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Homelessness in 
Southern 
California is a 
crisis!

- United Way
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Kaylee at the shelter…
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Kaylee at home…



Kaylee at the prom…
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All the places you get to visit when you have a place call home…
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Kaylee at graduation…
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How can School 
Facilities Support the 
Challenges of 
Student 
Homelessness?
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LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
& 

SANTA ANA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Letisia Alvarado, LCSW
District Support PSA Counselor
Los Angeles Unified School District 
Phone: (213) 202-7581
Email: letisia.alvarado@lausd.net
Website: homelesseducation.lausd.net

Elida Sanchez
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Santa Ana Unified School District
Pupil Support Services
Phone: 714-433-3444
Email: elida.sanchez@sausd.us
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Even if you:
 Don’t have a permanent address 

 Live in a shelter, hotel, motel, car, campground, or on the street

 Are double up with family or friends because you cannot afford your 
own place  

 Don’t have your school or immunization records

You have the right to: 
 Enroll in a school close to you

 Continue at the school where you were previously enrolled 

 Receive transportation to school 

 Receive free lunch at school 



SAUSD SUPPORT SERVICES AND 
PROGRAMS

 Attention to attendance for those who have chronic 

absenteeism (10 or more) - home visits, parent 

conferences, SART Meetings, SARB meetings to find a 

coordinated solution to why they are having difficulty with 

attendance;

 Transportation to School of Origin/Pathway 

of Matriculation, if they qualify. Connection to community agencies that provide medical, 

dental, vision, clothing and groceries as well as assistance 

with housing and emergency shelters; and

 Laundry program for elementary schools  Free breakfast and lunch – without needing to fill out any 

paperwork;



SUPPORT SERVICES AND PROGRAMS

 FAFSA letter for 12th grade unaccompanied youth (not in 

the physical custody of their parent or legal guardian) who 

are homeless and for those 12th grade unaccompanied 

youth who are on the verge of homelessness;

 Review of 11th and 12th grade students for possible 

inclusion in AB 1806 – State Credits only for graduation, if 

they qualify;

 Backpacks, School Supplies, 

hygiene kits are provided



SUPPORT SERVICES AND PROGRAMS 
CONTINUED

 Tutoring to help raise their achievement levels due to gaps in 

their education; Our very own tutoring center at a motel and 

Santa Ana Shelter ran by School on Wheels 

 Food Pantry, and family 

engagement in every Wellness 

Center at each school





Transitional Aged Youth

2019-2020 Academic year

Out of *46,207 students in TK –
12th grade, there are 5,273 McKinney-
Vento Students in our district; this 
is 11.4% of our current enrollment.



Homeless Education Office 
Letisia Alvarado, LCSW

District Support Pupil Services and Attendance 

Counselor 

Los Angeles Unified School 
District
Student Health and Human 
Services
Student Support Programs



LAUSD Homeless Education Office
Data for July 2018 to June 2019
Total Students Experiencing Homelessness: 19,532
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GRADE LEVEL

52%48%

GENDER

Male Female 14317

3710

676

183

178

310

49

52

Latino

African American/Black

White

Asian (other Asian)

Filipino

2 or more

Pacific Islander

American Indian/Alaska…

Ethnicity

811

12416

594

52

522

1605

1375

475

1089

52

582

Adult that is not the…

Another Family's House…

Car, Trailer or Campsite

Foster Child Awaiting…

In a rented garage

Motel or Hotel

Other

Rented Trailer/Motor…

Shelter

SRO Building (Single…

Transitional Housing…

Nighttime Residence



Student Identification 

Student Housing Questionnaire 
(SHQ)

 Included in the enrollment packet
 Distributed annually to all enrolled 

students by Sept 10th
 Made available to students and 

families throughout the school year
 Email or fax it to the Homeless 

Education Office
 We process services requested 

LAUSD Homeless Education Office



Services

Facilitate School 
Enrollment

• Assist families and 
students in  
enrolling in school

• Advocate for their 
immediate 
enrolling rights 

School Supplies

• Backpack

• School Supplies

• Hygiene Kits  

• Public 

Transportation 

Metro TAP Cards

• School Bus 

Route 

• Community 
referrals including 
tutoring, 
counseling, 
medical, among 
others.

• Housing Referrals 
to shelters, drop in 
centers

• Resource Guides 

Transportation Referrals

LAUSD Homeless Education Office



LAUSD Homeless Education Office 
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We are all in this 
together and you 
can help!

- United Way



We often take the bottom of the 
pyramid for granted, and try to 
start in the middle when helping 
homeless students…

MASLOW HIERARCHY



The “Porch” 

John Adams Middle School



The “Social” fence

Design hekken, Netherlands Boarder Wall – Emerging Objects 



The “Family Room”

Lake Stevens Elementary School



The “Yard”

Hazel Wolf Middle School



The “Kitchen”

Browning High School



The “Garden”

Playa Vista Elementary School



A “Refuge”



The “refuge”

Wilson High School



Happy Valley Elementary School

A “Refuge”



Hazel Wolf Middle School

A “Refuge”



Laptop counter

USC Hybrid High Charter School





Riverview Elementary School

Individualized space



Cherry Crest Elementary School

Individualized space



Project Base Learning

Risdon Middle School



Project Base Learning

Hazel Wolf Middle School



Recess

Ellensberg Middle School



Recess

Browning High School



Health Center

San Fernando High School Teen Health Center



Health Center San Fernando High School Teen Health Center



How do you think School 
Facilities can Support the 
Challenges of Student 
Homelessness?

Helena Lin Jubany, FAIA – Principal | NAC Architecture
hjubany@nacarchitecture.com

Elida Sanchez – Social Services Specialist | Santa Ana Unified School District
elida.sanchez@sausd.us

Letisia Alvarado, LCSW – District Support PSA Counselor | Los Angeles Unified School 
District
letisia.alvarado@lauds.net
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