Evergreen School of Ggrowth
Narrative

Welcome to Evergreen School of Growth (Es@), which dlso
stands for Environment, Socidlization and Growth mindset, (Es@). our
school's mission is founded on a single gooal, to improve the strength of
character and life skils of students through their connection with
hature. Our vision is for students to become responsible and sensitive
world citizens that wil enjoy and preserve ecological harmony through
an innovative and technologically enhanced environment.

Curriculum

Our curriculum is based on the experiences of students and how
it br‘ihﬂs them closer to nature. We focus on how this connection with
hature inspires the character traits: Kesponeiloili’ry, self Advocacy,
Independence, Empathy, and Compassion.

Plannin@

When planning our school, instead of listing what buildings would be
in our school, we First started by IaraineJrormina character traits we
wanted our students to have. We then designed the school and buildings
around those traits. Our First school alec;ian put dll of the trait inspired
fFeatures into one big space, but we quickly redlized some major Flows.
For starters, the school was 4 kiometers in IenaJrh Through trial and
error, we findly arrived at a much more managedble size of 1200
meters, including extension space. We achieved this by using a more
compact desian with the mountain on one side, and the Iouildinac; in a
concentric circle pattern on the other side to boalance the design. Al
of these changes and improvements would not have been possible it it
werent for the Feedvack of our community and our licenced



architect. One way we got advice was through a stalk and Foculty
survey. We surveyed 30 teachers/administration ond 2 custodions,
getting their insight on what a good school would lock. like. They gave us
ideas on what traits we could inspire and what design fFeatures of our
current school that are not desirable, making sure we didn'+ go down
the saome path. When Plannin@ we came up with the idea to make the
school a prototype so it could be customized for the needs of the
students and community.

Buildings

Al the buidings in ESG are designed to encourage the use of
Plexible space, colaboration adjacent thinking, and connections +to
nature. All the buildings reflect these ideas in difkerent ways, From
nature inspired rooks, to lessons based on the beauty of nature to
mimickina hatural decsign iN the variable collaborative spaces.

Outside Classroom

Sur‘r‘oundina our two cehtral science and dorm buildinas, is a

Forest. Here students are able to learn about the environment, not Iay
looking at pictures and paragraphs in a book, but by actudlly spending
time in the woods. This is one of the steps we took. to ensure that at
EsG, every day is an outdoor day. Here students are tought botany
lessons and are able to see and experience the complex eco«;ys+em
that are created naturally.

Gorden of Growth

Ih one of the cohcentric circles is a aarden tended on the

students. The garden wil teach students responsibiity and empathy-
toking care of plants wil be hard, and plants need to be loved and
cared For. Al food grown in the garden wil be used in the kitchen for
student and staff meds which are made from scratch. Al the food



we cannot grow, is ethically sourced from local independerﬂr Farmers.
The Students are dlso involved in the food preparation.

Communi’r\,/

Our goal is hot just to be another buiding in the community, but o
become on integral part of that community. The First way we can
achieve this is by becoming the main power source For our communi+y,
giving them excess power created on our solar panels. Another way
we can Foster this relationship is by letting students do some of the
teaching We're going to ofler Free technology courses taught by
students For those who are not proficient in using current
+echnologies.

Spaces such as the mountain and Fields are availdble to local groups
For activities. Astronomy and star-navigation For the community can be
held in the observatory at the tip of the mountain whie search and
rescue teams could utilize the redlistic but controled environment of
the mountain's exterior.

In addition, our school is designed and prepared to meet the needs
of the community in the event of a natural/mon-made disaster through
immediate occupancy guidelines.

Conclusion

Ih conclusion, ESG is the school of the future because it Focuses

on the content of a student's character in addition to their academic
skils and learning We use the ideas of Flexible space, collaboration and
adjacenJr +hin|<in3 to help us with this Focus. We use a +echno|ogica|ly
enhanced environment to ensure the growth and prosperity of
student's connections to nature. Our school is adlso the school of the
Future because we don't just toke care of our students, but diso our
community on becomina an integral part of it through the many ways
we vow to support it Because of dl these things, '‘ESG is the school
of the Future!



