN, IDENTIFIES AS ASIAN

“The one on the left looks very
professional where those who
attend succeed, whereas the one
on the right feels very restricted
and [those who attend] don’t get
far in life.” — SENIOR FROM QUEENS,
IDENTIFIES AS HISPANIC OR LATINX

“The first one looks like a college because it
looks fancy. The picture on the right looks
exactly like my middle school so it is comforting.”
— STUDENT INFORMATION NOT PROVIDED

“I believe that the first school has more successful students. | believe it is the windows
that give off that idea to me” — SENIOR FROM BROOKLYN, IDENTIFIES AS BLACK

“Left Image: The school building looks amazing. | imagine that students that apply must have taken

an entrance exam and that they show high intelligence levels. Right Image: Looks like the average
school building. | imagine that it is a zoned school, that nearby students apply, [and that] students
there have a variety of intelligence levels.” — FRESHMAN FROM QUEENS, IDENTIFIES AS HISPANIC OR LATINX

“The left...building looks well funded, which makes me think that the students who go there
must be ‘well funded’ themselves...I'd assume the education within the building is top-notch,
which also means the atmosphere might be competitive. The school on the right seems like your
average high school... I'd think that the students there are people who | could get along with,
more average folk. | would want to go to the school on the [left] because It seems like a quality
school. However, feel like | would fit in better with the students on the school on the [right].”

— SOPHOMORE FROM BROOKLYN, IDENTIFIES AS BLACK
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What we learned from our survey informed
how we proceeded with our research:

1 Listen to stakeholders
more closely

We treated the students
as the stakeholders and
organized engagement
programs to hear directly
from them.

Designer thinking is part
of the problem

We shared resources

and techniques with the
students to empower them
to reflect on and critique
their environments.

Designers need
to be teachable

We allowed the
students to have the
design voice — to let
them teach us.
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