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What are
Environmental Graphics

Signage, Placemaking & Storytelling





Design is a response to a 
specific problem. You are 
given a problem to solve, and 
then you let the problem itself 
tell you what your solution is .”

Chip Kidd, Designer

“



Design Challenge:

Design Murals, Wayfinding 
& Signage for a school.







What if 
Environmental 
Graphics also 
supported learning?





What is the typical filing date for 
personal tax returns in the U.S.?

Test Your 
Knowledge!



What is the typical filing date for 
personal tax returns in the U.S.?

Test Your 
Knowledge!

Answer: April 15



What is the date of the 
meteorological start to Winter ?

Test Your 
Knowledge!



What is the date of the 
meteorological start to Winter ?

Test Your 
Knowledge!

Answer: December 1



Why
do we retain
certain information?



Dual Coding Theory

+

Images & EmotionsWords Data encoding

=



Learning is…How Do We Learn?

+

Encoding Retrieving



How Do We Learn?



Is this 
building integration 
possible?



Tactile Emotive Visual



Where can
instructional content 
be found?

Replace image



Content Resources

Open SourceSchool District





Educational Stages of Learning

High School & 
Beyond

Middle SchoolElementaryEarly Childhood



G ra d e  L e v e l

Early Childhood

Soaking it all in! (rapid 
neural development)

Experience the world 
through doing/playing

My world revolves 
around ME



Joplin



G ra d e  L e v e l

Elementary 

Imagination explosion 
+ play

Learning “how to learn” 
+ information layering

Impact on the world 
around me!



COMMUNITY
• 1st & 2nd Grade
• Neighborhood 

relationships

ECO SYSTEM
• 3rd & 4th Grade
• Relationship to the 

Earth & Creatures

BIOSPHERE
• 5th & 6th Grade
• Planetary & Solar 

relationships

INDIVIDUAL
• Kindergarten
• Familial 

relationships



G ra d e  L e v e l

Middle School

Balancing childhood 
with adulthood 

Massive structural 
changes + hormones

Deciding who the 
student wants to be



Rise Mural
Lesley Ann Numbers & Lauden Nute
Dane County Juvenile Detention Center



G ra d e  L e v e l

High School & Beyond

Decision making 
continues to be tested

Developing 
Relationships is key

Adolescence continues
- when does it end? 



BOYD

Public Mural
Ryan Adams / Graffiti Arts
Towson Public Library, MD





Great Beginnings at Paradise Park

Early Childhood Center
Lee’s Summit School District



Age group

ECC Purpose

Unique aspects to this school

Programs



CONCEPT

STORY BOOK

Inspired by the “Going on a Bear Hunt.”

Characteristics:

• Expressive illustrations with 
brush texture





Grasslands
• Kinesthetic

• Texture

• Open

River
• Kinesthetic

• Movement

• Balance

Beach
• Haptic

• Sensory 

• Pattern

Forest
• Visual

• Levels

• Scale

Mountain
• Kinesthetic/Haptic

• Volume

• Emphasis

Cave
• Auditory/Interactive

• Reading

• Cozy
Home



PROCESS



Lobby Entrance 

Treehouse welcoming concept



Environmental Graphics

Grasslands / Prairie

Forest

Beach

RiverMountain

Cave

Home

River

Floor Plan



Center Open Play Area 

Kinesthetic/Large Movement Play & Scale



Kid’s Kitchen 

Haptic & Sensory Play



Kid’s Kitchen Elevation

Haptic & Sensory Play



Kid’s Kitchen Submarine

Haptic & Sensory Play



Open Play Market & Town 

Functional & Dramatic Play



Open Play Market & Town Elevation

Functional & Dramatic Play



Open Play Town

Functional & Dramatic Play



Open Play Garden & Backyard

Functional & Dramatic Play



Sensory Corridor 

Sensory & Auditory Play



Sensory Corridor 

Sensory & Functional Play



Self-Regulation Exercise

Sensory & Functional Play



Sensory Corridor Animals

Sensory & Functional Play



Sensory Corridor Elevation

Sensory & Functional Play



Stair Case

Functional & Volumetric



2nd Floor Open Play

Kinesthetic Play & Volumetrics



2nd Floor Open Play

Kinesthetic Play & Volumetrics



2nd Floor Open Play

Kinesthetic Play & Volumetrics



Grasslands / 
Prairie

Forest

Beach

River
Mountain

Cave

Home



questions



Dual Coding Theory

Data Encoding

+ =

Images & EmotionsWords



Early Childhood High school & 
Beyond

Middle SchoolElementary

Learning Stages



Play is the 
highest form 
of research.”

Albert Einstein

“



Thank You!

Credits:
• Images:  Unsplash.com, Hollis +Miller Architects
• Architectural imagery:  Hollis + Miller Architects

More than 
Meets the Eye:  


